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SEPTEMBER 20-28, 2026

VIRTUAL
FESTIVAL DAY

SEPTEMBER 20™
12pm - 5pm

Can't make it to the Festival?
Enjoy an afternoon of virtual
discussions with authors from
across the globe. These spirited
online author discussions feature
emerging and award-winning
authors in fiction, non-fiction,
and poetry. (PAGE4)

CHILDREN’S DAY
SEPTEMBER 26™

10am - 4pm
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
PLAZA & COLUMBUS PARK

Kids will enjoy a full day

of storytime, workshops,
performances, book signings,
and art projects with favorite
authors and illustrators. They can
even get their books signed. Plus,
the whole family can find new
favorite books at the Children’s
Marketplace of Books.

(SEE CENTER PULLOUT)

FESTIVAL DAY
& LITERARY
MARKETPLACE

SEPTEMBER 27™

10am - 6pm
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
PLAZA & COLUMBUS PARK

Celebrate books & authors at
our flagship event and the city’s
largest free literary festival. Enjoy
300 national and international,
bestselling, and iconic authors

in discussions and readings
throughout the day. Stroll

the Literary Marketplace with
hundreds of local and national
presses. (PAGE 6-20)

BOOKEND EVENTS

SEPTEMBER 20™ - 28™
LOCATIONS ACROSS NYC

Celebrate books and authors all
week. Travel to all 5 boroughs
to attend more than 50 literary
events taking place in clubs,
bookstores, parks, libraries, and
surprising venues throughout
the city. (PAGES 21-25)




PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

NYU

RECOGNITION & APPRECIATION

2026 marks the 21st Brooklyn Book Festival! Our nine-day citywide Festival includes Bookend events in all five boroughs, an
online Virtual Festival Day, plus a celebratory Children’s Day and Festival Day in Downtown Brooklyn. This literary festival, reflecting
the many communities that call Brooklyn home, is only possible through the collaboration and generosity of so many people

and supporters.

The Brooklyn Book Festival is presented by the Brooklyn Book Festival, Inc., a literary non-profit, and the Brooklyn Book
Festival Literary Council. The Council and its committees are made up of remarkable, knowledgeable, and dedicated publishing
and literary professionals whose vision, energy, and passion help shape the Festival each year. The Brooklyn Book Festival Board of
Directors helps nurture the festival throughout the year and ensures its future years to come. Of course, we could not present this
as a free festival without the support of our sponsors, partners, and all of our donors!

Our biggest thank you goes to all the authors, who generously share their time, spirit, and minds with the Festival. It is our privilege
to work on NYC’s largest free literary fest. Enjoy!

Liz Koch, Executive Producer

BROOKLYN LITERARY COUNCIL
Camille Rankine, Co-Chair,

Carnegie Mellon University

Johnny Temple, Co-Chair, Akashic Books

MEMBERS

Alex Carp, New York Times Magazine
Mark Chait, Publishing professional
Laura Dolan, Geto & de Milly

Emily Feinberg, Fifth Color Press
Novella Ford, New York Public Library
Mary Gannon, CLMP

Hafizah Augustus Geter, Janklow & Nesbit
Natalie Green, National Book Foundation
Jess Harwick, Brooklyn Public Library
Donna Hill, The Center for Black
Literature at MEC

Joan Hilty, Paramount Animation

Mabel Hsu, Stonefruit Studio

Lisa Lucas, Publishing professional
Ricardo Maldonado, poet, translator
and archivist

Greg Mania, Writer and Curator

Melanie McNair, The Center for Fiction
Paul Morris, Salmagundi Club/Harper’s
Magazine Foundation

Lily Philpott, Writer and Event Curator
Emma Raddatz, Archipelago Books
Camille Rankine, Carnegie Mellon
University

Clarisse Rosaz Shariyf, PEN America
Johnny Temple, Akashic Books

Jafreen Uddin, Authors Guild Foundation
Meredith Walters, Brooklyn Public Library

FESTIVAL STAFF

Liz Koch, Executive Producer

Anna Hotard, Programming Manager
Stephan Herrera, Bookends Coordinator
Brigid Barber, Social Media and Media
Relations Coordinator

Jerry Allred, Vendor Coordinator

Donezsah Browne, Administrative Assistant
Luna Calvario Rojas, Press and Marketing Intern
Lauren Male, Programming Operations Intern

YOUNG ADULT AND CHILDREN
Emily Feinberg, co-chair
Jess Harwick, co-chair
Mabel Hsu, co-chair

Anna Bloom

Caylee Gardner

Alyson Heller

Liz Koch

Elizabeth Lee

Mikaela Luke
Anuoluwapo Ohioma
Benjamin Perry

Allison Weintraub

INTERNATIONAL

Lily Philpott, co-chair
Emma Raddatz, co-chair
Miriam Bridenne

Margie Cook

Mayada Ibrahim

Rohan Kamicheril

Liz Koch

Jee Leong Koh

Anderson Tepper

COMICS & GRAPHIC NOVELS
Joan Hilty, co-chair

Sharon de la Cruz

Tabrizia Jones

Hal Schrieve

Camilla Zhang

BOOKENDS

Stephan Herrera, co-chair
Natalie Green, co-chair
Saraciea J. Fennell

Novella Ford

Mary Gannon

AbeerY. Hoque

Andrew Lloyd-Jones

Paul W. Morris

Jafreen Uddin

PRODUCTION

William Michael Maher, Production
Consultant

Lauren Bakoian, Production Manager

SPECIAL THANKS

New York City Department of Parks
and Recreation, Brooklyn Borough
Commissioner Marty Maher, NYPD
84 Precinct, and the Downtown
Brooklyn Partnership.

Many thanks and much gratitude

to Brooklyn Borough President
Antonio Reynoso and his
outstanding staff;

to NYC Council Speaker Julie
Menin, City Council Members
Darlene Mealy and Lincoln Restler,
the Brooklyn Delegation and State
Senator Andrew Gounardes for
their support. Plus, a big shout-out to
all of our dedicated

and wonderful volunteers!

We warmly thank our international
supporters who help support authors
to attend the Festival, including Villa
Albertine of the Cultural Services

of the French Embassy, and Taipei
Cultural Center.

Joe Vella, Virtual Production Management
Ed Parada, Virtual Production Management
New York Tent Company, Tents and Staging
ProSho Sound Services, Inc, AV & Sound

FESTIVAL COMMITTEES
FICTION
Anna Hotard, co-chair

KIRBY FAMILY FOUNDATION

The Festival sincerely thanks all
donors whose contributions, large

TIGER BARON FOUNDATION Ibrahim Ahmad Services and small, support the free programs
Libby Flores f the Festival. Pl -
Jared Jackson GRACIOUS THANKS of the .e.stlva ease visit our donor
Amber Magruder TO OUR PRO BONO TEAM recognition page.

Greg Mania, co-chair

Melanie McNair
Benjamin Samuel

Geto & deMilly Inc.
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Johnny Temple Javier Samaniego, Maribeth Kiser,
Kate Tuttle
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Laura Dolan
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Carolyn Greer
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zakia henderson-brown
Jenny Xu

POETRY
Hafizah Augustus Geter, co-chair
Ricardo Alberto Maldonado co-chair

Graphic Design
Roselle Ritorto, Bookkeeper
Danielle Mowery, Author Hospitality

BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Marisa Farina, Chair

Eric Olson, Treasurer
Elizabeth Canela, Secretary
Claire Abbadi

Janet Bunde

Faith C. Corbett

Seth Cummins

Maryellen Fullerton

Regina Myer

Camille Rankine

BROOKLYN
BOO KFESTIVAL

Brooklyn Book Festival is
a not for profit.

Sales from official shirts, tote bags
and posters support BKBF's
free programs.

Tina Chang . q

Brett Fletcher Lauer Louella Dizon San Juan PS: We welcome your donations at
Meghan O’Rourke Johnny Temple the Festival Sales Booth.
Nadra Mabrouk Tupper Thomas

Camille Rankine

Brian Vines




LETTER FROM
BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT
ANTONIO REYNOSO

Dear Friends,

Congratulations to the Brooklyn Book Festival on another year of bringing
our borough together through the power of literature!

The Brooklyn Book Festival has long been a place where Brooklynites gather

not only to celebrate great writing, but to connect with one another, share

ideas, and build community. Books have always had a unique power to do

this: to open a window into lives and experiences different from our own
and to give voice to stories that might otherwise go unheard. In a borough as vast and varied as ours,
literature is one of the truest ways we come to understand our neighbors and ourselves.

From the flagship Festival Day and Literary Marketplace to Children's Day, the Festival continues to
welcome readers and writers of every age and walk of life into Downtown Brooklyn's parks, stages,

and public spaces, and to pass on a love of reading to the next generation. | am grateful for the work

the Festival does each year to make literature accessible to all New Yorkers, and for the more than 70
Bookend events hosted by partners across the city that carry that spirit well beyond Festival weekend. At
a time when so many New Yorkers are searching for connection, the Brooklyn Book Festival continues to
create spaces where people feel welcomed, inspired, and part of something larger than themselves.

Thank you to the hundreds of authors, booksellers, and volunteers whose dedication makes this
Festival possible, and whose commitment to Brooklyn’s literary community is felt all year round.
Brooklyn Borough Hall has been proud to serve as the Festival's home for twenty years now, and we
look forward to welcoming Brooklyn’s book lovers for decades to come.

| wish you a joyful Festival, and many more years of turning Brooklynites into lifelong readers, one
great book at a time.

Sincerely,

Antonio Reynoso
Brooklyn Borough President

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
BOBI HONOREE AMITAV GHOSH!

2026 BoBi honoree Amitav Ghosh is the author of the
bestselling Ibis Trilogy, composed of Sea of Poppies
(shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize), River of Smoke,
and Flood of Fire. His other novels include The Circle of
Reason, which won the Prix Médicis étranger, and The
Glass Palace. He is the author of many works of nonfic-
tion, including The Great Derangement, The Nutmeg's
Curse, and Smoke and Ashes. In 2018, Ghosh became the
first English-language writer to win the Jnanpith Award,
India’s highest literary honor. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.
Ghost-Eye is his most recent novel.

Thank you Jaque Jours for creating the Brooklyn Book Festival
2026 Art Poster (seen here on the cover).

Jaque Jours is a Mexican author-illustrator who works with
traditional media. Through her stories and paintings, she seeks to
bring her everyday life and culture to the page. Her books include
Las fotos de Murci, Telepatia, and Dia de Muertos. The Muéganos

is her debut as author-illustrator, and will be presented at the
Brooklyn Book Festival Children's Day on Sept. 26.

Pick up your FREE 2026
collectible bookmarks at
the sales and info booths!

AMITAV GHOSH

VASHTI HARRISON

RJPALACIO

RAVILLANUEVA

BKBF Public Safety Statement

The Brooklyn Book Festival is committed to creating a welcoming,
harassment-free and safe experience for one and all including
attendees, authors, exhibitors, staff and volunteers. Disruptive or
harassing behavior will not be tolerated. If you are experiencing

unwelcome actions, discriminatory or threatening behavior or
encounter an unsafe situation, please alert a Festival staff member
or volunteer who will assist you (look for the official festival shirts).
If you are the victim of a crime while attending — CALL 911.



4 VIRTUAL FESTIVAL DAY PROGRAMS - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

Join us for our on-line programs as we welcome authors and audiences from across the globe.
For all Virtual Festival Day events, please register at brooklynbookfestival.org

12PM

Witness: International Comics Documenting War and Genocide

In the face of denial, misinformation, and erasure, art and journalism can force confronta-
tion with the reality of the world we share. In Nadine Takvorian’s Armaveni, a young Nadine
quizzes her relatives, gradually piecing together her family’s story of surviving the Armenian
genocide. In Welcome To Hell: From the West Bank to Gaza, editorial cartoonist Mohammad
Sabaaneh illustrates his brother’s incarceration and torture in an Israeli prison, and the news
from friends in Gaza during the 2023 Israeli bombardment. In Red Stones, Ernesto Saade tells
the story of a young girl who lived through the Salvadoran civil war and sought to protect
her village. Join us for a conversation about preserving the stories of people living through
oppression and the resilience that inspires hope for freedom. Moderated by literary agent
Anjali Singh.

Call of Games presented by NYU

Video games offer a form of storytelling that has lured in countless authors, from playing obses-
sively in their childhood to incorporating video game influences in their books. Join novelist
and co-editor of Critical Hits: Writers Playing Video Games J. Robert Lennon and novelist and
publisher Jeanne Thornton (A/S/L), and fiction and nonfiction author Ander Monson for a
conversation about how games and novels intersect, influence each other, and expand the
mediums. Moderated by Harold Goldberg, New York Times columnist and author of The Skinny.

1PM

On Vastness and Being: Latin American Authors in Conversation

From Chile, Daniela Catrileo’s short story collection Pifien (trans. Jacob Edelstein) illuminates
the lives of young Mapuche people, navigating the joys and tragedies of the urban Indigenous
experience in South America. In Electric Shamans at the Festival of the Sun (trans. by Sarah
Booker), set in near-future Ecuador, Ménica Ojeda draws us into the lives of two friends,
and their hallucinatory journey towards a collective Andean future. Simén Lépez Trujillo,
author of Pedro the Vast (trans. by Robin Myers), imagines an electrifying fungal response to
humanity’s intrusions into the natural world. Each work tackles the vastness of being with
rigor, ferocity, and uniquely electrifying prose. Moderated by writer and curator Lily Philpott.
This program will be presented in Spanish.

De lainmensidad de ser: Autores latinoamericanos en conversaciéon

Desde Chile, la coleccion Pifien (traducido a inglés por Jacob Edelstein) de Daniela Catrileo
ilumina las vidas de jévenes Mapuche, investigando las alegrias y tragedias de la experiencia
indigena de la comunidad urbana sudamericana. En Electric Shamans of the Festival of the Sun
(traducida a inglés por Sarah Booker), situada en un Ecuador del futuro cercano, la obra de
Ménica Ojeda estad llena de poesia y ella nos jala dentro las vidas de dos amigos y su viaje
alucinatorio al futuro de un colectivo andino. Serdn acompanadas por Simén Lopez Trujillo,
autor de Pedro the Vast (traducida a inglés por Robin Myers), una obra hipnética que imagina
una respuesta fungica e electrizante a las intrusiones humanidades al mundo natural. Cada
obra trata con la inmensidad de la vida y de ser con rigor, ferocidad y prosa de manera Unica
y electrizante. Este panel va a ser presentado en espaiol. Moderado por Lily Philpott, autora
y curadora.

The Stories We Tell Ourselves

There are stories we tell to make sense of ourselves, but what happens when those stories
veer from the script? In Elaine Hsieh Chou's Where Are You Really From: Stories, characters find
themselves caught between fact and fiction, confronting déppelgangers, self-deception,
desire, and the uncomfortable gap between the stories we tell and the truths beneath them.
In Larissa Pham’s Discipline, a novelist who has transformed a damaging relationship with
her former professor into a revenge fantasy must reckon with what happens when the person
she has written about reenters her life and threatens to take control of the narrative. And in
Chloe Benjamin's Under Story, a scientist at an isolated Antarctic research station becomes
convinced that a mysterious phenomenon might allow her to turn back the clock and rewrite
the story of her life. Chou, Pham, and Benjamin examine the narratives we construct to
survive, the truths that resist those narratives, and the complicated question of how much
authorship we can ever have over the stories that make us who we are. Moderated by Tajja
Isen (Some of My Best Friends).

2PM

Who? New! International

Each season, BKBF presents several international debut authors whom we want to shine the
light on for our audience. This year we present Palestinian writer Sara Abou Ghazal (Dream of
Ayn Ara), Teme-Augama Anishnabai professor Tyson Stewart (The Return of the Nish), Kurdish
writer Agri Ismail (Hyper), and Azerbaijani poet Egana Djabbarova (My Dreadful Body trans.
Lisa C. Hayden). A special guest author will introduce the writers and talk about their own
experience when they were a debut author.

50 Years of Complete Techniques and The Taste of Country Cooking

In 1976, Jacques Pepin's Complete Techniques detailed and democratized the foundations
of French cooking for an American audience, and Edna Lewis's The Taste of Country Cooking
proclaimed the beauty and bounty of local, seasonal Southern food as one of the world's
great cuisines. Join Toni Tipton-Martin, culinary historian and author of a new foreword for
the 50th anniversary edition of The Taste of Country Cooking, and Rollie Wesen, Professor
of Food Studies and Culinary Arts and Founder and Executive Director of the Jacques Pepin
Foundation, for a conversation on the lasting impact of both of these books across both
home and professional kitchens. Moderated by culture writer and cookbook co-author
Osayi Endolyn.

3PM

Strangers in a Strange Land

There are many ways to be made to feel like an outsider. In Rahul Bhattacharya’s Railsong, a
transplant to the big city of Bombay learns to find her footing — and sense of self — navigat-
ing the train lines that criss-cross the city and country. While in A. Igoni Barrett’s satirical
Whyteface, a Nigerian man who has woken up white experiences Europe differently, asking
himself what it means to be African outside Africa. And in Ananda Devi's All Flesh (translated
by Jeffrey Zuckerman), a young girl’s body itself becomes a source of ridicule and estrange-
ment. How does one reconcile these alien worlds? Moderated by Anderson Tepper, curator
of international literature at City of Asylum in Pittsburgh.

Ruler of the Ruins: Absolute Power and the Breaking of America

Join Pulitzer Prize-winning NYT journalist Maggie Haberman (Regime Change: Inside the
Imperial Presidency of Donald Trump, co-authored by Jonathan Swan) and National Book
Award-winning author George Packer (The Emergency) for a cross-genre conversation about
unfettered executive power and institutional erosion in an age of polarization. Combining
Packer’s allegorical lens of fictional societal collapse with Haberman’s unsparing forensic
reporting on the dismantling of our democratic infrastructure, the authors go far beyond
standard political talking points. The two thinkers will map the terrifying intersection where
top-down political consolidation meets a bottom-up fracturing of our shared American real-
ity. Leading the conversation is Anand Giridharadas (Man in the Mirror: Hope, Struggle and
Belonging in an American City), who brings his own vital perspective on civic fracture and
renewal.

4PM

The Things We Inherit

The consequences of one generation’s choices can become the inheritance of the next. In
De’Shawn Charles Winslow’s The Fervent Whites, the return of a couple wrongfully impris-
oned for murder unsettles a Hudson Valley community still reckoning with old betrayals,
buried secrets, and simmering resentments. In Harriet Clark’s The Hill, a young girl grows up
visiting her mother in prison, caught between a grandmother who condemns her daughter’s
radical past and a mother who wants her daughter to be free from its consequences. In
Jasmin lolani Hakes's The P6haku, generations of women inherit the responsibility of pro-
tecting an ancient stone and the history it carries, confronting the wounds of displacement
and the enduring ties between family, place, and identity. Winslow, Clark, and Hakes explore
the ways the past persists in families and communities, shaping the lives of those who inherit
its secrets, convictions, and wounds—and ask whether we can ever escape the histories we
did not choose. Moderated by writer and board member of the National Book Critics Circle,
Lauren LeBlanc.

Does Colonialism Ever End?

What does it mean to describe colonialism as past when its borders, hierarchies, violence,
and silences continue to shape the present—and even imagined futures? Bringing together
Karim Kattan's Eden at Dawn, Mahmud El Sayed's The Republic of Memory, and Djaimilia
Pereira de Almeida’s Three Stories of Forgetting, the authors examine literature’s power to
expose the enduring structures of domination dating back to the colonial era and into the
imaginary future. These books explore resistance, complicity, memory, and survival. Together,
the authors question whether a genuine rupture is possible with the past, or whether endur-
ing structures and institutions continue to control and determine the future. Moderated by
writer and translator Jeremy Tiang (State of Emergency).

Keep the Festival Free!
Make a donation at:
www.brooklynbookfestival.org






FESTIVAL DAY SCHEDULE - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

PROGRAMS

AUTHORS

VENUES

When We Gather: On Food, Celebration, and Ritual

Amber Mayfield Hewett, Natasha Pickowicz, Ashanté M. Reese,
Danielle Davenport

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Give Us Our Daily Dread: Horror Comics

James Tynion IV, Chris Condon, Ezra Claytan Daniels,
Tabrizia Jones

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

Reclaiming The Human Connection: Movement, Media,
And Micro-Rituals

lan Bogost, Bruce Feiler, Manoush Zomorodi, Jessica Grose

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Nostalgia With A Twist

K. Ancrum, Katie Bernet, Cindy Pham, Rajani LaRocca

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Public Library’s Book Prize Winners’ Panel

At the Gate

Sarah Aziza, Emily Hunt Kivel, Meghan O'Rourke

Cornelius Eady, Adrian Matejka, Tracy K. Smith, Camille Rankine

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Phases of the Self

Sigrid Nunez, Davey Davis, Brandon Taylor, Manuel Gonzales

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Branching Out: On the Future of Environmental
Storytelling, presented by Orion Magazine

Meera Subramanian, Maria Pinto, Nicholas Triolo,
Neal Thompson

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Politics and the Responsibility of Writing, presented by
The New York Review of Books

Namwali Serpell, Francine Prose, Merve Emre

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

Bold Paths to Reform, presented by Brooklyn Law School

Mechele Dickerson, Héléne Landemore, Sarah C. Haan

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Booked & Banned

Libba Bray, Camryn Garrett, Darcie Little Badger, Mike Curato

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Secrets of the Stacks of New York City

Musical Lives Revisited

Amy Mikel, Doug Reside, David Giles

Margena A. Christian, Jamie Fisher, Joshua Jelly-Schapiro,
David Hajdu

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Reimagining America

Erika Meitner, Tina Chang, Jonah Mixon-Webster, Edgar Kunz

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Who? New!

Isle McElroy, Radhika Singh, Ankur Thakkar, Jules Wernersbach,
CheYeun

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Myths, Monsters, and the Stories We Tell

Téa Obreht, Deesha Philyaw, John Manuel Arias,
Jordan Hernandez

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

Secrets, Lies and Memory

Rachel Aviv, Tom Junod, Ed Park, Naomi Extra

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Fall Into Fantasy

Sarah Beth Durst, Shannon J. Spann, Amélie Wen Zhao,
M.J. Hastings

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Women Changing History

Andrea Chalupa, Krystal Quiles, Susan Simensky Bietila,
Meg Lemke

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

NBF Presents: Returning to the Page

Hannah Lillith Assadi, Anelise Chen, Grace Krilanovich,
Natalie Green

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

The Price of a Good Life

Courtney Maum, Cleyvis Natera, Kayla Rae Whitaker, Tracy O'Neill

Center Stage in Columbus Park

The Poet Translator

Haleh Liza Gafori, John Murillo, Yasmine Seale,
Ricardo Alberto Maldonado

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

2026 BoBi Honoree Amitav Ghosh in Conversation with
Nathaniel Rich

Amitav Ghosh, Nathaniel Rich

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

The Anti-Equality Era

Derrick Palmer, Kim Phillips-Fein, Ben Tarnoff, Sam Adler-Bell

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Come to My Cottage

Angelica Cheng, Stef Ferrari, Ashley Woodfolk, Page Powars

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Worlds in Transit

Rachel Khong, M Lin, Megha Majumdar, Ken Chen

Tayari Jones, Namwali Serpell, Dana A. Williams, Saeed Jones

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)

1 :3 0 The Many Facets of Toni Morrison
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PROGRAMS

AUTHORS

VENUES

The Lives We Fight For

Marlon James, Davin Malasarn, Bobuq Sayed, Catherine LsSota

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Too Close For Comfort

Bindu Bansinath, Giada Scodellaro, Karan Mahajan, Zain Khalid

Center Stage in Columbus Park

The Culinary Life: Crafting Narrative and Memoir
Through Food

Tanya Bush, Zahra Tangorra, Brigid Washington, Lisa Donovan

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Mountains, Jungles and Deserts

Sharmini Aphrodite, Chen-Fu Hsu, Claire Vaye Watkins,
Ashley Dawson

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

Nature from the Margins

Nathan H. Lents, Beronda L. Montgomery,
Chanda Prescod-Weinstein, Joseph Osmundson

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Can You Keep A Secret?

Natasha Diaz, Michael Ruhlman, E. L. Shen, Danielle Valentine

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

250 Years of American Activism

Motherhood and Violence

The Consequences of Desire

Jarrett Dapier, Angélique Roché, R. Sikoryak, Colin Starger

‘Pemi Aguda, Andrea Bajani, Edwidge Danticat,
Meghan O'Rourke

T Clark, Emma Copley Eisenberg, T Kira Madden,
Joseph Earl Thomas

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

The Cost of Fame

Dimitry Elias Léger, Emma Straub, Teddy Wayne,
Adriana Ladouceur

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Breaking Through: Navigating the Journey from “Emerging
Writer” to Debut Novelist

Hafeez Lakhani, Sarah Wang, Katie Yee, Gina Chung

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

What We Inherit, What We Retell

Sinan Antoon, Violaine Huisman, Valeria Luiselli, Sanaé Lemoine

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

250 Years in Search of a More Perfect Union, presented by
The Nation

Martin Espada, William Hogeland, Regina Mahone, Dave Zirin,
John Nichols

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

New Works: A Poetry Reading

Will Brewer, Peggy Robles-Alvarado, R. A. Villanueva, Maya C.
Popa, Parker Menzimer

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Liberation Sounds

Jibola Fagbamiye, JD Glass

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church

The Pl We C Tayari J , Douglas Stuart, Greg Mani .
¢ Hlaces e Larry ayari Jones, Louglas Stuart, freg Mania 157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)
You Then, Me Now Nalma. Coster, Emily Nemens, Stephanie Wambugu, Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza
Kyle Dillon Hertz
The Women Who Shape Us Sarah Blakley-Cartwright, Jordy Rosenberg, Avigayl Sharp, Center Stage in Columbus Park

Fanta Diallo

What the Past Refuses to Bury

Melissa Faliveno, Amitav Ghosh, Robyn Gigl, Hamilton Cain

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

Dissidents and Movements: Being Part of the Solution

Julia Angwin, Jelani Cobb, Ami Fields-Meyer, Anand Gopal,
Carlos Menchaca

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Unbridled

Quiara Alegria Hudes, Morgan Thomas, Nathaniel Rich,
Olivia Rutigliano

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Survive, Salvage and Protest: Comics and the Climate

Multifaceted Manifestos: A Conversation with Marlon James
and Colson Whitehead

When Worlds Collide: How the NYC Underground Rewrote
Global Culture

Katy Doughty, Renée Nault, Danica Novgorodoff, Kait Walser

Colson Whitehead, Marlon James, Johnny Temple

Fab 5 Freddy, Gillian McCain, Will Hermes

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Future Ancestors

Fatimah Asghar, Diamond Forde, Naomi Shihab Nye,
Meghan O'Rourke, Hafizah Augustus Geter

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Solitary Paths

Yu-Mei Balasingamchow, Kiran Desai, Leila Slimani, Margie Cook

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street

How to Build A Fascist-Free Future: Lessons from the Past,
Encouragement for the Present

Ibram X. Kendi, Yotam Marom, Osita Nwanevu, Vince Warren

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Re-enacting, Revisiting History

Eduardo Halfon, Cristina Rivera Garza, Jeyamohan, Sabir Sultan

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street
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MAIN STAGE
209 Joralemon Street - Borough Hall Plaza

(Rain Venue: Brooklyn
Borough Hall Community Room)

11am At the Gate

Poets Cornelius Eady (Proof: Inaugural Poem Suite), Adrian
Matejka (Be Easy: New & Selected Poems), and Tracy K. Smith
(Such Color: New and Selected Poems) read and reflect on
what they have inherited from Lucille Clifton’s poetry and
the possibilities her work continues to open for poets today.
Moderated by Brooklyn Literary Council Co-Chair Camille
Rankine (Incorrect Merciful Impulses).

12pm Musical Lives Revisited

What is the relationship between the lives and the legacies
of some of our most familiar musical voices? And how has
each changed since the peak of their fame? Join Joshua
Jelly-Schapiro (Daylight Come: Harry Belafonte and the
World He Made), Margena A. Christian (/t's No Wonder: The
Life and Times of Motown’s Legendary Songwriter Sylvia Moy),
and Jamie Fisher (Nobody Broke Your Heart: An Intimate
Biography of Elliott Smith) for a discussion of how music lives
in the world. Moderated by David Hajdu (Adrianne Geffel:
A Fiction).

1pm NBF Presents: Returning to the Page

The National Book Foundation’s 5 Under 35 prize recognizes
debut fiction authors at the beginning of their careers, sign-
aling writers to watch and read for years to come. Join past
honorees—all with recent releases—Hannah Lillith Assadi
(Sonora, 2018 5 Under 35 honoree; Paradiso 17), Anelise
Chen (So Many Olympic Exertions, 2019 5 Under 35 honoree;
Clam Down: A Metamorphosis), and Grace Krilanovich (The
Orange Eats Creeps, 2010 5 Under 35 honoree; Acid Green
Velvet) for readings and conversation on receiving early
recognition, returning to the page, and building a life in and
around books. Moderated by Natalie Green, Director of
Programs & Partnerships at the National Book Foundation.
Presented in partnership with the Brooklyn Book Festival and
the National Book Foundation.

2pm The Lives We Fight For

For people whose identities place them at odds with the
societies, families, and communities they inherit, simply
living openly can be an act of extraordinary courage. In
Bobuq Sayed's No God But Us, two queer Afghan men find
themselves navigating exile, love, and an increasingly au-
thoritarian Istanbul while trying to build lives on the margins
of society. In Marlon James’ The Disappearers, eight queer
men in 1980s Kingston come together through theater, only
to confront the violence and hatred directed at them when
their secret is exposed. And in Davin Malasarn’s The Outer
Country, a family’s attempts to protect a young boy from a
world that does not accept his queerness instead leave him
to reconcile with the scars of that protection as he grows into
himself. Together, these novels ask what survival demands
of us—and what it means to claim a life on our own terms.
Moderated by creativity coach and Feed the Art podcast host
Catherine LaSota.

3pm The Consequences of Desire

Desire can be liberating, dangerous, exhilarating, and de-
structive—and the pursuit of it can expose the complicated
power dynamics beneath our most intimate relationships.
In Emma Copley Eisenberg’s Fat Swim, characters con-
front the ways bodies are watched, judged, desired, and
remembered, finding connection in a world that often asks
them to see themselves through the eyes of another. In T
Clark’s All This Want (and | Can’t Get None), young Black girls,
women, and nonbinary characters navigate the volatile
space between adolescence and adulthood, where sex,
desire, intimacy, and power eventually collide. And in T Kira
Madden’s Whidbey, a woman fleeing the man who abused
her as a child becomes entangled in a mystery involving
revenge, violence, and competing versions of the truth.
These three writers explore what our desires reveal about
us, and what can happen when that desire collides with
power. Moderated by Joseph Earl Thomas (God Bless You,
Otis Spunkmeyer).

4pm You Then, Me Now

Some friendships feel like they'll last forever—until they
reach a breaking point. In Stephanie Wambugu’s Lonely
Crowds, two girls initially bonded together by rough up-
bringings have their friendship tested decades later as they
enter the competitive art world of New York City in the 90s.
In Emily Nemens' Clutch, five best friends of two decades
have survived through COVID, childbirth, and midcareer
challenges, but when a reunion trip to Palm Springs finally
makes it out of the group chat, they realize just how much
their lives have changed since their college days. In Naima
Coster’s Take What You Can, two best friends move near one
another when they're both pregnant so that they can raise
their children together, but the harsh realities of class differ-
ence, the demands of marriage and motherhood, and an old,
unspoken rift threaten to destroy their bond. Moderated by
Kyle Dillon Hertz (The Lookback Window).

5pm When Worlds Collide: How the NYC Underground
Rewrote Global Culture

What happens when Uptown rhyming meets Downtown
noise? Join legendary visual artist, filmmaker, and cultural
pioneer Fab 5 Freddy, whose brand-new memoir Everybody’s
Fly drops readers directly into the birth of hip-hop and the
East Village art explosion, and Gillian McCain, co-author of
the seminal punk oral history Please Kill Me, which is celebrat-
ing its 30th anniversary, for an electric cross-genre dialogue
about the subterranean creative synergy of late-70s/
early-80s NYC. Together, they track how the raw subcultures
and youth movements that collided in this extraordinary
moment—when the Bronx met CBGB, graffiti scaled fine art
walls, and artists like Blondie cross-pollinated genres—went
on to permanently rewire global sound and style. Moderated
by veteran music journalist, author, and critic Will Hermes.

BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL COURTROOM
209 Joralemon Street
(enter from east side)

10am Give Us Our Daily Dread: Horror Comics

It's not a comeback anymore—the horror genre keeps
growing in contemporary comics. Moving from Batman to
original horror hits such as Something is Killing The Children,
James Tynion IV has made Exquisite Corpses, a serial
killer battle royale, into the crown jewel of his genre fiction
production house Tiny Onion. That Texas Blood co-creator
Chris Condon continues to explore the dark corners of
the American West with News from the Fallout. And Ezra
Claytan Daniels follows up his award-winning graphic
novels Upgrade Soul and BTTM FDRS with Mama Came
Callin’, a tale set in the Florida bayou where a young biracial
woman uncovers her estranged father’s role in a grisly hate
crime. Get frightened and fascinated by these authors’ take
on modern horror. Moderated by Tabrizia Jones, Graphics
Committee member and New York City librarian.

11am Politics and the Responsibility of Writing, presented
by The New York Review of Books

Amid the polarized politics and censored speech of our
current moment, everyone with a platform is being urged
to speak up. But do all writers have a responsibility to be
political? What does political writing look like in today’s
climate—and how effective is it? Three award-winning au-
thors, academics, and regular contributors to The New York
Review of Books, Namwali Serpell (On Morrison), Francine
Prose (Six Weeks in the Country), and Merve Emre, discuss
the art, merits, and responsibility of political writing.

|
PROGRAM SEATING INFO

Many of our programs are very popular and we
encourage you to arrive early if you would like

a seat. After each program, the audience will be
asked to leave the room so that we may seat the
audience for the next program. Please respect
the judgement of our room and line monitors to
accommodate as many people as possible.

12pm Myths, Monsters, and the Stories We Tell

Every community creates stories about its saints and sinners,
heroes and monsters—but what do those stories conceal as
much as they reveal? In John Manuel Arias’ Crocodilopolis,
a powerful political family’s mythology of greatness gives
way to a story of corruption, revenge, and betrayal. In Téa
Obreht’s Sunrise, three lives separated by more than a
century converge around a legendary town whose history
has become inseparable from its myths, reenactments, and
stories of heroes and villains. And in Deesha Philyaw’s The
True Confessions of First Lady Freeman, a woman who has
constructed an enviable public identity within the church
discovers just how quickly that carefully maintained image
can falter. These writers explore stories that make sense of
power, and what happens when the truth underneath it
all can't be contained. Moderated by Jordan Hernandez,
founder and curator of Completely Booked.

1pm 2026 BoBi Honoree Amitav Ghosh in Conversation
with Nathaniel Rich

2026 BoBi honoree and NYT bestselling novelist Amitav Ghosh
will be joined in conversation by Nathaniel Rich, author of
Cloudthief and three previous novels. Ghosh is the author of 11
novels including Sea of Poppies (shortlisted for the Man Booker
Prize), The Circle of Reason, which won the Prix Médicis étranger,
and most recently Ghost-Eye. His works of nonfiction include The
Great Derangement and The Nutmeg’s Curse.

2pm Mountains, Jungles and Deserts

A tense political climate and fractured society can have many
victims, but a critical one is often forgotten: the environment.
How do novelists capture the hyper development of natural
environments and wildlife? These books place the beauty of the
natural world in juxtaposition with its devastation. Exploring
three very different cultures and ecosystems—the mountains
of Tibet, the Malayan jungle, and the Mojave Desert—Chen
Fu-Hsu (What's a Snow Leopard to You?, trans. Howard Goldblatt
and Sylvia Li-Chun Lin), Sharmini Aphrodite (The Unrepentant:
Short Stories), and Claire Vaye Watkins (Yellow Pine) speak on
the exploitation of nature for political and economic ends.
Moderated by Ashley Dawson (Environmentalism from Below).

3pm What We Inherit, What We Retell

How and why do the stories we inherit become part of the
narratives we tell about ourselves? Drawing on myth, song,
literature, and cultural memory, internationally acclaimed au-
thors Sinan Antoon, Violaine Huisman, and Valeria Luiselli
discuss intertextuality as a way of thinking through memory,
exile, family, history, and identity in their respective novels,
Of Loss and Lavender, The Monuments of Paris, and Beginning
Middle End. What happens when private memory meets col-
lective history? And can cultural canons offer a way not only of
remembering the past, but also of imagining a life beyond it?
Moderated by Sanaé Lemoine (The Margot Affair).

4pm What the Past Refuses to Bury

Some histories don't fall behind, they cling. In Amitav Ghosh's
Ghost-Eye, a young girl's memories of another life reverberate
across generations, drawing a psychologist, her family, and
eventually a new generation into a mystery connecting past
and present. In Melissa Faliveno’s Hemlock, a woman returns
to the Wisconsin woods where her mother vanished and finds
herself confronting an inheritance that may be psychological,
supernatural, or something more difficult to name. In Robyn
Gigl's All We Hide, a trans detective exiled to the cold case unit
begins digging into the murder of a local trans woman and high
school classmate, a case seemingly connected to the disappear-
ance of her mother. Across very different forms of storytelling,
these writers ask what happens when the past refuses to remain
past. Moderated by book critic Hamilton Cain (This Boy’s Faith).

5pm Solitary Paths

Three acclaimed novelists explore solitude, freedom, and
self-invention. Kiran Desai’s The Loneliness of Sonia and Sunny
follows two young people across India, Vermont, and New York
City as they navigate family ties, social class, and the pursuit
of happiness. Yu-Mei Balasingamchow’s Names Have Been
Changed traces a fugitive’s journey from Singapore to a life
on the run after a petty crime spirals out of control, exploring
identity, reinvention, and the shifting meaning of home. Leila
Slimani's /'ll Take the Fire (trans. Sam Taylor), chronicles a young
woman’s coming-of-age in socially conservative Morocco as
she pursues personal, sexual, and political freedom while defin-
ing her own place in the world. Moderated by Margie Cook,
Associate Manager of Public Programs, New York Public Library.
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CENTER STAGE
Columbus Park

10am When We Gather: On Food, Celebration, and Ritual
In times like these especially, the power of gathering over
shared nourishment and experience ripens with political pos-
sibility in anthropologist Ashanté M. Reese’s Gather, joyful
festivity in entertaining expert Amber Mayfield Hewett's Your
Turn to Host, and fulsome flavor in chef Natasha Pickowicz’s
Everyone Hot Pot. Join us for a wide-ranging conversation
moderated by Danielle Davenport, co-founder of BEM, a
bookstore and foundation celebrating Black food books.

11am Phases of the Self

Artists spend their lives creating from the contradictions of
being alive. In Brandon Taylor’s Minor Black Figures, a painter
researching the career of a forgotten Black artist finds himself
confronting questions about creativity, belief, friendship, and
what it means to make Black art. In Davey Davis’' Casanova 20:
Or, Hot World, two friends grapple with aging, mortality, and
personal loss spurred by the pandemic. And in Sigrid Nunez's /t
Will Come Back to You, decades of short stories trace an evolving
literary sensibility while probing death, grief, art, love, and the
deeper questions tucked within ordinary life. Together, these
three writers consider the complicated relationship between
lived experience and artistic creation—and the ways making
art can become a way of making a self. Moderated by Manuel
Gonzales (The Regional Office is Under Attack!).

12pm Reimagining America

What does it mean to imagine America otherwise? Poets Tina
Chang (LION), Erika Meitner (Assembled Audience), and Jonah
Mixon-Webster (Promise/Threat) read and discuss how poetry
can remake ideas and realities about nation, identity, and be-
longing, finding new ways of imagining our lives. Moderated
by Edgar Kunz (Fixer).

1pm The Price of a Good Life

The promise of prosperity can be seductive—but what hap-
pens when the life we have worked to achieve begins to reveal
its costs? In Courtney Maum's Alan Opts Out, a successful ad-
vertising executive rejects the capitalist system he has spent his
career serving, forcing his family to reconsider its own ambitions
and definition of success. In Cleyvis Natera’s The Grand Paloma
Resort, a luxury vacation paradise exposes the vast divide
between the wealthy visitors enjoying its pleasures and the
workers whose lives are shaped by their demands. And in Kayla
Rae Whitaker's Returns and Exchanges, a Kentucky family’s
American Dream begins to fracture as money, status, ambition,
and changing ideas about the future pull its members apart.
Together, these novels sit with what we sacrifice in pursuit of
success, and whether or not achieving it means getting what we
actually want. Moderated by Tracy O’'Neill (Woman of Interest).

2pm Too Close For Comfort

Place, from the city and neighborhood to the personal space
we call home, informs our identity and this proximity affects
the way we perceive ourselves and others. Giada Scodellaro’s
Ruins, Child follows a group of six Black women tending to each
other in a derelict apartment building in a deteriorating urban
environment while their daily lives are being broadcast, allow-
ing their neighbors—and each other—to monitor and judge
them. In Karan Mahajan’s The Complex, the descendants of
one of India's political architects live in the same dilapidated
apartment building as they compete for influence and power
as well as for more space and better rooms. Bindu Bansinath'’s
Men Like Ours follows a South Asian community in New Jersey,
where the death of a family friend brings the women of Willow
Road together in a police investigation, delivering intel in
the form of neighborhood gossip and snippy comments.
Moderated by Zain Khalid (Brother Alive).

3pm The Cost of Fame

They say the higher you climb, the harder you fall, and the
pursuit of fame across all disciplines comes with unexpected
consequences. In Emma Straub’s American Fantasy, a be-
loved 90s boy band reunion on a cruise ship tests the limits of
fandom with its now older fan base. In Teddy Wayne's The Au
Pair, a floundering literary star is caught up in a scandal with
his Norwegian au pair who adores his books. In Dimitry Elias
Léger’s Death of the Soccer God, a global soccer star’s rise to
the World Cup puts him in the line of tragedy and heartbreak.
All three novels explore the cost of fame and how these
characters deal with a fall from grace. Moderated by Adriana
Ladouceur, the creator of Bring Me Books.

4pm The Women Who Shape Us

Mothers and their proxies tend to take on the bulk of di-
recting a child’s life, which can lead to fraught relationships,
atypical life lessons, and disappointment in the unexpected
direction their child pursues. In Jordy Rosenberg’s Night
Night Fawn, Barbara Rosenberg reflects on her life and
failed guidance of her gender-nonconforming child, who
is taking care of her in an opioid-filled high on her death-
bed. In Sarah Blakley-Cartwright's Heavy Cream, Gerry’s
upbringing is filled with lessons not found in textbooks and
dictated by the whims of a mentally unwell mother who
suddenly abandons her in the care of three women navigat-
ing life in a very different way. In Avigayl Sharp’s Offseason,
the unnamed narrator finds herself back at her parents'
house during a school break, reflecting on her unstable
relationship with her mother and whether her memory of
her is reliable. Moderated by Fanta Diallo, Senior Publicist
at W.W. Norton and Company

5pm Future Ancestors

Poets Fatimah Asghar (Daughter of the Mountains), Diamond
Forde (The Book of Alice), Naomi Shihab Nye (Sidekick), and
Meghan O’Rourke (Sun In Days) read and consider the futures
we can imagine and carry forward or transform for those who
come after us. Moderated by Hafizah Augustus Geter.

NORTH STAGE
Cadman Plaza East and Johnson Street
(Rain Venue: Brooklyn Heights Library - 280
Cadman Plaza West)

11am Branching Out: On the Future of Environmental
Storytelling, presented by Orion Magazine

The genre of environmental writing has been expanding in
recent years. Writers for Orion Magazine have pushed the
boundaries of the genre by exploring the surprising intersec-
tions between nature writing and other forms, themes, and
subjects. Nonfiction writers and Orion contributors Meera
Subramanian (A Better World Is Possible: Global Youth Confront
the Climate Crisis), Maria Pinto (Fearless, Sleepless, Deathless:
What Fungi Taught Me about Nourishment, Poison, Ecology,
Hidden Histories, Zombies, and Black Survival), and Nicholas
Triolo (The Way Around: A Field Guide to Going Nowhere) join
Orion publisher Neal Thompson to discuss these necessary
evolutions in environmental writing and how they transform
our view of the world.

12pm Who? New!

Each season, BKBF presents several debut authors whom
we want to shine the light on for our audience. This year we
present bookstore co-founder Jules Wernersbach (Work To
Do), writer and editor Radhika Singh (Earthly Playing Field),
professor Che Yeun (Tailbone) and multi-media artist Ankur
Thakkar (Blow Yourself Up). Novelist Isle McElroy will intro-
duce the writers and talk about their own experience when
they were a debut author.

1pm The Poet Translator

Poets and translators Haleh Liza Gafori (Rumi’s Gold and
Water), John Murillo (Rafael Alberti's Concerning the Angels),
and Yasmine Seale (Agitated Air: Poems After Ibn Arabi) read
and discuss the generative relationship between poetry and
translation and what happens to a poet’s sense of language,
form, and possibility when working between languages.
Moderated by Ricardo Alberto Maldonado.

2pm The Culinary Life: Crafting Narrative and Memoir
Through Food

Food is life, and for culinary lives—where craft, relationships,
and personal growth are rooted in the kitchen—the lens of
food can sometimes be the clearest vantage point from which
to look back. Join us to explore the ways food guides nar-
rative in memoirs by chefs and writers Brigid Washington,
author of Salt, Sweat & Steam and Zahra Tangorra, author of
Extra Sauce; and in Tanya Bush's narrative cookbook Will This
Make You Happy; moderated by Lisa Donovan, author of Our
Lady of Perpetual Hunger.

3pm Breaking Through: Navigating the Journey from
“Emerging Writer” to Debut Novelist presented by The
Center for Fiction

Each year, the Center for Fiction / Susan Kamil Emerging
Writer Fellowship provides creative and professional support
to nine NYC writers who have not yet published a book of
fiction. Don’t miss this panel with alumni Hafeez Lakhani,
author of Abundance; Sarah Wang, author of New Skin; and
Katie Yee, author of Maggie; Or, a Man and a Woman Walk
into a Bar, about what it takes to break into the world of pub-
lishing. Taking readers from donut shops to hospital rooms
and reality TV sets, their novels weave together humor and
tragedy in equal measure, offering a compelling sample of
what today’s most promising debut authors have to offer.
Moderated by 2021-2022 Fellowship alumna, Gina Chung
(Sea Change).

4pm Trans Voices in Horror, presented by Bloodletter
Magazine and Lofty Pigeon Books

At a time when trans lives are increasingly at risk, Bloodletter
Magazine leverages the power of poetry to alchemize horror
into liberation. Showcasing work from Bloodletter’s first print
anthology, Trans Voices in Horror, this reading and moderated
panel will discuss the ways in which the trans experience
informs the horror genre—as well as the other way around.
Moderated by poet, scholar, and Bloodletter editorial staff
member t.n.s. with contributors Ripley Mandanis, Claire
Orrange, and Veronica Rowan.

ENJOY THE BOOK FESTIVAL
AND SMILE...

Attendees give Brooklyn Book Festival, Inc. or its
designee permission to use their voice, image or
likeness, as it appears, in any photographic or audio
recording, in any manner, in all media, in perpetuity.
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BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL MOOT
COURTROOM
250 Joralemon Street (7th floor)

10am Reclaiming the Human Connection: Movement,
Media, and Micro-Rituals

How do we break the modern cycle of digital exhaustion?
Join Webby Award-winning host Manoush Zomorodi (Body
Electric: The Hidden Health Costs of the New Digital Age and
the New Science to Reclaim Your Well-Being), acclaimed media
theorist lan Bogost (The Small Stuff: How to Lead a More
Gratifying Life) and master cultural chronicler Bruce Feiler (A
Time To Gather: How Ritual Created the World—and How It Can
Save Us) as they map the intersection of physical burnout,
media saturation, and social isolation. Moving past shallow
tech critiques, the three authors offer a tactical masterclass
on how to reclaim our agency, unchain from our screens,
repair our bodies, and rebuild authentic human connection
from the ground up. Moderated by New York Times opinion
writer Jessica Grose.

11am Bold Paths to Reform, presented by Brooklyn Law
School

When the status quo isn't working, ambitious political and
economic reforms are needed. Mechele Dickerson’s The
Middle-Class New Deal looks back to the creation of the
American middle class as a solution to the economic distress
of the Great Depression, laying out a plan to rebuild our mod-
ern middle class and expand economic opportunity for the
everyday American. Héléne Landemore's Politics Without
Politicians reimagines the American government as a true
democracy—one ruled by the people, for the people—by
doing away with politicians and instead electing real civilians
to do the governing. Two authors at the forefront of political
economic research explore the current need for transforma-
tive change, share their vision of the future, and discuss the
challenges of convincing readers to embrace ambitious
ideas. Moderated by Sarah C. Haan, a law professor at
Brooklyn Law School.

12pm Secrets, Lies, and Memory

Every family has a vault, but what happens when we start
digging through the contents? Join New Yorker staff writer
Rachel Aviv (You Won't Get Free of It: Stories of Mothers and
Daughters), journalist Tom Junod (In the Days of My Youth |
Was Told What It Means To Be a Man: A Memoir), and novelist
Ed Park (Three Tenses: A Transmission from the Nineties) for
a mesmerizing conversation on the construction of secrets.
Together, the three master chroniclers will explore the thin
line between memory and myth, pulling back the curtain on
the scripts families use to shield darker realities—and the
many ways we endeavor to protect ourselves from our own
pasts. Moderated by Naomi Extra, writer, cartoonist, and
scholar at Rutgers University.

1pm The Anti-Equality Era

Join Ben Tarnoff (Muskism: A Guide for the Perplexed, co-
authored with Quinn Slobodian), historian Kim Phillips-Fein
(Country of Lords: Neo-Aristocrats, Social Darwinists, Tech
Utopians, and the Long Fight against Equality in America) and
Amazon Labor Union cofounder Derrick Palmer (Handbook
for the Revolution: Building a More Perfect Union for the Twenty-
First Century) for a discussion of the people and systems of
American inequality, and what we might be able to do about
them. Moderated by Sam Adler-Bell, co-host of Know Your
Enemy podcast.

2pm Nature from the Margins

From the fossil record to the edges of space, science passes
through a sense of wonder about humanity and our place
in the universe. Three exemplary science writers on what
the study of the natural world has to say about the human
one: Beronda L. Montgomery (When Trees Testify: Science,
Wisdom, History, and America’s Black Botanical Legacy), Chanda
Prescod-Weinstein (The Edge of Space-Time: Particles, Poetry,
and the Cosmic Dream Boogie) and Nathan H. Lents (The
Sexual Evolution: How 500 Million Years of Sex, Gender, and
Mating Shape Modern Relationships) in discussion. Moderated
by Joseph Osmundson (Spawning Season).

3pm 250 Years in Search of a More Perfect Union, pre-
sented by The Nation

A conversation about what it will take to preserve our
freedom, our democracy, and our future for the next 250
years—and what the last 250 have taught us about the work
still unfinished. As the nation marks a quarter-millennium
since its founding, this panel brings together historians,
poets, journalists and policy experts to explore what “a more
perfect union” has meant, who has been included in that
promise, and what it demands of us now. Featuring historian
William Hogeland, poet Martin Espada, editor and author
Regina Mahone, and writer and podcaster Dave Zirin.
Moderated by John Nichols, Executive Editor of The Nation.

4pm Dissidents and Movements: Being Part of the Solution
Authoritarianism thrives on fear, silence, and conformity.
Breaking that gridlock requires both individual courage and
collective strategy. Join Julia Angwin and Ami Fields-
Meyer (On Courage: How To Be a Dissident in an Age of Fear),
Jelani Cobb (Three or More Is a Riot: Notes on How We Got
Here), and Anand Gopal (Days of Love and Rage: A Story of
Ordinary People Forging a Revolution) for this essential panel
on modern resistance, nationally and internationally. From
committed whistleblowers standing up to corporate and
state power, to civil rights organizers on the front lines, to
the brave Syrian citizens fighting to overthrow a dictatorship,
this reportage and conversation goes behind the scenes of
history and tracks resistance today to show how people can
organize to confront modern tyranny—and make a differ-
ence. Moderated by former NYC Council Member Carlos
Menchaca, Collaborative Governance Academy.

5pm How to Build A Fascist-Free Future: Lessons from the
Past, Encouragement for the Present

Join National Book Award-winner Ibram X. Kendi (Chain of
Ideas), movement leader Yotam Marom (For Louder Days),
and journalist Osita Nwanevu (The Right of The People), in a
wide-ranging discussion of our perilous national moment,
what we can do to secure a brighter future, and how each
of us plays a part in doing so. Moderated by Vince Warren,
Executive Director, Center for Constitutional Rights, and
author of the forthcoming book Protest is Not a Crime.

BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL
STUDENT LOUNGE
250 Joralemon Street (Ground floor)

10am Nostalgia With A Twist

Your favorites like Little Women, Sleeping Beauty, Frankenstein,
and The Ramanya are retold in breathtaking, fantastical, and
sometimes deadly (!) ways in bestselling and award-winning
novels. Join Katie Bernet (Beth Is Dead), Cindy Pham (The
Secret World of Briar Rose), K. Ancrum (Adam, Mine), and
moderator Newbery honoree Rajani LaRocca (Such Great
Heights) in this twisty and fun panel about modern retellings.

11am Booked & Banned

These are the books that readers refuse to put down. Join
renowned authors Darcie Little Badger (Children of Owl),
Camryn Garrett (In Between Days), and NYT-bestselling
author Libba Bray (Under the Same Stars) in a candid con-
versation on banned books, free expression, and the stories
that young adults deserve to read. Moderated by acclaimed
author-illustrator Mike Curato (Flamer).

12pm Fall Into Fantasy

Be transported to incredible, unique fantasy worlds with
bestselling authors! Join Sarah Beth Durst (The Faraway
Inn), Amélie Wen Zhao (The Dragon and the Sun Lotus), and
Shannon J. Spann (A Stage Set for Villains) for a compelling
conversation about magic, romance, power, and family.
Moderated by M.J. Hastings (Firstborn).

1pm Come to My Cottage

Did youfallin love on the ice this year? Keep the romance alive
with other swoon-worthy love stories perfect for fans of both
sports or queer romance! Ashley Woodfolk (Queerleaders),
Angelica Cheng (Fast Track), and Stef Ferrari (Pining for You)
come together about what gets characters’ (and readers’)
hearts beating faster. Moderated by NYT-bestselling author
Page Powars (But | Hate Him).

2pm Can You Keep A Secret?

Get your heartracing during this session featuring bestselling
author Danielle Valentine (Deadly Little Lesson), critically-
acclaimed author E.L. Shen (Foreigners) and award-winning
author Michael Ruhlman (A Taste of Somewhere Else) as they
discuss a twisty mystery set at a boarding school that has a
deadly curriculum, a thrilling historical romance that crosses
generations, and a father and son looking for answers during
aroad trip across Spain. Moderated by award-winning author
Natasha Diaz (What Lies Beneath the Flowers).

3pm New Works: A Poetry Reading

Poets Will Brewer (Nocturama), Peggy Robles-Alvarado
(Burn Me Back), Maya C. Popa (If You Love That Lady), and R.
A. Villanueva (A Holy Dread) read from their new volumes
of poetry. Introduced by Parker Menzimer, Public Programs
Director, Poetry Society of America.

4pm Unbridled

Some feelings resist containment. Left unbridled, they can
drive a person to decisions that feel inevitable in the moment
and unrecognizable in hindsight. In Quiara Alegria Hudes'
The White Hot, a single mother’s all-consuming rage starts to
appear in her young daughter and triggers only one response:
to leave her child. In Morgan Thomas’ Mad Eden, a Southern
trans healthcare worker recalls a summer of utmost joy that is
followed by an unexpected unraveling of everything they've
carefully built. In Nathaniel Rich’s Cloudthief, a climate jour-
nalist's sense of malaise leads him to be drawn into a plot to
rob a data center. Moderated by Olivia Rutigliano.

BROOKLYN
BOQ KFESTIVAL

Brooklyn Book Festival is a not for profit.

Sales from official shirts, tote bags and posters
support BKBF's free programs.




FESTIVAL DAY PROGRAMS - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 1"

(All festival venues are wheelchair accessible)

THE CENTER FOR BROOKLYN HISTORY
128 Pierrepont Street

10am Brooklyn Public Library’s Book Prize Winners’ Panel
with Meghan O’Rourke

Hear winners Sarah Aziza and Emily Hunt Kivel, the win-
ners of this year’s Brooklyn Public Library’s Book Prize, discuss
their work The Hollow Half: A Memoir of Bodies and Borders and
Dwelling—in a conversation that will delve into the book’s
inception and creation. Each fall, Brooklyn Public Library hon-
ors outstanding works of nonfiction and fiction/poetry with
the BPL Book Prize. Past winners include Mosab Abu Toha,
Emet North, Catherine Lacey, Lamya H, John Paul Brammer,
Xochitl Gonzalez, Craig Taylor, and Threa Almontaser, and
many others. Moderated by Meghan O’Rourke.

11am Secrets of the Stacks of New York City

If you think all city libraries are similar, think again. NYPL's
Library for the Performing Arts houses one of the world's
most extensive research collections in theater, film, dance,
music, and recorded sound; and Brooklyn Public Library
houses unique collections such as the first-ever public mu-
sical instrument lending library. Dive deep into the stacks
of these libraries in a conversation with Amy Mikel, Senior
Director at Brooklyn Public Library; and Doug Reside,
Curator of the Billy Rose Theatre Division, NYPL for the
Performing Arts. Moderated by David Giles, Chief Strategy
Officer at Brooklyn Public Library.

12pm Women Changing History

Across fiction, biography, and memoir, three new graphic
novels show the motivations, agency, and bravery of intelli-
gentwomen up against powerful men and totalitarian armies.
Andrea Chalupa (Mrs. Orwell) dives into the life of Eileen
Blair, poet and wife of George Orwell, who accompanied him
to Spain when he chose to fight against Franco’s fascist army.
Susan Simensky Bietila (Front Lines: A Lifetime of Drawing
Resistance) illustrates her full life as an activist, moving from
the pioneering second-wave feminist newspaper RAT to the
World War 3 Illustrated comics collective while building and
deploying protest art for decades of social justice move-
ments. And Krystal Quiles adapts Julia Alvarez’s In the Time
of the Butterflies, which studies the lives, loves and failures of
the Mirabal sisters, based on real women who resisted the
dictatorship of Trujillo in the Dominican Republic. Moderated
by Meg Lemke, Publishers Weekly editor and editor in chief of
MUTHA Magazine.

1pm Worlds in Transit

What does it mean to leave home behind to make another
elsewhere? In Megha Majumdar’s A Guardian and a Thief, a
mother desperately searches for stolen immigration docu-
ments as a worsening crisis in Kolkata threatens her family’s
chance to reach America, while the thief who absconded with
them struggles to protect his own family. In M Lin's The
Memory Museum, characters move between China, America,
and imagined futures, confronting the disorientation of migra-
tion and the contradictions of living between cultures, races,
and classes. And in Rachel Khong's My Dear You, questions
of Asian American identity and belonging emerge through
stories that move playfully between earthly, supernatural,
robotic, and immortal. These three writers explore the strange,
sometimes painful space between where we come from and
the places we want to call home. Moderated by Ken Chen,
(Juvenilia).

2pm 250 Years of American Activism

The comic book can lampoon the powerful, illustrate ideas,
and preserve the history of activists and popular struggle.
R. Sikoryak’s Declaration, Illustrated remixes pop icons to
make an illuminated, accessible edition of the Declaration
of Independence, inviting us to question the contradictions
and unfinished business of our country’s values. Angélique
Roché, through deep community research into generations
of Black activism, preserves the story of the fight for federal
recognition of Juneteenth as a holiday in First Freedom: The
Story of Opal Lee and Juneteenth. Jarrett Dapier’'s Wake Now
in the Fire, documents high school students in Chicago who
resisted a district-wide ban on the award-winning graphic
novel Persepolis. Join these three authors’ discussion of
what a comic can do to defend democracy. Moderated
by Colin Starger, Professor at the University of Baltimore
School of Law and legal activist.

3pm Liberation Sounds

Music and the people who produce it are an engine of cul-
tural change and transformation. Jibola Fagbamiye’s Fela:
Music Is the Weapon documents the larger-than-life music
and activism of Fela Kuti. After being influenced by the Black
Power movement, Kuti became one of the principal innova-
tors of Afrobeat, as well as a dedicated political activist ar-
rested over 200 times protesting his country’s military juntas.
JD Glass documents another heady, political music scene in
Punk Like Me, which explores escaping repression and finding
queer freedom in the anarchic punk world of CBGB and the
Lower East Side in the 1980s.

4pm Survive, Salvage and Protest: Comics and the Climate
Young people today know that climate change is altering
the world before their eyes. What will the future world look
like—and will we survive? In her YA science-fiction graphic
novel Salvage, Renée Nault depicts a class-stratified future
megacity traversed by carefree technocratic children even
as the outskirts of the city scrape by on salvaging and resell-
ing the products of prior industry from buried city layers
beneath the water. In How To Survive The End Of The World,
Katy Doughty charts the different crises that might come
to a head within our lifetime, and what has tipped the scales
during previous climatic and other disasters for the human
race. But all hope is not lost: Danica Novgorodoff discusses
her and journalist Meera Subramanian’s exploration of
youth climate activism and its impacts in their nonfiction
comic A Better World Is Possible: Youth Confront the Climate
Crisis. Moderated by Kait Walser of the NYC Climate Writers
Collective & the Climate Imaginarium.

5pm Re-enacting, Revisiting History

History can appear in different guises in novels—as his-
torical setting, archival material, or storylines evoking past
traumas. In Jeyamohan’s White Elephant (trans. Priyamvada
Ramkumar), a nineteenth-century rebellion is captured
against the backdrop of colonial rule in India; while Cristina
Rivera Garza’s The Autobiography of Cotton (trans. Christina
MacSweeney), weaves family history and historical records
to create a multi-layered portrait of 1930s Mexico-U.S.
borderlands. In Tarantula (trans. Daniel Hahn), Eduardo
Halfon evokes a reimagined version of his own 1980s
Guatemalan childhood—and the Jewish summer camp
that, oddly, featured Nazi re-enactments. Will the cycle go
unbroken? Moderated by Sabir Sultan, director of World
Voices Festival.

ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
157 Montague Street
(enter on Clinton Street)

1:30pm The Many Facets of Toni Morrison

Novelists and critics Tayari Jones (Kin), Namwali Serpell (On
Morrison), and Dana A. Williams (Toni at Random) explore
the life and legacy of the great Toni Morrison, across the wide
expanse of her literary life and works. The writers engage
too with how their own work is in dialogue with Morrison,
how her legacy would change the trajectories of their own
writings and approaches to American letters. Moderated by
Saeed Jones, (People’s Project, How We Fight for Our Lives).

2:30pm Motherhood and Violence

Three acclaimed novelists explore motherhood, family, and
the lasting effects of violence across generations and com-
munities. Andrea Bajani (The Anniversary, trans. Geoffrey
Brock) examines the legacy of domestic abuse through a
son's decision to sever ties with his family. Edwidge Danticat
(Dey) follows a Haitian American woman confronting grief,
trauma, and the fragile bonds between parents and children
after a random act of violence. ‘Pemi Aguda (One Leg on
Earth) blends folklore and history to explore pregnancy,
urban change, and the unseen forces shaping women'’s
lives in Lagos. Together, these novels examine the bonds
that endure, those that break, and what cannot be severed.
Moderated by Meghan O’Rourke, (Sun In Days).

3:30pm The Places We Carry

Home can be the place a person come from, the place they
long to escape, and the place that continues to shape them
long after they have left. In Douglas Stuart’s John of John, Cal
returns to the remote Isle of Harris and to his father, whose ex-
pectations of his son clash with Cal’s struggle between who he
is and the life he wants. In Tayari Jones'Kin, two women raised
together in a small Louisiana town find their lives pulled apart
by family, loss, ambition, and the search for belonging. Stuart
and Jones explore the ties that bind us to family—and the
secrets, absences, and inherited expectations that can make
those ties both suffocating and sustaining. Together, these
novels ask what happens when we leave the places that shape
us, and what it means to return to them changed. Moderated
by writer and curator Greg Mania (Born to Be Public).

4:30pm Multifaceted Manifestos: A Conversation with
Marlon James and Colson Whitehead

The 1980s is a decade infamous for its chaos, ugliness, and
cruelty, but also adored for the art produced by a restless cul-
ture. These authors masterfully explore a time where beauty
and violence existed simultaneously, and often because of
each other. In Colson Whitehead'’s Cool Machine, a New York
City in transition glimmers with promise, even as a successful
Black storeowner must dip into the underground world of
heists after his family is denied a loan. In Marlon James’ The
Disappearers, a group of queer men in ‘80s Kingston face the
aftermath of a deadly mob attack, struggling to find their
place in a subculture as vibrant and sexy as it is in crisis.
Whitehead and James build thrilling stories that are at heart
love letters to two complicated cities and a gutting reminder
of a not-so-distant past that the marginalized must continue
to heal from. Moderated by Johnny Temple, Brooklyn Literary
Council Co-Chair and Publisher, Akashic Books.

Check out the full schedule at: brooklynbookfestival.org
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SHOW THE LOVETO OUR AUTHORS!
BUY A BOOK AT OUR OFFICIAL BOOKSELLERS AND HAVE YOUR BOOK SIGNED!

The books of authors appearing in programs at the Brooklyn Book Festival are available for sale at the designated booksellers.

Pick up a book and then check the signing schedule to meet your favorite author and have your book signed. *BKBF policy is that

only three books per person will be signed by the author, to respect author time constraints.

LOFTY PIGEON BOOKS (SIGNING TABLE A)

North Stage, Cadman Plaza East
Poets, novelists and cookbook authors on the North Stage will be for sale next to the stage.

BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL (SIGNING TABLE B)

Brooklyn Historical Society, 128 Pierrepont Street

Novelists, graphic novelists and cartoonists participating in programs in the Brooklyn Historical
Society Auditorium will sign their books for sale immediately outside the building.

THE CENTER FOR FICTION (SIGNING TABLE C)

St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church, 157 Montague Street
Books for authors participating in programs at St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church will be
for sale inside the church.

HIVE MIND BOOKS (SIGNING TABLE D)

Center Stage, Columbus Park

Books for authors participating in programs on the Center Stage will be for sale at the adjacent
Hive Mind Books booth.

GREENLIGHT BOOKSTORE (SIGNING TABLE E AND F)

Brooklyn Borough Courtroom 209 Joralemon Street

Main Stage in Borough Hall Plaza

Books for authors in programs held on the Main Stage and in the Brooklyn Borough Hall
Courtroom will be for sale at the Greenlight Bookstore booth located on the Plaza outside

Brooklyn Borough Hall.

BOOKS ON CALL NYC (SIGNING TABLE H - UPSTAIRS)
Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom, 250 Joralemon Street
Books for authors in programs at the Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom will be sold by

Books on Call NYC immediately outside the Moot Courtroom doors.

BOOKS ON CALL NYC (SIGNING TABLE G - DOWNSTAIRS)
Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge, 250 Joralemon Street

Books for authors participating in programs taking place at the Brooklyn Law School Student
Lounge Stage will be for sale at Books On Call NYC outside the building.
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BKBF AUTHOR EVENT AND SIGNING SCHEDULE (A-K) 15
SEE MAP ON BACK FOR EVENT AND SIGNING LOCATIONS
NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING
‘Pemi Aguda St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 3:30PM-C Mechele Dickerson Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 11:00 AM 1200PM-G
Quiara Alegria Hudes Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-H Lisa Donovan North Stage -2:00 PM 3:00PM-A
K. Ancrum Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM -H Katy Doughty The Center for Brooklyn History - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-B
Julia Angwin Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-G Kris Dresen The Center for Brooklyn History - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM -B
Sinan Antoon Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM-F Sarah Beth Durst Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM -H
Sharmini Aphrodite Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-F Cornelius Eady Main Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-E
John Manuel Arias Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM -F Merve Emre Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-F
Fatimah Asghar Center Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-D Martin Espada Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-G
Hannah Lillith Assadi Main Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-E Jibola Fagbamiye The Center for Brooklyn History - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-B
Rachel Aviv Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-G Melissa Faliveno Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM-F
Sarah Aziza The Center for Brooklyn History- 10:00 AM 11:00AM-B Bruce Feiler Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM -G
Andrea Bajani St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 3:30PM-C Stef Ferrari Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-H
Yu-Mei Balasingamchow  Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - F Ami Fields-Meyer Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-G
Bindu Bansinath Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-D Jamie Fisher Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-E
Katie Bernet Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM -H Diamond Forde Center Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-D
Susan Simensky Bietila ~ The Center for Brooklyn History - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-B Haleh Liza Gafori North Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-A
Sarah Blakley-Cartwright ~ Center Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-D Camryn Garrett Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-H
lan Bogost Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM -G Hafizah Augustus Geter ~ Center Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-D
Libba Bray Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-H Amitav Ghosh Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-F
Will Brewer Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00PM -H Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-F
Tanya Bush North Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-A Robyn Gigl Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM-F
Andrea Chalupa The Center for Brooklyn History - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-B JD Glass The Center for Brooklyn History - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-B
Tina Chang Center Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-D Manuel Gonzales Center Stage - 11:00 AM 12.00PM-D
Anelise Chen Main Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-E Anand Gopal Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-G
Ken Chen The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-B Jessica Grose Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM -G
Angelica Cheng Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00PM -H David Hajdu Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-E
Margena A. Christian Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM-E Eduardo Halfon The Center for Brooklyn History - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-B
Gina Chung North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-A M. J. Hastings Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-H
TClark Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM-E Will Hermes Main Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - E
Ezra Claytan Daniels Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 10:00 AM 11:00 PM-F Kyle Dillon Hertz Main Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM-E
Lucille Clifton Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM-E William Hogeland Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-G
Jelani Cobb Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-G Chen-Fu Hsu Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-F
Chris Condon Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 10:00 AM 11:00PM-F Violaine Huisman Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-F
Emma Copley Eisenberg  Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-E Marlon James Main Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-E
Naima Coster Main Stage - 4:00 PM 500 PM-E St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 4:30 PM 5:30PM-C
Mike Curato Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-H SRSl e MainStage= 1200 EM ELUl 52
Edwidge Danticat St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 330PM-C Tayari Jones St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 230PM-C
Jarrett Dapier The Center for Brooklyn History - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-B St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 3:30 PM 430PM-C
Davey Davis Center Stage - 11:00 AM 1200PM-D Saeed Jones St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 2:30PM-C
Ashley Dawson Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-F Tom Junod Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-G
Kiran Desai Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - F Ibram X. Kendi Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00PM-G
Natasha Diaz Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-H Zain Khalid Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-D




i BKBF AUTHOR EVENT AND SIGNING SCHEDULE (K-T)

SEE MAP ON BACK FOR EVENT AND SIGNING LOCATIONS

NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING
Rachel Khong The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-B Joseph Osmundson Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-G
Emily Hunt Kivel The Center for Brooklyn History - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM-B Derrick Palmer Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-G
Grace Krilanovich Main Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-E Ed Park Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-G
Edgar Kunz Center Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-D Cindy Pham Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM -H
Hafeez Lakhani North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM-A Kim Phillips-Fein Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:.00PM-G
Héléne Landemore Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-G Deesha Philyaw Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom 12:00 PM 1:00PM-F
Rajani LaRocca Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 10:00 AM 11:00AM-H Natasha Pickowicz Center Stage - 10:00 AM 11:00AM-D
Dimitry Elias Léger Center Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-D Maria Pinto North Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00PM - A
Sanaé Lemoine Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM -F Maya C. Popa Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-H
Nathan H. Lents Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-G Page Powars Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-H
M Lin The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-B Chanda Prescod-Weinstein  Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-G
Darcie Little Badger Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - H Francine Prose Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM-F
Valeria Luiselli Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM -F Krystal Quiles The Center for Brooklyn History - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-B
T Kira Madden Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM -E Camille Rankine Main Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - E
Karan Mahajan Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-D Ashanté M. Reese Center Stage - 10:00 AM 11:00AM-D
Regina Mahone Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-G Nathaniel Rich Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-F
Megha Majumdar The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-B Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM -H
Davin Malasarn Main Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-E Cristina Rivera Garza The Center for Brooklyn History - 5:00 PM 6:00PM - B
Greg Mania St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 3:30 PM 430PM-C Peggy Robles-Alvarado Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00PM -H
John Manuel Arias Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM-F Angélique Roché The Center for Brooklyn History - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-B
Yotam Marom Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM -G Jordy Rosenberg Center Stage - 4:00 PM 500 PM-D
ek EMSAEGB=ULUAN tohbleE Michael Ruhlman Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-H
Courtney Maum Center Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-D Bobug Sayed Main Stage - 2:00 PM 300 PM-E
Amber Mayfield Hewett Center Stage - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM-D Giada Scodellaro Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-D
Gillian McCai Main Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-E
fHian ickain ain Stage Yasmine Seale North Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-A
Erika Mei -12:00 PM 1:00 PM -
rika Meitner Center Stage - 12:00 00 D Namwali Serpell Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12.00PM-F
Jonah Mixon-Webster Center Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-D St. Ann &the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 230PM-C
Beronda L. Montgomery Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-G Avigayl Sharp Center Stage - 4:00 PM 5.00PM-D
John Murillo North Stage -1:00 PM Z00PM-A E.L.Shen Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-H
Cleyvis Natera Center Stage - 1:00 PM 200PM-D Naomi Shihab Nye Center Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-D
Renée Nault The Center for Brooklyn History - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-B
i 4 R. Sikoryak The Center for Brooklyn History - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-B
Emily Nemens Main Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM-E o
Radhika Singh North Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM - A
John Nichols Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00PM -G
Leila Slimani Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - F
Danica Novgorodoff The Center for Brooklyn History - 4:00 PM 5:00PM-B . .
Tracy K. Smith Main Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - E
Sigrid Nune: Center Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-D
igricitinez 9 Shannon J. Spann Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-H
Osita Nwanevu Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM -G
Emma Straub Center Stage - 3:00 PM 4:.00PM-D
Meghan O'Rourke The Center for Brooklyn History - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM-B o
Douglas Stuart St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 3:30 PM 430PM-C
Center Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00PM-D
Meera Subramanian North Stage - 11:00 AM 12.00PM - A
St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 3:30PM-C
ZahraTangorra North Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-A
Téa Obreht Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-F Ben Tarnoff Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-G




BKBF AUTHOR EVENT AND SIGNING SCHEDULE (T-2) 17
SEE MAP ON BACK FOR EVENT AND SIGNING LOCATIONS

NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING
Brandon Taylor Center Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-D Teddy Wayne Center Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-D
Ankur Thakkar North Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - A Amélie Wen Zhao Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM-H
Morgan Thomas Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM-H Jules Wernersbach North Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-A
VoeplolE e Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-E Kayla Rae Whitaker Center Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM-D

Colson Whitehead St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 4:30 PM 5:30PM-C
Nicholas Triolo North Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00PM-A

Dana A. Williams St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 2:30PM-C
James Tynion IV Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 10:00 AM 11:00 PM -F

Ashley Woodfolk Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00PM-H
Danielle Valentine Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-H

Katie Yee North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-A
R. A.Villanueva Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:.00PM -H CheYeun North Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00PM-A
Stephanie Wambugu Main Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM-E Dave Zirin Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00PM-G
Sarah Wang North Stage - 3:00 PM 400PM - A Manoush Zomorodi Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 10:00AM  11:00 AM -G
Brigid Washington North Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-A Fab 5 Freddy Main Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM -E
Claire Vaye Watkins Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00PM-F Jeyamohan The Center for Brooklyn History - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM-B

OUR PARTNERS HELP

MAKE THE FESTIVAL POSSIBLE.
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18 FESTIVAL DAY VENDORS (A-J)

*Publishers who call New York City home

1804 Books 204
A socialist and non-profit community bookstore at The People's Forum.

Abbeville Press 205
An independent publisher of fine art and illustrated books.

Acacia 213
Acacia is a political, cultural magazine of the Muslim left.

AKPress 413
Worker-run collective publisher of radical books to change the world.

Akashic Books* 517
Akashic Books is a Brooklyn-based independent publishing company.

Akers Follett Press 127
Dedicated to writing and publishing high-quality books.

AME Publishing 206
Your Success Is Our Story.

AnimalBehaviorist.us 102
Publisher: award winning "Behavior Matters for Cats and Dogs.”

Antiphony: a journal & press 126
Antiphony is a quarterly poetry journal and small press.

Art of Meaning LLC 103
A meaning-centered organization teaching purpose, leadership, and
growth through storytelling.

Archipelago Books* 423
Archipelago Books is a nonprofit press publishing translations.

Astra Publishing House* 518
Independent publisher focused on innovative storytelling for all ages.

Ayin Press 610
An independent publishing platform rooted in Jewish culture,
emanating outward.

BAG OF TRICKS Trilogy on EARTH ISLAND PRESS 122
Bag of Tricks is short stories about SF Punks.

Bellevue Literary Press* 424
Books at the intersection of the arts and sciences.

Beyond Bars, Georgia State University 123
A high-quality literary journal for incarcerated writers and artists.

Birds LLC 203
Birds, LLC is a small independent editor-run poetry press.

Birdcoat Quarterly + Ghost Peach Press 207
Sisters: a digital literary journal and a small poetry press.

Black Lawrence Press 415
publisher of contemporary poetry, prose, and anthologies.

Black Sun Lit 402
Publisher of transgeneric poetry and ontological inquiry.

Bloomberg Connects 521, 522
The free arts+culture app.

BOMB Magazine 347
BOMB Magazine’s mission is to deliver the artist’s voice.

Bookforum 212
Bookforum is a book review magazine devoted to books/literature.

Books Are Magic* 336

A family-owned independent bookstore with two locations in Brooklyn.

Brookelyn Mosley 101
Author of emotionally rich contemporary romance with soul.

Brooklyn Institute for Social Research* 611
Critical humanities and social sciences, beyond the traditional
university.

Brooklyn Org 506

Brooklyn Poets* 412
Making poetry community and craft accessible, in Brooklyn & beyond.

Brooklyn Public Library* 505
BPL is among the borough’s most democratic civic institutions.

Cabinet * 239
Brooklyn-based non-profit publisher of books and the magazine
Cabinet.

Cake Zine 120
A literary magazine exploring art, history, and culture through food.

Cambridge University Press 503
Inspiring discovery. Building knowledge. Unlocking potential.

Catapult, Counterpoint, Soft Skull Press, Hawthorne 310
Independent literary imprints Catapult, Counterpoint, Soft Skull Press,
and Hawthorne.

Center for Black Literature 428
CBL expands, broadens and enriches public knowledge of Black
Literature.

The Center for Fiction* 324
A literary nonprofit that builds community through fiction.

Chela’s Books and Things 616
Includes a dozen book titles across several disciplines of study.

CLASH Books 237
An indie press publishing horror, literary fiction, non-fiction & poetry.

Coach House Books 429
Publishing innovative fiction, nonfiction, poetry and drama since 1965.

Columbia Journal* 401
Columbia Journal is a magazine of literature and art.

Columbia University Press* 430
Publisher of scholarly and trade nonfiction for all readers.

The Common 322
Place-focused print and online literary magazine (fiction, nonfiction,
and poetry).

Common Notions Press 236
Independent publisher for the radical imagination and a free society.

Community Bookstore & Terrace Books* 331
Community Bookstore (est. 1971) is Brooklyn's oldest bookstore.

The Community of Literary Magazines & Presses (CLMP) 320, 321
CLMP is an organization serving literary magazines and presses.

Conjunctions 623
Write fearlessly. Read dangerously.Publishing exceptional writing since
1981.

Copper Canyon Press 507
A nonprofit, independent publisher of poetry since 1972.

County Highway 131
America's Only Newspaper.

Cuidono* 208
Cuidono is a small Brooklyn press publishing fiction and history.

Author Daisy Jordan 233
Author of YA and twentysomething fiction, as well as mystery!

Deep Vellum Publishing 312
A nonprofit publisher and arts organization specializing in translated
literature.

Door Is A Jar Literary Magazine 209
Door Is A Jar publishes poetry, fiction, nonfiction, art, drama.

The Drift 606
The Drift is a magazine of culture, literature, and politics.

Driftwood Press 211
Driftwood Press publishes poetry, comics, fiction, and an annual

anthology.

Dungeon Books 214

Science-fiction, fantasy, and tabletop RPG bookstore. Established 2024.

Elastic Magazine 119
Elastic is a print magazine of psychedelic art and literature.

Emily Hanlon, Author 121
Award winning author of the Martha and Mary Mystery series.

Enchanted Lion Books 330
An award-winning indy publisher sharing wonder/curiosity turning 25
in 2027.

Eric R. Watts 622
Books for all ages that inspires, uplift and spark imagination.

Europa Editions 421, 422
An independent publisher of international literature from around the

world.

The Evergreen Review 604

Evergreen publishes stories, essays, and poetry. Since 1957. Now online!

Excavation Comics 130
Excavation is an independent comics publisher.

The Experiment 340, 341
The Experiment is an independent publisher of nonfiction.

Faith L. Justice, author and publisher 218
Prolific Brooklyn author of Roman era historical fiction and nonfiction.

The Feminist Press 410
Publishing radical feminist books and insurgent voices since 1970.

Fence 343
FENCE since 1998; Fence Books celebrates 25 Years in 2026.

FICTION 614
FICTION is a literary magazine founded in 1972.

Filigree Press 402
An independent publisher for writing that resists simple classification.

Fordham University Press* 202
Fordham University Press publishes acclaimed books about Greater
New York.

Freebird Books* 337
A used bookstore focused on New York history and culture.

Futurepoem* 343
Futurepoem is a NYC-based publisher of innovative poetry and prose.

Author Gabriella Kikwaki 134
Imaginative 16 years old author who has published 8 books.

Galiot Press 216
Galiot Press is an innovative, author-centered, independent book
publisher.

Gaudy Boy 511
Publishing Extraordinary Asian Voices.

Get Fresh Books Publishing 217
Get Fresh Books is a literary nonprofit. We publish poetry.

Golden Lights Co. 129
Golden Lights is home to the original literary charm bar.

Granta Magazine 514
Granta is a leading literary magazine based in London.

Graywolf Press 419
Graywolf Press is a nonprofit literary publisher based in Minneapolis.

Hagfish 120
A small press that reissues out-of-print feminist books.

HANGING LOOSE PRESS 509
HLP publishes a literary magazine and books, primarily poetry.

Harvard Review 210
Harvard Review is the literary journal of Harvard University.

Haymarket Books 420
Haymarket Books is a radical, independent, nonprofit book publisher
based in Chicago.

Historical Novel Society NY Chapter Authors: Loretta Goldberg,
Margaret Jean Johnson, Faith L. Justice 218
Volunteer society of authors and readers of historical fiction.

Homeward Books 128
We believe that weird, brave, complex stories deserve a home.

Hub City Press 105
Hub City Press is the South’s premier independent literary press.

Instituto Cervantes 201
Promote Spanish language and cultures of the Spanish speaking world.

Interlink Publishing 318
Palestinian-owned, Massachusetts-based independent publishing
house offering a global perspective.

Jack Ampon 627
Bookmarks, prints and notebooks.

Jacobin 212
Jacobin is a leading voice of the American left.

Jewish Book Council 625
JBC celebrates books that reflect the diversity of Jewish experience.

Jewish Currents 315
A magazine of the Jewish left since 1946.



J.J. Brown Books 106
Be entertained, be horrified, be inspired by J.J. Brown books.

Joni Schwartz-Chaney 133
Author at the Intersection of Faith, Race & Justice.

Joyland Publishing 118
Joyland Publishing is the independent nonprofit publisher.

Kaya Press 304
Publisher of Asian and Pacific Islander diasporic writers.

Kent Priore 108
Author of dark literature.

Khemistry's Wandering Book Nook LLC* 107
NYC's coziest traveling bookstore bringing popular fiction directly to
readers.

Kundiman 304
National nonprofit dedicated to writers and readers of AAPI literature.

Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library 307
Museum and Library dedicated to Kurt Vonnegut, based in Indianapolis.

Laura S. Scherling 407
Laura S. Scherling (Ed.D.) is a designer, researcher, and author.

Library of America 426, 427
A nonprofit organization, publishing America’s greatest writing.

Lilith Publications 232
Independent, Jewish & frankly feminist since 1976.

LittlePuss Press 403
LittlePuss Press is a feminist press run by trans women.

Los Angeles Review of Books 406
LARB is a magazine covering culture, politics, and the arts.

Lost & Found: The CUNY Poetics Document Initiative* 203
We publish texts by figures central to New American Poetry.

Lots of Good Men 109
Products created to guide women spiritually toward healthy loving
relationships.

Love & Legends Books* 116
NYC's only bookstore specializing in fantasy and science fiction

Lux 213
Lux is a socialist, feminist magazine of politics and culture.

LYRA-LOR PRODUCTIONS 231
A company that only sales DENIS JULES GRAY NOVELS.

Mahitab Mahmoud 110
Author of bold stories on identity, silence, and belonging.

Marina Raydun* 111
From USSR to Brooklyn: writing stories of identity, humor, survival.

Martha Jean Johnson, author 218
Author of acclaimed debut Tudor novel The Queen's Musician.

McPherson & Company, Publishers 425
An independent literary and arts publisher since 1974.

McNally Editions* 228
Elevating unduly neglected books and authors—from McNally
Jackson Books.

McSweeney's 603
McSweeney’s is an independent nonprofit publisher based in San
Francisco.

Melville House Publishing* 328
Melville House Publishing is based in Brooklyn.

MetroHop Books 112
MetroHop Books is about things hiding in plain sight.

Mianus River Press 620
IN THEIR PRESENCE, Stories of Women During the AIDS Epidemic

Mil Mundos Books* 608
Mil Mundos curates to celebrate Black, Latinx, & Indigenous heritage.

Milkweed Editions 626
We publish vibrant voices in literary fiction, nonfiction, and poetry

MTA Arts & Design 512
Delivering innovative arts programming throughout the MTA system
since 1985.

n+1 magazine 431
n+1 is a magazine of literature, culture, and politics.

The Nation 325
Principled. Progressive. The Nation speaks truth to power.

National Book Foundation 336
Presenter of the National Book Awards.

National Museum of Taiwan Literature & Taipei Cultural Center in
New York 519, 520

NMTL collects, preserves, interprets, and exhibits Taiwan literary
heritage.

New Directions Publishing 317
An independent publishing company, established in 1936.

New Mundo* 125
NYC and Buenos Aires based publisher of hemispheric American
literature.

The New School* 302
Join the New School's MFA program's community of diverse writers.

New Vessel Press 416
Independent publisher devoted to great books from around the world.

The New York Review of Books / New York Review Books* 417,418
Magazine of ideas and a fiction/nonfiction book publisher.

Nightboat Books 344
Nightboat Books publishes innovative work across genre and form.

Now Voyager 620
A new print magazine of international reporting, art and photography

NYC Books Through Bars* 334
NYC BTB sends books to incarcerated people around the country.

NY Tri-State Sisters in Crime* 345
NY Tri-State crime writers: diverse voices crafting suspenseful,
electrifying stories.

NYU Press* 311
Downtown to the World.

One Story, Inc. 432
ONE STORY builds community through reading and writing short
fiction.

OR Books 325
OR Books is an independent and progressive publishing company.

Orion magazine 626
Orion publishes a quarterly magazine, online content, and hosts
workshops.

Owen Seymour 113
Independent Author writing as Owen Seymour. Book is El Dorado.

The Panacea Review 219
A print literary journal inspired by ephemera.

The Paris Review 329
America’s preeminent literary magazine.

PASSAGER 114
Bi-annual and multilingual magazine dedicated to real and still
journeys.

Pathfinder Books 335
Unions, socialism, Cuban revolution, Black struggle, women's rights,
oppose Jew-hatred.

PEN America 414
National non-profit dedicated to celebrating and defending free expression.

Pen + Brush 504
Pen+Brush, 132-year-old nonprofit fighting for gender equity in the arts.

Penzler Publishers / The Mysterious Bookshop 314
Independent Publisher Headquartered in the World's Oldest Mystery
Specialty Bookstore.

FESTIVAL DAY VENDORS (J-S) "

*Publishers who call New York City home

Pink Tree Press, other name to follow* 124
A woman-owned, not-for-profit press based in New York City.

PM Press 607
PM Press is an independent, radical publisher of books.

Poetry Magazine 238
Stop by for deals, swag & more information about POETRY.

Poetry Society of America 513
The Poetry Society of America was founded in 1910.

Poets & Writers* 433
The nation’s leading nonprofit supporting creative writers since 1970.

Poets Wear Prada 326
Beautifully+designed volumes of well-crafted poetry you want to read.

The Point Magazine 301
A magazine of philosophical writing about everyday life and culture.

Princeton University Press 332
Princeton University Press brings scholarly ideas to the world.

A PUBLIC SPACE 411
literary and arts magazine and press.

Qaraq Books: Reincarnation Chronicles 115
The Reincarnation Chronicles series: 1001 Hidden Histories. One Soul
Family.

Radix Printing & Publishing Cooperative 308
Radix is a union and worker-owned printer and publisher.

Raised Voices Collective 135
Jerry T. Johnson,Poet, Spoken Word Artist.

Reading Partners 404
Nonprofit organization that provides one-on-one tutoring for
elementary school students.

Red Comet* 602
Brooklyn-based independent children’s book publisher focused on
illustrated storytelling.

Revolution Books 612
Bookstore that's political, intellectual, cultural center for movement for
revolution.

The Ripped Bodice * 234, 235
Brooklyn's Independent Romance Only Bookstore.

Romance Writers of America and RWANYC - New York City* 338, 339
To enhance the careers of writers in the romance genre.

Roundabout Press* 617
We're an indie press outside of NYC.

Rutgers University Press 305
Bold Ideas, Essential Reading from Rutgers University Press.

Sagging Meniscus 226
Sagging Meniscus Press publishes books that want to be themselves.

Sandorf Passage 227
Books inspired by conflict zones and the dangers of complacency.

Sarah Lawrence College MFA Writing & Writing Institute 223
Sarah Lawrence College’s nationally recognized MFA Writing program
(Bronxville, NY).

Science Fiction and Fantasy Publishing 623
Science Fiction and Fantasy Publishing: Gripping thrillers and mythic sagas.

Seven Stories Press 434
World literature, political non-fiction, and other works of radical
imagination.

She Writes Press 224, 225
SWP publishes women authors of fiction and non-fiction.

SIDIQ PUBLISHING 132
Sidigpublishing.com offers books on contemporary Islam, Iman, and lhsan.

Simon & Schuster* 229, 230
Simon & Schuster is a global, general interest book publisher.

Solid Objects 309
Solid Objects publishes poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and drama.



2 FESTIVAL DAY VENDORS (S-2)

The Southampton Review 104
TSR: The Southampton Review. A compelling literary and arts journal.

Southwest Review / New Pony 215

Founded in 1915, the third-longest-running literary quarterly in the U.S.

Staircase Books 210
Staircase Books publishes writing of enduring cultural and aesthetic value.

Strange Inc. 408
A Muslim creative institution. Art from Peace. Peace through Art.

Street Noise Books 313
Real books for people who give a damn.

SuMon Publishers 323
We publish books on Ancient Egypt and Black America.

Tapioca Stories 602

Publishing house of Latin American children’s books for English readers.

Thomas M. Wing 220
Award-winning author of nautical military fiction, modern and
historical.

Dr. Tonya Alston-Sutton - Teaching All Students 409
Mission is to support, encourage, and promote brilliance in others.

Topos Press 125
Topos Press is the micro-press publishing division of Topos Bookstore.

Tra Publishing 605
Creating beautifully crafted books that promote social and
environmental consciousness.

Transit Books 601
Transit Books publishes award-winning literature from around the world.

The Twisted Spine* 306
NYC's first bookstore for horror and dark literature.

Three Rooms Press* 316
Three Rooms Press is a fiercely independent New York-based publisher.

TooFar Media 342
TooFar Media's Immersive Storyworlds combine book, music, art,
animation, film.

Two Lines Press 515
Award-winning press publishing daring and original literature in

translation.

Turtle Point Press 333
Delighting readers with uncommon literature from near and far.

Ugly Duckling Presse 319
UDP is a nonprofit, collectively-run publisher of poetry and translations.

Valenza Publishing, 615
Works of all fiction genres supporting creative freedom and veterans.

Verso Books 510
Verso Books is an independent, radical publisher established in 1970.

Vine Leaves Press 117

VOLUME 0 221
The new lit scene. for people who like stories.

Wakefield Press 327
A publisher of overlooked gems and literary oddities in translation.

Wave Books 435
Wave Books is an independent poetry press based in Seattle.

Wendy Swift 117
Award-winning author of true crime memoir, A Dream Life.

Whiskey Tit 502
We restore degradation and intellectual rigor to the literary arts.

Whylslam 405
An Educational nonprofit working to dispel misinformation about Islam.

Hear From Our Authors

Where is your favorite place to read and why?

What's the last book that had you reading past your bedtime?

You're stuck on a desert island. What book could you reread for
5 years while you are waiting to be rescued?

Tell us your best book-receiving experience.

Who made reading important to you?

If you had the power to create your own fantasy BKBF panel -
any writer or artist, dead or alive — who would you love to see
discussing books?

These questions and more are answered by this year's
Brooklyn Book Festival authors. Hear from Tina Chang,
Adam Gidwitz, M. Lin, and others.

Explore the free festival guide
on Bloomberg Connects

BROOKLYN
BOO KFESTIVAL

*Publishers who call New York City home

Wildebeest Publishing Company, LLC 619
A responsible service publisher with unHerd of author support.

William High and Lieba 2 613
William brings to you the unspoken truth about necessary history.

Woodhall Press 135

Women's National Book Association 436
WNBA connects, educates, advocates, and leads in the literary
community.

Women Writing Women's Lives* 222
CUNY seminar Women Writing Women's Lives fosters women's female
biographers.

World Editions 516
The independent press World Editions publishes literary fiction in
translation.

Worldwide Buddies 621
Playful children's books and games to explore the world!

The Word Is Change: Books, Used + New* 346
The Word Is Change is a used-and-new bookstore in Bed-Stuy.

The Writers Studio 609
Workshops Helping Writers Achieve Literary Goals Since 1987.

The Yale Review 618
The Yale Review is the oldest little magazine in America.

ZEPHYR PRESS 437
Zephyr Press is an independent nonprofit publisher specializing in
translation.

Zone Books 508
Zone Books an independent publisher of nonfiction titles in the
humanities.



SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

Back-to-School in Bed-Stuy (In Person) é\m

Join Brooklyn Book Bodega, House of SpeakEasy, and READ
718 for a celebration of young readers. Featuring Theodor
Seuss Geisel Award-winning author and illustrator James
Yang, reading from A Universe Big & Small: A Story About Carl
Sagan. Families can enjoy crafts, giveaways, and free books
for all ages. The event will also feature House of SpeakEasy’s
Astromobile, which distributes new free books throughout
NYC, and is designed with James Yang’s artwork. Together,
these three organizations are united in their commitment
to increasing book access and fostering the joy of reading.
Location: READ 718 - 336 Malcolm X Blvd, Brooklyn, NY 11233
Time: 12:00PM - FREE

Website: brooklynbookbodega.org |

houseofspeakeasy.org | read718.org

The Literary Lounge (In Person) & [T

Literary Lounge is a welcoming gathering for book lovers and
the book-curious alike. Spend time in community through
Rapid Reads (speed-style book chats), a DIY Bookmark
Station, Design a Book Cover, and a Book Xchange where
you can swap a gently loved book for a new read. Enjoy
music, connect with fellow readers, discover your next
favorite book, or unwind in a cozy reading nook. Whether
you're an avid reader or just getting started, Literary
Lounge celebrates the joy of books and storytelling.
Location: Andrew Freedman Home - 1125

Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY 10452

Time: 12:00PM - $5

Website: shorturl.at/JctVT

Is Genre Necessary? (In Person) (E\

Join the Long Island University Brooklyn Summer Writing
Program for a lively discussion on best-selling and award-
winning authors' relationship to genre. How do they decide
what bookshelf they belong on? How has genre limitations
impacted their creative process, and their professional path?
Is genre a necessary tool, or a diminishing construct in
contemporary publishing? Featuring authors Ryan La Sala,
Zachary Sergi, Priscilla Oliveras, and Hannah V. Sawyerr.
Moderated by Jim Hanas, marketing expert & former publish-
ing executive. To RSVP to this FREE event, email bswf@liu.edu.
Location: Kumble Theater, LIU Brooklyn Campus

1 University Pl, Brooklyn, NY, 11201

Time: 2:00PM - FREE Website: liu.edu/swp

Between Earth and Water: Readings on Migration,
Belonging, and Survival (In Person)

What does it mean to live between worlds—between countries,
languages, identities, and selves? On September 20th, Sunday
Salon NYC presents Between Earth and Water, a reading
featuring four writers whose new and recent work explores
migration, belonging, the body, and survival across borders
and generations. Spanning hybrid memoir, poetry, fiction, and
narrative nonfiction, their work moves from the Philippines

to Southeast Alaska to New York, tracing how people endure,
adapt, and claim space on the page and in the world. With
Alison Kinney, Ed Lin, Joseph O. Legaspi, and Nita Noveno.
Location: Von Bar - 3 Bleecker St, New York, NY 10012

Time: 5:00PM - FREE Website: sundaysalon.com

The Love Hypothesis Advance Screening (In Person) é\m
Join us for the ultimate movie night and an exclusive early
showing of The Love Hypothesis, starring Lili Reinhart. Get
ready to watch the sparks fly before anyone else as the screen
adaptation of Ali Hazelwood's bestselling novel comes to life
before its release on Prime Video. Movie will start promptly
on time with no previews. RSVP is required to attend. @
TheLoveHypothesisMovie @PrimeVideo #TheLoveHypothsis.
Location: Village East by Angelika -

181-189 2nd Ave, New York, NY 10003

Time: 5:30PM - FREE Website: rsvp.zkipster.com/_0k9pr9

BOOKEND EVENTS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2026

Battle of the Genres (In Person) & 145

Faculty and students of the St. Francis College MFA program
will face off against each other in an all-out Battle of the Genres.
Readers will alternate readings in different genres and the
audience will vote on which genre won the battle at the end
of the event. Who will win? Poetry? Nonfiction? Fiction? You'll
have to come to find out! Featuring Theo Gangi, Caroline
Hagood, Mitchell Levenberg, Astra Baker, and Jive Poetic.
Location: St. Francis College Screening Room

6116 - 179 Livingston St, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Time: 12:50PM - FREE Website: sfc.edu

The Listening Room: Inside the Making

of an Audiobook (In Person) & [IY

Audiobooks are publishing's fastest-growing format and
one of its least-discussed crafts. This Brooklyn Book Festival
Bookend Event pulls back the curtain, bringing together
narrators, producers, and authors for a candid, behind-
the-mic conversation about how an audiobook gets made,
and why some narrations unlock a book while others fall
flat. Moderated by Brenda Copeland, the panel features
Paul Alan Ruben, Barbara Butcher, Barbara Jones, and
Carol Schneider. Presented by Drexel Extra Credit, the
public-facing arm of Drexel University's Low-Residency
MFA—extending the program beyond the classroom.
Location: Castle Village Library and Community

Room - 110 Cabrini Blvd, New York, NY 10033

Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: drexel.edu

Behind the Counter: Stories from the

Dominican Bodega (Virtual)

For many Dominicans, the neighborhood bodega is more than
a corner store. It is a gathering place, a cultural archive, and a
second home. Join authors Hilda Eunice Burgos (the Bodega
Cats series), Abel Veloz (The Last Bodega in Jersey, Vol. ), and
Amaris Castillo (Bodega Stories) for a conversation on writing
Dominican-owned bodegas as living characters, exploring
memory, migration, community, and the everyday moments
that make these spaces central to Dominican life. Moderated
by Angy Abreu of the Dominican Writers Association.

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: dominicanwriters.org | shorturl.at/kOvfA

Tables of Contents Reading Series:

Amna! Brahme! Yu! (In Person)

Join us at Long Island Bar in Cobble Hill for a reading featuring
Dur e Aziz Amna, Alexa Brahme, and Vincent Yu! Each ticket
includes three small dishes inspired by the passages and

one complimentary drink, mixed by our friends at Cocktails

in Color. Additional drinks will be available for purchase,
along with books by all three of our visiting authors.
Location: The Long Island Bar- 110

Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Time: 7:00PM - $40 Website: tablesofcontents.org

Carousel: Comics Performances (In Person) (E\m
Carousel presents readings of graphic novels and comics,
as performed by a diverse group of creators, featuring

vivid projected imagery. Join us for a selection of some

of the most exciting and inventive trends in graphic
memoirs and fiction, followed by a book signing. Featuring:
Morgan Boecher (Chicken Heart); Makee (Call Me Emma:
One Chinese Girl Finds Her Way in America); Maria Hoey

(The Shadower); Corinne Halbert (Scorpio Venus Rising);
Perrin Roosevelt Ireland (Poking the Squid: What We

Can Learn from Animal Sex); Kriota Willberg (Cadaver
Chronicles); and more. Hosted by R. Sikoryak.

Location: Dixon Place - 161A Chrystie St, New York, NY 10002
Time: 7:30PM - $15 Website: carouselslideshow.com

Seven Spouting Devils—One Night (In Person) & [T
Spuyten Duyvil Press presents an evening of fiction and
poetry. Join Spuyten Duyvil authors Vincent Czyz (Sun Eye
Moon Eye), Anténio Gomes (Love in the Shadow of Death),
Caroline Hagood (Death and Other Speculative Fictions),
John Madera (Nomad Science), lan S. Maloney (South
Brooklyn Exterminating), John Reed (Year of Valentines),
and Greg Sanders (The Suffering of Lesser Mammals) as
they read excerpts from their latest works and examine
how the fluidity of genre reflects the shifting ground
beneath us all. A brief Q&A session will follow, time
permitting. All titles published by Spuyten Duyvil Press.
Location: Young Ethel's - 506 5th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Time: 8:00PM - FREE Website: spuytenduyvil.net
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Pink Crime: How the Law Is Punishing Pregnancy, &, [IY3
Motherhood, and Gender Identity (In Person)

This event celebrates the release of the book Pink Crime:
Fighting Against the Criminalization of Motherhood, Pregnancy,
and Gender Identity (The New Press, August 2026). The panel
will feature the book'’s author, Professor Valena Beety, and
Tasha Mercedez Shelby, a writer and advocate. These
speakers will be in conversation with Brooklyn Law School
Professor Kate Mogulescu. The event will focus on stories

of wrongful convictions of women and queer people, whose
identities are recast in criminal court as evidence of guilt
through bias, junk science, and entrenched stereotypes.
Location: Brooklyn Law School - 250

Joralemon St, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Time: 6:00PM - FREE Website: brooklaw.edu

Writing About Loss, lliness, and Disability: Three
Memoirists on Pain and Hope (In Person) é\m
Memoirists Stephen Policoff (A Ribbon for Your Hair), Darcey
Steinke (This Is the Door), and Avra Wing (Stride) will discuss
their personal stories of family loss, pain, and catastrophic
injury. Stephen’s daughter died of a rare disease and his wife,
of cancer. Darcey underwent back surgery and explored

the historical contexts of pain. Avra was struck by a car and
endured amputation of her leg and months of rehab. They
will talk about how they coped with life-altering trauma

and why, when, and how they chose to write about it.
Location: Lofty Pigeon Books - 743

Church Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218

Time: 6:30PM - FREE

Website: brooklynsocialmedia.net

Pictures and Screens: Writing Art History

After Post-History (In Person) (E\

This panel, moderated by photographer and writer Chris
Wiley, explores The Society of the Screen: Vilém Flusser’s
Radical Prescience, (MIT Press) by Martha Schwendener,

art historian and critic, and the painter James Hyde’s The
Trouble with Space in Painting: A Critical History (Bloomsbury
Academic). These books confront what history means

at a time described as ‘post-historical’ by Vilém Flusser
(1920-1991), the subject of Schwendener’s book, and an
important figure in Hyde’s. The conversation will concern the
shaping of history and visual art in a new information age.
Location: Peter Freeman Inc. Gallery - 140

Grand St, New York, NY 10013

Time: 6:30PM - FREE

Media, Money, and the Midterms: How National

Politics Impacts New York Voters (In Person) é\

Maya Kornberg, author of Stuck: How Money, Media, and
Violence Prevent Change in Congress, and lan Rosenberg,
author of Terrible Stuff Damaging Everybody: The True Story of
Lies and Libel in Dominion v. Fox, will discuss current threats

to our democracy, from violence against politicians and the
distortive influence of big money in politics, to false claims
about election fraud and attacks on the freedom of the press.
The authors will also describe how New Yorkers can understand
the important issues at stake in the midterm elections this fall.
Location: WORD - 126 Franklin St, Brooklyn, NY 11222

Time: 6:30PM - FREE

Website: nyupress.org | brennancenter.org |
wordbookstores.com

Books & Bluegrass (In Person) &,

Join The Urbane Arts Club and High Line Literary Collective
for a balmy Southern-inspired September night with special
guests Erin Austen Abbott (Small Town Living) and Landon
Bryant (Bless Your Heart), live music, and mingling over light
bites and themed cocktails. It's sure to be a magical evening at
this Victorian mansion and former speakeasy in Ditmas Park,
where you can relax on the front porch overlooking the garden
with a mint julep in hand and bluegrass in the air. Please RSVP.
Location: The Urbane Arts Club

1016 Beverley Rd, Brooklyn, NY 11218

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: urbanebrooklyn.com

Help Keep the Festival Free!

Make a donation at: brooklynbookfestival.org
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“Tastes of Memory”: An Evening of Readings (In Person)
What links food and memory? Can an herb, a spice, or a
fruit be an archive of history? How does food divide us as
well as unite us? Inspired by a phrase from Ligaya Mishan’s
New York Times review of a Cambodian restaurant: “it turns
out that people want this: good food, thoughtfully made,
that tastes of memory,” this evening of readings features
Crystal Hana Kim, Eve J. Chung, Abeer Hoque, Kuhu Joshi,
Vasvi Kejriwal, and Sumaiya Aftab Ahmed with guest of
honor Ligaya Mishan. Presented by: Astoria Bookshop.
Location: 18 W21st St, Ste 900, New York, NY 10010

Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: astoriabookshop.com

Art Spiegelman Discusses In the Shadow

of No Towers (In Person) (E\m

Twenty-five years after 9/11, BPL Presents welcomes the
Pulitzer-Prize winning author of Maus, with a series of comix
broadsides that captures the events of 9/11 and the calculated
hijacking of that event by the Bush government. With this
reissue of In the Shadow of No Towers, Art Spiegelman
reminds us that politics, also, is the proper subject matter

for comix. Unlike any other book about 9/11, this work

tries to capture the anguish, indignation, helplessness,

and outrage at how something unimaginable has been
exploited for preemptive war and unilateral action.

Location: Brooklyn Public Library, Dr. S. Stevan Dweck Cultural
Center Auditorium - 10 Grand Army Plz, Brooklyn NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: bklynlibrary.org

Back and Forth: The Relationship Between
Authors and Editors (In Person) &
Join A Public Space editors Louis Harnett O’Meara and
Taylor Michael for a discussion with Writing Fellows
Carolina Murriel and Joanna Yamakami about where
the editing and writing processes meet. This panel offers
an intimate look behind the scenes of the relationship
between authors and editors. Facilitated by current
Editorial Fellows Berta Coll Bosch and Sam Karagulin.
Location: Unnameable Books - 615
Vanderbilt Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: apublicspace.org

&I
The Scientific American Panel: Science in Fiction (In Person)
Join us for a panel exploring science in fiction, featuring
Heather Frances, author of the instant USA Today bestseller
Chase Me If You Can, where two storm chasers find a love
that could blow them away; Isabel J. Kim, award-winning
author of Sublimation, filled with doppelgangers and the
harsh permanence of the border; Matthew Kressel, author
of The Rainseekers, about a group en route to witness the
first rain on Mars; and Sarah G. Pierce, author of For Human
Use, a twisted tale that bends every genre and presents a
horrific romantic comedy unlike anything you've ever read.
Scientific American's Associate Books Editor Brianne Kane
moderates, followed by audience Q&A and signing!
Location: Greenlight Bookstore - 686
Fulton St, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 7:30PM - FREE
Website: scientificamerican.com

Find Your Creative Balance: An Equinox

Writing Workshop (Virtual)

Dive into the creative energy of BKBF week with a free,
online writing workshop inspired by the Fall Equinox! We
will gather on Zoom at the exact time that the Sun hits the
equatorial line and get inspired by the equal hours of day/
night, with equinox-themed writing prompts to help us find
the balance in our creative practice and prepare for a fruitful
final quarter in 2026. Bring writing materials and a beverage/
snack! Hosted by creativity facilitator Catherine LaSota.
Time: 8:00PM - FREE

Website: catherinelasota.myflodesk.com/fallequinox
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Literature as Lifeline: Why Writing Sustains

Us in Difficult Times (In Person) & [IY)

Why does fiction—even dark fiction—feel like a lifeline
when the world turns turbulent? This panel brings together
four Stony Brook University MFA writers whose work pans
our darkest times for gold: Robert Lopez (Part of the
World; Dispatches from Puerto Nowhere), Joseph Levens
(Unearthed), debut novelist Meryl Branch-McTiernan
(What You Should Worry About), and novelist Kaylie Jones
(The Anger Meridian; Veritas, June 2027). Moderated by MFA
candidate Hannah Fassett. A conversation about why we
still reach for fiction when everything else falls short.
Location: Stony Brook University Manhattan

535 8th Ave, 5th Floor, New York, NY 10018

Time: 6:00PM - FREE

Website: stonybrook.edu/commcms/cwl-mfa/events

Banned, Challenged, Defended:

Librarians Speak Out (Virtual)

Book challenges and bans continue to shape libraries

and communities nationwide. Join librarians for a candid
conversation about intellectual freedom, censorship, and the
realities of responding to book challenges. Drawing on their
professional experiences, they will discuss how librarians
balance access, community concerns, and the freedom to
read while serving the public. Moderated by Kate Davis, this
timely virtual discussion offers an inside look at one of the
most important issues facing libraries today. Featured panelists
include Jennie Pu, Martha Hickson, and Robyn Vittek.
Time: 6:00PM - FREE

Website: newyorkbookforum.org/event

Resilient: First/Second Generation Immigrant Poets
Define and Negotiate Identity (In Person) & [TYS}
We are willing to give up so much to assimilate into
mainstream culture, but is it worth all that we lose? Poets
Miguel Coronado, Jiwon Choi, Maja Lukic, and Tiffany
Troy understand the tension of wanting to thrive in the
diaspora while keeping true to their cultural identity
and legacy, fully grasping that if we allow others to write
our story, we are diminished and erased. Each poet will
bring their own narrative on what it means to push back
against the coercion of acculturation and assimilation.
Location: Poetry Society of America- 119
Smith St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 6:30PM - FREE
Website: hangingloosepress.com

&Y
Selected Shorts: The Five Boroughs (In Person & Virtual)
Legendary New Yorker Cynthia Nixon (Sex and the City, The
Gilded Age) hosts a literary stroll across bridges (and onto one
ferry), showcasing the diversity and breadth of our city through
voices from all five boroughs. Join us for a storytelling snapshot
of New York, as told by authors writing from five unique
and beautiful vantage points. With readings from Bobby
Cannavale (Art), Sonia Manzano (Sesame Street), and more!
Location: Symphony Space - 2537 Broadway
at 95th St, New York, NY 10025
Time: 7:00PM - $19-$43
Website: symphonyspace.org

&I

Under the BQE Equinox Jazz "Flash Reading" and Party (In Person)
Listen to live jazz, sip a discounted cocktail courtesy of Kings
County Distillery and hear authors and friends of Under the BQE
Press Judson Merrill, Amy Wilkinson, Elaine Yellow Horse,
Sean Anderson, and Helen Georgas celebrate the great au-
tumnal shift between beginnings and endings as they read flash
segments (5 minutes or less) from their recently started and/or
finished manuscripts. Followed by a vinyl set of Ethiopian Jazz
from The Vinyl Historian and lots of having fun and hanging out.
Hosted by author-editors Lauren Belski and David Greenwood.
Location: Mama Tried - 787 3rd Ave Brooklyn, NY 11232
Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: underthebge.com

] BOOKEND EVENT

BROOKLYN
B O O KFESTIVAL

Other Words Unspoken: Celebrating the PEN Prison
Writing Awards Anthology Series (In Person)

For over 50 years, PEN America’s PEN Prison Writing

Awards have honored and amplified the work of writers
incarcerated throughout the United States. Since 2018,
award recipients have been published in an anthology
series of poetry, fiction, nonfiction, and drama. This event
honors the writers published in the latest editions of the
PEN Prison Writing Awards Anthology Series, with their work
being read and performed by writers and activists including
PM Dunne, Randall Horton, Roslyn Smith, and Kashawn
Taylor. Attendees will have the opportunity to write notes
to the writers featured in the program, and learn more
about how to support the work of incarcerated writers.
Location: Cultural Museum of African Arts

1360 Fulton St, 2nd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11216

Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: pen.org/events

Crown Heights Lit Night! (In Person) & [IY)

Three popular Crown Heights series team up for a fun and
enlightening evening at famed neighborhood bar the Crown
Inn! The Franklin Park Reading Series, World Transsexual
Forum, and the Crown Inn Reading Series host a showcase
of fresh poetry and prose from a mix of established and
up-and-coming writers: Naima Coster (Take What You

Can), Denne Michele Norris (When the Harvest Comes),
Misha Holleb (The A-Z of Gender and Sexuality), Simone
Reid (Frozen Sea), and Josephine Simple (The New Yorker).
Drink specials, mingling, and book raffle! Free Admission!
Location: The Crown Inn - 724 Franklin Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: franklinparkbk.com/reading-series

The World in One Borough (In Person) &Y
Poets from the audio project QUEENSBOUND will come
together to create an exquisite corpse poem on the theme
of “Resonance!” Each poet will write a 7-line poem (for the
7 train) using only the last line of the previous poem as
inspiration. We will reveal and read the whole poem at the
event, as well as discuss QUEENSBOUND, lit community,
and how you can join us! Featuring QUEENSBOUND
poets: Nadia Q. Ahmad, Pichchenda Bao, M.A. Dennis,
Sherese Francis, Jared Harel, Abeer Y. Hoque, Ananda
Lima, Nadia Misir, Sahar Romani, and KC Trommer.
Location: The World's Borough Bookshop - 34-
06 73rd St, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: queensbound.org

&MY
Cults, Conspiracies, and the Complexities of Belief (In Person)
In times of cultural upheaval, the search for meaning
and belonging can leave people vulnerable to powerful
narratives, charismatic leaders, and manipulation. New
York has long been a crossroads for spiritual, religious, and
wellness movements promising transformation, salvation,
and purpose. This panel brings together authors who have
experienced the seductive pull of cults and those who
have investigated them, exploring why ordinary people
are drawn into these movements and the complexities of
belief. Featuring Sarah Edmondson, Harrison Hill, Priya
Hutner, Melissa Duge Spiers, and moderator Ru Marshall.
Location: St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 157
Montague St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: stannholytrinity.org/event

Patchwork Literary Salon: LGBTQ Debuts (In Person) m
Patchwork Literary Salon brings together authors across
genres and stages in their careers to create a colorful

tapestry of literary community. This special BKBF Bookend
event will spotlight LGBTQ debut fiction across genres,
featuring brief readings, a panel discussion moderated

by host Nadine Santoro, prizes, books for sale c/o Hive

Mind Books, and BKBF-themed cocktail and mocktail

specials! We're excited to welcome Kim Narby (Saturn
Returning), Jonathan Woollen (Superstars), Melissa

Faliveno (Hemlock), and R.M. Cress (Dead Boys Club).
Location: Sisters - 900 Fulton St, Brooklyn, NY 11238

Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: nadinesantoro.com/patchwork

IT'S ALITERARY ADVENTURE!

Visit our Bookends in all 5 Boroughs
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Mosaic: Sa'K Pasé, Haiti (In Person) é\

Join us for a special public reading celebrating Mosaic Literary
Magazine issues #44 and #45. Featuring contributors from

our James Baldwin issue (#44) and our Haiti issue (#45), the
evening brings these two landmark editions into conversation
through poetry, fiction, and nonfiction. Together, the readings
explore liberation, migration, identity, joy, and the enduring
power of community while highlighting Haiti's rich literary
and cultural legacy alongside James Baldwin's lasting
influence on literature, culture, and the Black diaspora.
Location: Sister's Uptown Bookstore - 1942

Amsterdam Ave, New York, NY 10032

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: mosaicmagazine.org | literaryfreedom.org

Back to the Present: 50 Years of Free Expression

with Franklin Furnace (In Person) & [T

ISSUE Project Room and Franklin Furnace present an evening
celebrating their respective anniversary seasons. The program
coincides with the publication and release of Back to the
Present: 50 Years of Free Expression with Franklin Furnace,
edited by Franklin Furnace founder Martha Wilson, who

will be in conversation with Bradley Eros, an alum of both
organizations’ programs. They will discuss the commitment
to live art and alternative NYC cultural spaces. The evening
also features a collaborative performance by 2023 ISSUE
resident, Jean Carla Rodea, and 2019-20 Franklin Furnace
awardee, Arantxa Araujo. This event will feature an open
bar, and each ticket includes a choice of one complimentary
printed artist's publication by Franklin Furnace alumns.
Location: ISSUE's Theater - 22 Boerum PI, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 8:00PM - $25 Website: issueprojectroom.org/events

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2026

Under Your Boot Soles: Catching Up
With Walt Whitman (In Person)
"l am with you," Walt Whitman pledged in "Crossing Brooklyn
Ferry". For this year's Brooklyn Book Festival, performer Todd
Blakesley sees to it that Brooklyn's Literary Grandfather is true
to his words! Meet Whitman's modern-day incarnation, who
will recite favorite poems and discuss the connections between
his turbulent times and our own. This historic encounter will
be hosted in the Walt Whitman Initiative's Tane Poetry Library.
Location: Walt Whitman Initiative Tane Poetry Library
- 91 South St, 2nd Floor, New York, NY 10038
Time: 5:00PM - FREE
Website: waltwhitmaninitiative.org

&I
Celebrating Women-Owned Black Bookstores (In Person)
Join the Center for Black Literature as we celebrate Women-
Owned Black Bookstores. Inspired by the NYC Black-Owned
Women Book Store Crawl, held in March 2026, the Center
for Black Literature is proud to celebrate these remarkable
women-owned bookstores that continue to enrich New
York's literary and cultural landscape. Brooklyn is home
to an incredible network of Black-owned bookstores that
offer thoughtfully curated collections, foster community
engagement, and champion literary and cultural arts. Join
us for an inspiring conversation with representatives from
four beloved neighborhood bookstores: Liz's Book Bar; BEM
Books & More; Gladys Books & Wine; and Adanne Bookshop.
Location: MEC, 1638 Bedford Avenue,
AB1 Dining Hall, 2nd Fl., Brooklyn, NY 11225
Time: 6:00PM - FREE Website: centerforblackliterature.org

Craft Talk and Workshop with Author and

lllustrator Jaque Jours (In Person) &,

Join author/illustrator Jaque Jours, author of The Muéganos,
for a conversation about the creative process behind her
debut picture book with Adam Levy, her editor and publisher
of Transit Children’s Editions. They’ll discuss the evolution of
her work, from early sketches and visual storytelling to the
editorial collaboration that shaped the final book, which has
garnered a swell of starred reviews and led to Jaque’s poster
design for the 2026 Brooklyn Book Festival. Following the
conversation, Jours will lead an interactive workshop, focusing
on approach to character, composition, and visual narrative.
Location: Society of Illustrators - 128 E

63rd St, New York, NY 10065

Time: 6:30PM-$15

Website: societyillustrators.org/event/jaque-jours

BOOKEND EVENTS
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John Johns: The Greatest Black Abolitionist
You've Never Heard Of (In Person) (‘_’,\
Join Julia Shipley for a conversation about John Johns, the
greatest Black abolitionist you've never heard of. Discover
the story of his 300-mile journey to freedom, and explore
why his name has largely vanished from history, even
though he sat down with Mark Twain in 1888 for the express
purpose of preserving the extraordinary story of his life.
Location: Les Ateliers Courbet - 134
10th Ave, New York, NY, 10011
Time: 6:30PM - FREE
Website: nowvoyagermag.com

&I
Tipsy Bee Author Spelling Bee & Book Fair (In Person)
The Tipsy Bee returns to Bookends! Watch as your favorite
authors try to spell words taken from their own books, reviews
of their books, and from other literary and not so literary
inspirations. The bee goes on until there is only one author
standing! Who will it be? Participating authors include Cat
Fitzpatrick, Laura Venita Green, Tierney Oberhammer,
Patrick O'Dowd, Radhika Singh, and Kat Tang. Plus shop our
pop-up book fair hosted by Hive Mind Books. Organized by
Kerri Schlottman, Jules Wernersbach, and Jeff Waxman.
Location: Someday Bar - 364 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 6:45PM - FREE

"The Midnight Special: The Secret Prison History of
American Music," With Colin Asher (In Person) & [IY
Colin Asher tells of the extraordinary music created within
the highest and thickest walls of America's brutal, racist
prison system. With five compelling portraits of musical
artists whose careers span the 20th century, from folk and
blues singer Lead Belly, to jazz pianist ElImo Hope, to rap artist
Tupac Shakur. A celebration of joyful, angry, and rebellious
words and sounds; an indictment of an unjust and cruel
system of incarceration that cannot suppress beauty. Joining
Colin in discussion is Aidan Levy, biographer of saxophonist
Sonny Rollins, and Andy Zee of Revolution Books.

Location: Revolution Books - 437 Malcolm X

Blvd @ 132nd St, New York, NY 10037

Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: revolutionbooksnyc.org

Lost and Found: MUTHA x Pen Parentis x Lofty Pigeon
Get Lit(erary), from Panel to Party (In Person) & m
Family can be made and unmade, lost and found. MUTHA
and Pen Parentis present a night out with authors who speak
to the complexity (and hilarity) of family—and how we can
unite as a creative community. Featuring cartoonist Emily
Flake (All Toddlers Are Scorpios); journalist and memoirist Emi
Nietfeld (Acceptance and No Contact); and artist Cat Willett
(Unconditional). Join for short readings, a panel, and gratis
wine/snacks/chatting/book signing at Lofty Pigeon, with an
after-party at Hinterlands next door (cash bar). Moderated by
Meg Lemke of MUTHA and M. M. De Voe of Pen Parentis.
Location: Lofty Pigeon Books - 743

Church Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: muthamagazine.com | penparentis.org

No, YOU Tell It! “Passage” True-Life

Tales with a Twist (In Person)

No, YOU Tell It! storytellers collaborate to develop true tales on
the page, then swap stories to embody their story partner’s
culture, identity, and life experience on stage. For this special
Queens Bookend Event, produced in partnership with Culture
Lab LIC, we've teamed up with New Women New Yorkers
(nywomenimmigrants.org) in support of their mission to
empower immigrant women. Come celebrate the “Passage”
stories of where we come from and where we are headed. Plus,
story trivia for fun literary prizes. Featured storytellers: Florencia
Cariddi, Jessica Hoppe, Ana Reza, and Anda Totoreanu.
Location: Culture Lab LIC - 5-25 46th

Ave, Long Island City, NY 11101

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: noyoutellit.com
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From the Stage to the Page : When

Playwrights Write Prose (In Person)

Kim Merrill (Red Girl Jumping), Steven Fechter (The Big
Breeze), and Alvin Eng (Our Laundry, Our Town), three
accomplished writers who began in the theater, discuss
their journeys from playwriting to fiction and memoir.
What is lost and what endures? How do playwrights
translate the immediacy of performance into the interiority
of prose? What happens to voice and dramatic tension
when there is no audience in the room? Exploring the
similarities and differences between these forms, this
conversation examines storytelling, artistic evolution, and
the creative challenges and rewards of beginning again.
Location: Old Stone House - 336 3rd St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: brooklynsocialmedia.net

PSA Reading Series: Dara Barrois/Dixon

& John Yau (In Person & Virtual) &, [T

Discover the Poetry Society of America’s Brooklyn storefront
venue and immerse yourself in an evening of poetry. This
event, part of the PSA’s monthly reading series highlighting
the nation’s leading poets, features Dara Barrois/Dixon
and John Yau. A reception and book signing will follow.
Location: Poetry Society of America- 119

Smith St, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Time: 7:00PM - $10 in person; $5 livestream

Website: poetrysociety.org

Radical Ahjumma x KQT Pungmul: Theresa Hak Kyung
Cha’s Dictee MEEJQE / Support Group (In Person) & [TYS)
Korean spirits, old and new... geonbae! Join Radical
Ahjumma's N. Jooyoun Kim (The Last Story of Mina Lee, What
We Kept to Ourselves), Margaret Juhae Lee (Starry Field: A
Memoir of Lost History), and NEA Fellow S. Isabel Choi for an
intimate celebration of Theresa Hak Kyung Cha'’s DICTEE,

a genre-challenging ode to grief, memory, and love. Also
featuring traditional drumming by KQT (Korean Queer &
Trans) Pungmul, books for sale from Brooklyn’s Yellow Peril
Books, and drinks and bites for purchase by James Beard
Award-winner Irene Yoo (Soju Party). RSVP required.
Location: Orion Bar - 157 Suydam St, Brooklyn, NY 11221
Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: radicalahjumma.com/events

Belief, Belonging, and Breaking Free: Sex,

Cults & Rock n’ Roll (In Person) é\m

From a sexless marriage to a celibate cult community

to the world of addiction and rock 'n’roll, three authors
discuss the courage it takes to tell the truth and write
about the gritty underbelly of choices made. In this panel,
memoirists Wendy B. Correa, Alisa Kriegel, and Priya
Hutner explore themes of sexual repression, relationships,
love, loss, and what it takes to break free from the bondage
of belief. Discover how confronting truth is freeing, what

it takes to bleed on the page, the risks of telling the truth,
and how writing is a tool for healing and self-discovery.
Location: Unnameable Books - 615

Vanderbilt Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: unnameablebooks.square.site | shewritespress.com

Reframing the Headlines: Latinx Perspectives

in Book-Length Journalism (Virtual)

Beyond the headlines are deeply human stories that deserve
context, nuance, and understanding. In this conversation,
Latinx authors and journalists use long-form journalism,
research, and scholarship to illuminate some of today's

most pressing issues, including immigration, citizenship,
history, identity, and the evolving experiences of Latines

in the United States. Through rigorous reporting, in-depth
research, and powerful storytelling, these writers foster
greater awareness and empathy by revealing the human
impact of the issues shaping our communities and our nation.
Featuring author and professor Marla A. Ramirez (Banished
Citizens) and author and journalist Jazmine Ulloa (E/ Paso).
Moderated by Nancy Flores, Austin Vida Editor & Publisher.
Time: 8:30PM - FREE

Website: latinxinpublishing.com/events

SUPPORT THE FESTIVAL

Make a donation at: brooklynbookfestival.org
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Gowanus Dawn Reading: Poetry of Edgar Allan Poe (In Person)
Join us for the 10TH ANNUAL Gowanus Dawn Reading! Readers
in a canoe flotilla proclaim the poetry of Edgar Allan Poe to

an audience on the Carroll Street Bridge over the Gowanus
Canal. Poet Brad Vogel and performer Melody Bates lead

a lively contingent in a beloved local custom with a spooky
twist. If you're interested in being a reader for this event,
contact poetsafloatnyc@gmail.com. Readers report to Dredgers
boathouse at 7 am; audience reports to the bridge at 7:45 am.
Location: Carroll Street Bridge over the Gowanus Canal

Time: 7:45AM - FREE

Website: gowanusdredgers.org

BAAAD: Black Authors Against Al & Data

Centers (In Person & Virtual) é\m

During NY Climate Week, join the Black Hive, the climate/envi-
ronmental justice formation at the Movement for Black Lives,
for BAAAD (Black Authors Against Al & Data centers). Aya de
Ledn, Tyehimba Jess, and Cleyvis Natera will read selections
of their fiction and poetry alongside organizers sharing strate-
gies to push back against the harms Al and data centers are
causing, especially in Black communities. This includes a cam-
paign for authors in lawsuits against Al companies to pledge
1% of money they receive to help the fight against big data!
Hosted by Emily Raboteau, CCNY Black Studies Department.
Location: CCNY, The Lookout (Shepard Hall, Room

278) - 160 Convent Ave, New York, NY 10031

Time: 12:30PM - FREE Website: theblackhive.org

Language, Al, and the Future of African Writing (Virtual)
As Al transforms how writing is created, edited and judged,
what does this mean for African literature? This timely
conversation explores the implications of Al for authorship,
originality, African languages, and creative practice. Organised
by Literary Denizens, this panel features Nigerian linguist and
language technologist Kola Tubosun, Zambian writer and
editor Mubanga Kalimamukwento, Sierra Leonean-American
novelist and scholar Pede Hollist, and moderator C.I. Atumah,
Nigerian writer, researcher and founder of Literary Denizens.
Time: 1:00PM - FREE

Website: literarydenizens.wordpress.com |

shorturl.at/6wu3L

The Crucible of Self-Discovery: Finding

Yourself Through Fiction (Virtual)

Join Queer Indie and The Writing Community Chat
Show for this panel on toxic perfectionism, creativity in
survival mode, neurodivergent imagination, alternative
methods of productivity, writing through trauma, and
unraveling self-doubt. This discussion features authors
and content creators from Queer Indie’s directory: C.

J. Aggett, Anna Bloom, Dr. Mario Dell’Olio, Ross
Young, Halo Scot, Anya Pavelle, and Chris Hooley.
Time: 3:00PM - FREE

Website: queerindie.com | youtube.com/@
thewritingcommunitychatshow

Read the World A to Z Launch Celebration (In Person) &, m
Travel the globe with the most influential voices from Argentina
to Zambia! Translation press World Editions partners with
Rabbit Books & Bar and BKBF to launch Read the World Ato Z, a
series of 26 translated novels, one country for every letter of the
alphabet—the first three from Argentina, Belgium and China.
Celebrate with award-winning authors Kit Fan and Jeremy
Tiang and translators Samantha Schnee, Zia Ahmed, Will
Morningstar, Alta L. Price, Sean Gasper Bye, and Michelle
Mirabella, plus international specialty drinks and snacks! $30-
VIP admission includes: a copy of each of the three inaugural
Read the World A to Z books and your choice of an Argentinian
wine, a Belgian beer, or a Chinese tea-based mocktail.
Location: The Rabbit Books & Bar - 170

Ave A, New York, NY 10009

Time: 6:00PM - FREE/$30-VIP Admission

Website: worldeditions.org | therabbitbooksandbar.com

BOOKEND EVENTS

Midnight, Jazz, and Langston: Navigating

Kindred Spirits (In Person) é\m

Join poet and spoken word performance artists Lorraine
Currelley, Ngoma Hill, Betty Pierre, and multi-instrumentalist
Tony Crawford for an evening of music, poetry, and spoken
word performance. Rooted in ancestral memory, this

event is a passionate, poetic, musical exploration of
identity, shaped by a continuum of collective history,
culture, ancestral wisdom, time, and place; a continuum

of unsilenced voices bearing witness. Presented by Poets
Network & Exchange and the Bronx Book Fair.

Location: Bronx River Art Center

1087 East Tremont Ave, Bronx, NY 10460

Time: 6:00PM - FREE

Website: poetsnetworkandexchange.wordpress.com

Where Local Meets International: A Jackson

Heights Bookend Event (In Person) é\m

Join us for readings by local Queens writers Rebecca Gopoian,
Eugene Lim, Nita Noveno, and Monica de la Torre, and
featuring a conversation with Brooklyn Book Festival author
from India, Jeyamohan (White Elephant). This Bookend Event
highlights the creativity and diversity of the Queens commu-
nity. Drinks and reception to kick off the evening. 6:30-8:30 PM.
Location: The World's Borough Bookshop

34-06 73rd St, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

Time: 6:30PM - FREE

Website: theworldsboroughbookshop.com/events

National Book Critics Circle Panel Discussion

on Literary Criticism (In Person) &, [TY3

The National Book Critics Circle presents a panel discussion
on both the craft of literary criticism and new opportunities
for book critics in today's challenging environment. The
conversation will range from practical tips to the art of the
review, and will feature Joanna Biggs (Yale Review), Emily
Greenhouse (NYRB), Joumana Khatib (NY Times), and Zoé
Hu (n+17), moderated by Adam Dalva (President, NBCC).
Location: Community Bookstore

143 7th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11215

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: bookcritics.org

Behind the Pages: Rethinking Publishing with

Asian Pacific American Editors (In Person) (‘j\m

What does it mean for an APA writer to work with an APA
editor? What does it mean for an APA-identified editor to work
with another writer of color? What experiences have APA
editors have in mainstream publishing houses versus in inde-
pendent and ethnically-focused publishing spaces? These are
questions that Asian American editors Yuka Igarashi (Graywolf
Press), Jee Leong Koh (Gaudy Boy), and Neelanjana Banerjee
(Kaya Press) will discuss, along with what could be changed to
facilitate careers for a younger generation of professionals.
Location: Gallery Hyundai NY Project Space (Room

6E) - 529 W 20th St, New York, NY 10011

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: kaya.com

In-Store: Indie Press Spotlight: New Poetry

from Wave Books (In Person & Virtual) é\m

Join us for an evening celebrating Wave Books with three
acclaimed poets reading from their latest collections! The
event features Joshua Beckman, Dorothea Lasky, and Edwin
Torres, and will include readings by all three poets and a
short Q&A, followed by a book signing. Tickets include either
a copy of each poet's book, or a $10 Books Are Magic gift card.
Additional books will be available for purchase at the event.
Location: Books Are Magic

122 Montague St, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Time: 7:00PM - $10-$22

Website: booksaremagic.net | wavepoetry.com

&I
Brooklyn Public Library Book Prize Shortlist Reading (In Person)
This Brooklyn Public Library Book Prize event features the short-
listed authors for 2026. Past winners include Mosab Abu Toha,
Kaveh Akbar, and Blair L.M. Kelley. This talk will feature current
shortlist nominees reading their work and in conversation. The
Brooklyn Public Library Book Prize was established in 2015 by
the Brooklyn Eagles—young, engaged Brooklynites who are
passionate about the library and work to engage new patrons.
The winners will be in conversation at the Brooklyn Book
Festival on September 27, time and location to be announced.
Location: Brooklyn Public Library, Dr. S. Stevan Dweck Cultural
Center Auditorium - 10 Grand Army Plz, Brooklyn NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: bklynlibrary.org

16th Annual Brooklyn Indie Party (In Person) & [IY
Greenlight is delighted to once again partner with the
Community of Literary Magazines and Presses (CLMP),

as well as some of Brooklyn’s best independent book

and magazine publishers, to throw a Brooklyn-sized
party celebrating the spirit of literary independence

in our borough. Partygoers are invited to have a drink,
mingle with Brooklyn authors and publishers, discover
new works, enjoy some excellently curated music, and
enter for a chance to win a gift bag of featured books and
magazines, kicking off Brooklyn Book Festival weekend!
Location: Greenlight Bookstore - 686

Fulton St, Brooklyn, NY 11217

Time: 7:30PM - FREE Website: greenlightbookstore.com

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Art of Darkness: Writing the Weird (In Person) -

Please join us for a day celebrating the art of capturing the
odd on paper with a panel that covers the odd and unusual
in fiction and nonfiction. Ranging from the horrifically
chilling to high camp, fans and artists are encouraged to
emerge from the shadows and share their love of literary
oddities. Authors llise S. Carter, Leanna Renee Hieber,
Leila Taylor, Andrea Janes, and J.R. Pepper will appear
and discuss their inspirations and writing process.
Location: B Scene - 50 Avenue B New York, NY 10009
Time: 12:00PM - FREE

Website: coneyisland.com

Living in a Melting Metropolis: Our

Memories of Summer (In Person) é\m

Summer is a dichotomy of danger and delight. Extreme heat is
the leading cause of weather-related deaths in NYC. Residents
in Southeast Queens and The Rockaways are some of the

most at risk of dying of extreme heat, all while summer invites
pleasure and fun. Celebrate the end of this paradoxical season
with a reading and zine launch of Living in a Melting Metropolis:
Our Memories of Summer. Featured writers include Sherese
Francis, Amisha Gopee, Nadia Misir, and Elizabeth Opurum.
Free zine copies available to attendees while supplies last.
Location: King Manor Museum - 150-03

Jamaica Ave, Jamaica, NY 11432

Time: 2:00PM - FREE

Website: kingmanor.org

Between The Page & Stage: Staten Island Youth

Open Mic & Author Reading (In Person) é\m
That's Right Open Mic teams up with Nuyorican Poets
Cafe and Staten Island Urban Center to celebrate local
voices. On Saturday, September 26th from 3:00-6:00 PM
at the Staten Island Urban Center, local young creators
(ages 12-24) will share their art and lived experiences.
The evening continues with a reading and Q&A with NYC
author Enid Marie Reynolds, whose urban fantasy centers
Black women and girls taking charge of their destinies.
Location: Staten Island Urban Center - 208

Bay St, Staten Island, New York 10301

Time: 3:00PM - $10

Website: nuyorican.org | siurbancenter.org

Keep the Festival Free! make a donation at: brooklynbookfestival.org




SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2026

Storytellers: Muslims, Community, and

Culture in America (In Person)

Twenty-five years after 9/11, stories about American
Muslims have too often been told by others. This conversa-
tion explores the power of communities telling their

own stories through Storytellers: Muslims, Community,
and Culture in America, a nationally distributed public
radio documentary. Join reporting lead Aida Alami and
comedian and host Sabeen Sadiq for a discussion about
reporting, humor, identity, and the importance of authentic
storytelling, moderated by Rozina Ali, author of Seasons of
Fury.Together, they'll explore the complexity, history, and
vibrancy of Muslim communities across the United States.
Location: 360 Court St, Brooklyn, NY 11231

Time: 3:00PM - FREE

Website: iwmf.org

Odesa in Odyssey: Navigating Forms,

Languages, and Cultures (In Person)

Odesa, Ukraine, is a city of wit, warmth, and, not for the first
time, war. Panelists will read and discuss original work and
translations rooted in the city. Natalya Sukhonos (Sunlight
Trapped in Stone) explores her heritage, immigration, and
Russia's ongoing invasion in her latest poetry collection. lan
Ross Singleton reveals how Yuri Yanovsky's The Shipwright re-
sists colonialism with its dynamic use of Ukrainian. Odesa-born
Olga Livshin, poet and translator from Ukrainian, moderates.
Location: Kvartira Books - 731 Washington

Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238

Time: 3:00PM - FREE

Website: kvartirabooks.org

Around Asia and Back: A Reading in Harlem (In Person)
Four Asian authors bring news of the world: Singapore,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Japan, and South Africa. Yu-Mei
Balasingamchow (Names Have Been Changed), Sharmini
Aphrodite (The Unrepentant), Roohi Choudhry (Outside
Women), and Jee Leong Koh (To the Tune) read from
their new books and discuss their writing as it relates

to place, identity, migration, and resistance.

Location: Silvana - 300 W 116th St, New York, NY 10026
Time: 4:00PM - FREE

Website: singaporeunbound.org/events

BOOKEND EVENTS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

Poetry in Motion: Read and Ride (In Person) &,

Join MTA Arts & Design for a Poetry in Motion: Read and
Ride to the Brooklyn Book Festival! Poetry in Motion has
brought poetry into New York’s transit system for more than
30 years, thanks to a long-standing partnership between
the MTA and the Poetry Society of America. Riders will
receive a free Poetry in Motion anthology or bookmark

set. Share a favorite poetry selection aloud or enjoy a quiet
read with fellow poetry lovers. At the festival, stop by our
Cultural Partner table for free Poetry in Motion giveaways.
Location: Brooklyn Bridge-City Hall Station (4/5); meet on
plaza at the corner of Chambers and Centre St near entrance
Time: 9:30AM - FREE

Website: mta.info/agency/arts-design

Traveling While Black: Black Women on Identity,

Travel, Belonging and Finding Home (In Person) ¢,

What does it mean for Black women to search for home across
countries, memories, relationships, and within themselves? Join
authors Ebony Walden and Chet'la Sebree for an intimate
conversation on identity, belonging, and finding home.
Moderated by Dr. Princess “Franny” Francois, this discussion
explores how movement, travel, and lived experience shape
who we become. The session will begin with brief readings,
followed by a moderated conversation, audience Q&A, and
book signings. Together, these writers reflect on what it

means to leave, return, and discover new ways of belonging.
Location: Cafe con Libros - 724 Prospect Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11216
Time: 6:00PM - $5 (optional)

Website: blackbeyondborders.com

0006

@bkbookfest
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026

Hello Darknuss: Reflections on the

Intergalactic Greg Tate (In Person) & m

For this special forum, Greg Tate's esteemed friends and contem-
poraries Arthur Jafa, Questlove, dream hampton, and Jelani
Cobb gather to discuss his life and work. Moderated by Daphne
A. Brooks. Greg lonman Tate was a cultural critic and journalist
whose work continues to reverberate and inspire generations of
writers, artists, and creatives. He authored the recently reissued
book, Flyboy in the Buttermilk, and won a 2024 posthumous
Pulitzer Prize in recognition of his pioneering and peerless
work. Tate also founded the acclaimed improvisation ensemble,
Burnt Sugar the Arkestra Chamber. This event is made possible
through the Tate Estate & Family, AUWA Books at Farrar, Straus
and Giroux, New Eyes Collective, and Brooklyn Public Library.
Location: Brooklyn Public Library

10 Grand Army Plz, Brooklyn, NY 11238

Time: 6:30PM - FREE

#YeahYouWriteBKBF27 (In Person) (E\m
#YeahYouWriteBKBF27 is an author event featuring fiction
readings, #LiteraryCocktails, #OpenMic, Q&A, food, and fun.
We'll welcome Hannah Lillith Assadi (Paradiso 17), Kerri
Schlottman (Daytime Moon), and Abigail Savitch-Lew (Livonia
Chow Mein) and celebrate Brooklyn and its iconic book festival
with “Hollywood Stars-esque” sidewalk chalk art (celebrating
Brooklyn bookstores and authors), and a map of Brooklyn
backdrop with locations of bookshops and libraries and our
Ms. BrooklynLit mannequin for guests’ Polaroid photo-ops.
Each attendee will receive a commemorative booklet including
Brooklyn literary locations, #LiteraryCocktail recipes, and

space for their photos. Celebrate Brooklyn Lit with us!
Location: Someday Bar - 364 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 6:50PM - FREE Website: yeahyouwriteevents.com

EGOBIBL: A Launch Event for Queens's

Newest Literary Journal (In Person) é\m

Join contributors to the inaugural issue of EGOBIBL, as they
launch this exciting new literary journal from the students
of The Q Studio Lab in Queens. Led by Eric M. B. Becker,
award-winning literary translator and longtime editor of Words
Without Borders and Asymptote, with Gina Jung, the journal
showcases poetry, fiction, and nonfiction from students at
the upper school of the Q. Contributors will read from their
work at The World’s Borough Bookshop in Jackson Heights.
Location: The World's Borough Bookshop

34-06 73rd St, Jackson Heights, NY 11372

Time: 7:00PM - FREE

Website: thegstudiolab.com |
theworldsboroughbookshop.com/events

Publishing Revolutionary Books (In Person) (E\m
Things are weird and terrible and complicated out in the
world. Can books help connect people, share information,
and create real change in the world? Haymarket, Street
Noise Books, and Verso are dedicated to doing just that
with their publishing programs. In this panel, publishers
talk about the power of stories, and their place in the
revolution. Featuring Liz Frances (Street Noise Books), Lana
Pochiro (Verso), and Anne Rumberger (Haymarket).
Location: Verso Books - 207 32nd St, New York, NY 10016
Time: 7:00PM - FREE Website: streetnoisebooks.com |
versobooks.com | haymarketbooks.org
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2026 DONOR RECOGNITION SROOKIYN

The Brooklyn Book Festival is generously supported by individual donors.
We are grateful for their support and extend our appreciation and gratitude.

Over $1,000

$500 to $999

$100 to $499

$10 to $99

Robert Buckholz, Constance Christensen, Seth and Cathy Cummins, Maryellen Fullerton,
Marilyn Gelber, Eric W. Olson, Samuel Payne, Louella San Juan, Ebonya Washington.

Carol Adams, Alexis Adler, Amy Alpine, Mark and Diane Baker, Erika Benincasa, Karen Binder,
Robin Blackstone, Janet Bunde, Valerie Gayle Campbell, Elizabeth Canela, Alan Chait, Alix Colow,
Drew E. Cummins, Marcia R Ely, Susan Farrell, Marc Feldman, Sophie Fenwick, Jeremiah Gelles,
William P Gerencer, Bruce Gluckman, Stella J. and David Guarna, Cemile Guldal,

Gail Hochman, Scott Inwald, Barbara Janowitz, David Johnson, Betty Kahn, Pamela Katz,
Elizabeth Koch, Brett Lauer, Mark Lewin, Betsy Lim, Patricia Mulcahy, Gerald Mulvaney,

Joyce Mulvaney, Regina Myer, Amy Myer, Therese P. Nielsen, Lynn Parkerson, Ann Powell,
Maryann Pulvirenti, Camille Rankine, Judy Rice, Lee Rimsky, Kirsten Roberts, Lisa H. Rose,
Hazel Sanderson, Esmeralda Santiago, Sandra Schpoont, Anne Schwartz,

John Shakespear, Lawrence Sills, Randy Skurnick, Margaret Somerstein, Karen Sorensen,
Jeffrey Stein, Nan Sussman, Elly Tepper, Mario Valenciano, Brian Vines,

Narcisa Vucina, Roberta Weisbrod, Paige West.

Claire Abbadi, Gail Accardi, Shawn Anderson, Christopher Archer, Wilhelmina Barker,

Cata Bartlett, Josh Black, Deborah Breckenridge, David Brooks, Matthew Budman,
Padmasini Chakravarthy, Lorraine Currelley, Meredith Deliso, Glenda Dixon, Lynn Exton,
Jessie Fields, Laura Folco, Lukas and Gaby Frueh, Brenda Greene, Damla Heard,

Daniel Hemmendinger, Eyal Lamdan, Ann Lem, Laurie Lieberman, Anna-Marie Mackenzie,
Francine Maiorana, Connie Malone, Kate Mccabe, Lina Montgomery, Pamela Paxton,
Jeanne Perkins, Kathryn Pokalo, Ann Reinhard, Isaline Remy, Sarah Richards, Wendy Rogers,
Leland Sandler, Erika Schwartz-Alter, Jana Siciliano, Barnaby Spring, Roberta Staats,

Robert Swift, Abby Tannenbaum, Alice Taylor, Johnny Temple, Leslie Teng, Robert Thau,
J.P.Walsh, Dale Weissman, Sally Woo, Ayse Yilmaz.
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BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL
Founded in 1901, Brooklyn Law School offers a vibrant intellectual
community emphasizing teaching excellence, leading-edge scholar-
ship, and an innovative academic program designed to prepare
students for public service, business, and private practice, nationwide
and across the globe. It is an independent institution, unaffiliated
with any university or college, and the only law school in Brooklyn.
The Law School offers J.D. and LL.M. degree programes. Visit Brooklyn

Law School at www.brooklaw.edu.

BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY
Brooklyn Public Library is among the borough’s most democratic
civic institutions, serving patrons in every neighborhood and from
every walk of life. With a branch library within a half-mile of the ma-
jority of Brooklyn’s 2.7 million residents, BPL is a recognized leader
in cultural offerings, literacy, out-of-school-time services, workforce
development programs, and digital literacy.

THE CENTER FOR FICTION

A literary nonprofit located in the heart of Downtown Brooklyn’s
arts and cultural district, The Center for Fiction supports readers
and writers of all ages and histories, and builds community through
fiction. We offer a wide range of public programming for local and
national audiences, workshops and creative spaces for emerging
and established writers, and awards and fellowships that support
the development of fresh talent and inspire readers to discover new
voices. In the last year, over 200,000 people visited The Center, and
more than 34,000 people participated in our in-person and virtual
programs. Explore our work online at centerforfiction.org.

THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS
The New York Review of Books explores the central issues of
life and culture, bringing remarkable freshness, clarity and vi-
sion to politics, science, the arts, and the living dramas of the
past. Twenty times a year, it is where the most interesting and
qualified minds of our time discuss current books and issues in
depth. The Review began life as an independent editorial voice,

and it remains independent today.

MTA ARTS AND DESIGN
Since 1985, MTA Arts & Design has delivered innovative arts program-
ming throughout New York’s transit system. With more than 400
permanent artworks and ongoing music, photography, digital art, and
Poetry in Motion—presented in partnership with the Poetry Society
of America—we brighten the journey every day. Art everywhere,

wherever you are.

NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION

The mission of the National Book Foundation, presenter of the
National Book Awards, is to celebrate the best literature published
in the United States, connect books with readers of all ages,
and champion the literary arts as a vital part of our culture. The
Foundation approaches this work from four programmatic angles:
Awards & Honors recognize exceptional authors, advocates, and
books; Education initiatives foster a lifelong passion for books in
young readers; Public Programs bring acclaimed writers and trans-
lators to communities nationwide to engage in conversations and
showcase the power of literature as a tool for understanding our
world; and Service to the Literary Field, to advocate for a thriving
literary ecosystem. Information on all of the Foundation’s programs
and the Awards can be found online at nationalbook.org.

NYU

NYU has an enrollment of more than 65,000 students at three
campuses in New York City, Abu Dhabi, and Shanghai and 12
global centers on six continents. Students come from every state
and from 133 countries. On NYU'’s growing campus in Brooklyn,
our students, researchers, and world-class faculty are working
at the intersection of technology, emerging media and the arts
— engineers and artists work side by side creating new fields
of study, driving the economy of tomorrow, and enhancing the
human experience. Facilities that encourage this collaboration at
NYU’s 370 Jay Street building include media commons, audio labs,
motion-capture labs, virtual reality rooms, black boxes, recording
studios, maker spaces as well as performance opportunities, and
an exhibition hall.

POETRY SOCIETY OF AMERICA
The Poetry Society of America, the nation’s oldest poetry organiza-
tion, was founded in 1910. Its mission is to place poetry at the cross-
roads of American life. The PSA transforms public spaces into sites
for imaginative encounters with poems, engages diverse and often
underserved communities, amplifies the voices of poets around is-
sues of common concern, and honors their aesthetic contributions

to our lives. Poetrysociety.org.

ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
Located at the corner of Clinton and Montague Streets in Brooklyn
Heights, St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church is the Pro-Cathedral of the
Episcopal Diocese of Long Island and a National Historic Landmark.
Itis a community institution serving at the intersection of faith and

culture, assisting neighbors in need, and welcoming all.

SCHOMBURG CENTER FOR RESEARCH
IN BLACK CULTURE

The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in Harlem is
one of the world’s leading cultural institutions devoted to the re-
search, preservation, and exhibition of materials focused on African
American, African Diaspora, and African experiences. As a research
division of The New York Public Library, the Schomburg Center
features diverse programming and collections spanning over 11
million items that illuminate the richness of global Black history,

arts, and culture. Learn more at schomburg.org.
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