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VIRTUAL  
FESTIVAL DAY 
SEPTEMBER 14TH 
1pm - 6pm
Can't make it to the Festival? 
Enjoy an afternoon of virtual 
discussions with authors from 
across the globe. These spirited 
online author discussions feature 
emerging and award-winning 
authors in fiction, non-fiction. 
(PAGE 4)

CHILDREN’S DAY 
SEPTEMBER 20TH

10am - 4pm 
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL 
209 JORALEMON STREET
Kids will enjoy a full day 
of storytime, workshops, 
performances, book signings, 
and art projects with favorite 
authors and illustrators. They can 
even get their books signed. Plus, 
the whole family can find new 
favorite books at the Children’s 
Marketplace of Books. 
(SEE CENTER PULLOUT)

BOOKEND EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 14TH - 22ND 

LOCATIONS ACROSS NYC
Celebrate books and authors all 
week. Travel to all 5 boroughs 
to attend more than 50 literary 
events taking place in clubs, 
bookstores, parks, libraries, and 
surprising venues throughout 
the city. 
(PAGES 24-27)

FESTIVAL DAY 
& LITERARY 
MARKETPLACE 
SEPTEMBER 21ST

10am - 6pm 
BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL 
& NEARBY VENUES
Celebrate books & authors at 
our flagship event and the city’s 
largest free literary festival. Enjoy 
300 national and international, 
bestselling and iconic authors  
in discussions and readings.  
Stroll the Literary Marketplace 
with hundreds of local and 
national presses.
(PAGE 10-22)
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Abeer Y. Hoque
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PRODUCTION
William Michael Maher, Production Consultant
Lauren Bakoian, Production Manager
Delroy Roberts, Production Tech
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New York Tent Company, Tents and Staging
ProSho Sound Services, Inc, AV & Sound Services

GRACIOUS THANKS TO OUR PRO BONO TEAM
Geto & deMilly Inc.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
Javier Samaniego, Maribeth Kiser, Graphic Design
Roselle Ritorto, Bookkeeper
Danielle Mowery, Author Hospitality

BROOKLYN BOOK FESTIVAL 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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RECOGNITION & APPRECIATION
2025 marks the 20th Brooklyn Book Festival! What started as a one-day Festival produced by Brooklyn Borough Hall where it was 
born and thrived, is now a nine-day citywide Festival with  events in all five boroughs, plus our celebratory Children’s Day and 
Festival Day in Downtown Brooklyn. We are proud to celebrate two decades of presenting New York City’s premier literary festival 
made possible through the collaboration and generosity of so many.

The Brooklyn Book Festival is presented by the Brooklyn Book Festival, Inc., a literary non-profit, and the Brooklyn Book 
Festival Literary Council. The Council and its committees are made up of a remarkable, knowledgeable, and dedicated group 
of publishing and literary professionals whose vision, energy, and passion help shape the Festival each year. The Brooklyn Book 
Festival Board of Directors helps nurture the festival throughout the year and ensures it is sustainable for future years to come. Of 
course, we could not present this as a free festival without the support of our sponsors, partners, and all of our donors! 

Our biggest thank you goes to all the authors, who generously share their time, spirit, and minds with the Festival. It is our privilege 
to work on NYC’s largest free literary fest. Enjoy! 

Liz Koch, Producer

SPECIAL THANKS
New York City Department of Parks and Recreation, Brooklyn Borough Commissioner Marty Maher, NYPD 84 
Precinct, and the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership.

Many thanks and much gratitude to Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso and his outstanding staff; to 
NYC Council Speaker Adrienne Adams, City Council Members Darlene Mealy and Lincoln Restler, the Brooklyn 
Delegation and State Senator Andrew Gounardes for their support. Plus, a big shout-out to all of our dedicated and 
wonderful volunteers!

We warmly thank our international supporters who help support authors to attend the Festival, including the Czech 
Literary Centre, Villa Albertine of the Cultural Services of the French Embassy, and Taipei Cultural Center. 

The Festival sincerely thanks all donors whose contributions, large and small, support the free programs of the Festival. 
Please visit our donor recognition page. 

KIRBY FAMILY FOUNDATION

TIGER BARON FOUNDATION
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Thank you Sarula Bao 
for creating the Brooklyn Book Festival 2025 Art Poster.

The art posters are for sale at the official festival sales booths.  
All proceeds support the free programming of the Festival.

ENJOY THE BOOK FESTIVAL 
AND SMILE...

Attendees give Brooklyn Book Festival, Inc. or its designee permission to use 
their voice, image or likeness, as it appears, in any photographic or audio 
recording, in any manner, in all media, in perpetuity. 
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BKBF Public Safety Statement
The Brooklyn Book Festival is committed to creating a welcoming, 
harassment-free and safe experience for one and all including attend-
ees, authors, exhibitors, staff and volunteers. Disruptive or harassing 
behavior will not be tolerated. If you are experiencing unwelcome 

actions, discriminatory or threatening behavior or encounter an 
unsafe situation, please alert a Festival staff member or volunteer who 
will assist you (look for the official festival shirts). If you are the victim 
of a crime while attending – CALL 911. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
BOBI HONOREE MARLON JAMES! 
2025 BoBi honoree Marlon James is a NYT 
bestselling author and the author of the National 
Book Award finalist Black Leopard, Red Wolf, the 
first novel in his fantasy trilogy, Dark Star. His 
most recent novel, Moon Witch, Spider King, is 
the second novel in the trilogy. His novel, A Brief 
History of Seven Killings, received the 2015 Man 
Booker Prize. He made history as the first Jamaican 
to win this prestigious prize. James lives in Brooklyn. 

LETTER FROM 
BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT 
ANTONIO REYNOSO

Dear Friends,

What an honor it is to celebrate 20 years of the Brooklyn Book Festival.  
As Brooklyn Borough President, I am so glad that Borough Hall has been 
a consistent home for one of our borough’s most cherished traditions 
and will once again return to the People’s House.

The Brooklyn Book Festival is New York City’s largest free literary festival, with hundreds of authors 
and publishers gathering in Downtown Brooklyn to celebrate books, ideas, and the vital impor-
tance of informed and passionate conversation. Each year, the Brooklyn Book Festival embodies 
the spirit of our borough by honoring authors and uniting readers of all different perspectives and 
backgrounds. I am so grateful to the many Brooklynites who have organized, attended, and sup-
ported the Festival for the last 20 years, and I am so proud that this year’s BoBi honoree is Jamaican 
novelist and Brooklyn based author Marlon James.

It brings me great joy to see the literary arts continue to shine here in Brooklyn, and I can’t wait to 
see so many neighbors, friends, and professionals enjoy the Festival’s incredible programming as 
they have for the last 20 years. Congratulations to the Brooklyn Book Festival on another successful 
year of showcasing the best in literature here in our borough!

Sincerely,

Antonio Reynoso

Brooklyn Borough President

Pick up your FREE 2025 
collectible bookmarks at 
the sales and info booths!

LIBBA BRAY

MARLON JAMES

KATIE KITAMURA

ALEJANDRO VARELA



VIRTUAL FESTIVAL DAY PROGRAMS - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
Join us for our on-line programs as we welcome authors and audiences from across the globe. 

For all Virtual Festival Day events, please register at brooklynbookfestival.org

1PM
Alumni of the Occult
Remember the good ol’ days of college, where you turned bunnies into boys, learned to be 
the anti-Christ, and joined the inner circle of an amateur magician who suddenly died? No? In 
Mona Awad’s We Love You, Bunny, Cassandra Khaw’s The Library at Hellebore, and Kate van 
der Borgh’s And He Shall Appear, achieving alumni status comes at a cost that follows their 
protagonists after graduation. Moderated by Gabino Iglesias, (House of Bone and Rain).

Gaza: The First Draft of History
Four writers, Omar El Akkad (One Day Everyone Will Have Been Against This), Pankaj Mishra (The 
World After Gaza), Sarah Aziza (The Hollow Half) and Ahmed Alnaouq (We Are Not Numbers) dis-
cuss the complexities of documenting recent or ongoing personal and collective crises upon the 
page, and the blurry line between what can be understood as the current events and as history. 
When does the present become the past, and how does the process of writing and publishing 
uphold or trouble this process? Moderated by Hannah Moushabeck of Interlink Publishing.

2PM 
Who? New! International  
Each season, BKBF presents several international debut authors whom we want to shine the 
light on for our audience. This year we present Korean translator and writer Jinwoo Park 
(Oxford Soju Club), Canadian playwright and director Aurora Stewart de Peña (Julius Julius), 
Ugandan-Canadian journalist Iryn Tushabe (Everything is Fine Here) , and Berlin-based writer 
Ella Alexander (This Sleeping Land). Moderated by Debutiful Founder Adam Vitacavage.

The Mad, Mad World of Motherhood
Three graphic novelists grapple with the physical labor, mental load, and beauty of mother-
hood in this virtual panel. Rachel Deutsch’s The Mother traces her journey toward mother-
hood and egalitarian parenting while dealing with family trauma. In Mama Needs A Minute, 
Mary Catherine Starr speaks frankly about what she sees as the imbalance between her 
and her husband’s labor. Becky Barnicoat’s vivid, lively comics illuminate the difficult, funny, 
medically scary, and mutually exhausting aspects of pregnancy and post-partum chaos in Cry 
When The Baby Cries. Feminist and frank, all three authors will be joined in conversation by 
cartoonist and editor Whit Taylor.

3PM
Naked on the Page
The premise of sharing intimate details of our lives can sound daunting, but in practice — 
sharing one’s life on the page with honesty, thoughtful consideration, and critique — can 
it actually allow us to get closer to ourselves? Join us for a conversation between Melissa 
Febos, author of The Dry Season, and Catherine Lacey, author of The Möbius Book, as they 
discuss intimacy, vulnerability, the writing process, and where these topics meet. Moderated 
by Greg Mania (Born to be Public).

Loneliness and Exile
In this virtual panel, three novelists explore dislocation, belonging, and the search for 
connection. Sulaiman Addonia (The Seers) chronicles the early weeks of a young Eritrean 
refugee in London, following the intimate and erotic lives of asylum seekers. Sarah Moss 
(Ripeness) reveals family secrets woven into an English woman’s migration between 1960s 
Italy and modern Ireland. An Yu (Sunbirth) spins a surreal tale of two sisters in an isolated 
village confronting a shrinking sun. Together, they explore the tensions between exile and 
home, and the resilience of communities under threat.

4PM 
Mapping History and Its Fault Lines
How do you make sense of the hidden rifts and fractures in a country’s past? How do you 
read the warning signs? The Cartographer of Absences, by Mozambican writer Mia Couto 
(translated by David Brookshaw), unearths long-buried secrets of colonial-era atrocities. 
Geetanjali Shree’s Our City that Year (translated by Daisy Rockwell), explores the under-
ground tensions—and sudden eruption of violence—between religious communities in 
India. Alexis Wright, one of Australia’s most visionary contemporary writers, uses the life of 
an Aboriginal activist in Tracker as a lens on her own country’s untold history. Moderated by 
Andy Tepper,  writer and curator of international literature at City of Asylum in Pittsburgh. 

Story and Sovereignty 
Native and Indigenous writers come together to discuss creating within a settler-colonial 
framework, foregrounding ancestral modes of storytelling and thought in support of 
Indigenous sovereignty. With Chris La Tray (Becoming Little Shell: A Landless Indian’s Journey 
Home), an Anishinaabe/Métis storyteller and a citizen of the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians, Joseph Lee (Nothing More of This Land: Community, Power, and the Search for 
Indigenous Identity) Aquinnah Wampanoag, and Leanne Betasamosake Simpson (Theory of 
Water: Nishnaabe Maps to the Times Ahead), a Michi Saagig Nishnaabeg scholar, writer, artist, 
and musician. Moderated by Lily Philpott. 

5PM 
It’s Puzzling: The Power of Crosswords and Games, presented by NYU
There’s more to puzzles than fun and games (though they are definitely fun and challeng-
ing). Join Barry Joseph, author of Matching Minds with Sondheim: The Puzzles and Games of 
the Broadway Legend, and Juliana Pache, author and creator of Black Crossword: 100 Midi 
Puzzles Connecting the African Diaspora  for a conversation taking a deeper look at the cultural 
significance of games and puzzles and how they reflect history and community. Moderated 
by Natan Last (Across the Universe: The Past, Present and Future of the Crossword Puzzle).

A Prophet of One’s Own
In Jess Walter’s So Far Gone, a hermit-like retired journalist is forced to confront the radi-
cally alien beliefs of his former son-in-law, who has joined the Church of the Blessed Fire, a 
feeder organization for a far-right militia group. In Karen Russell’s The Antidote, the Prairie 
Witch is the communal balm her Nebraska townspeople need as they face the 1930s Dust 
Bowl, a calamity that feels as if it’s been sent by God. In Nicole Cuffy’s O’ Sinners!, a young 
journalist becomes entranced with a mysterious cult called “the nameless” led by a Vietnam 
War veteran as he tries to understand its origins in the aftermath of his father’s death. These 
books take place in a physical landscape —the American West —where religion has both 
shaped and reflected residents’ most deeply held beliefs about individualism, community, 
sin, and redemption. Moderated by critic and National Book Critics Circle board member 
Lauren LeBlanc.
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Brooklyn Book Festival is a not for profit.
Sales from official shirts, tote bags and posters support BKBF's free programs.

PS: We welcome your donations at the Festival Sales Booth.

Keep the Festival Free!    Make a donation at: www.brooklynbookfestival.org





b r o o k l y n b o o k fe s t i v a l . o r g

10 
AM

11 
AM

1
PM

12 
PM

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Center for Brooklyn History 
128 Pierrepont Street

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

The Poem Remembers

More Than Friends

The Fiction Impulse in Nonfiction Criticism

2025 BoBi Honor Marlon James in Conversation with  
Isaac Fitzgerald 

What Does it Mean to Be the “Best”? 

If These Walls Could Talk

When Artists Don’t Stay in Their Lane

New Works: A Poetry Reading  

Warning, This is Not a Test

The Brain, the Mind, the Mystery

Let’s Get Real

The Long Shadows of Empire

Speculative Fiction and Faith

Resist!

Tina Chang (mod), Kwame Dawes, Kimiko Hahn, Patricia Smith 

DJ DeSmyter (mod), Jasmine Guillory, Jonny Garza Villa,  
Celia Laskey

(mod), Sarah Chihaya, Andrea Long Chu, Jeremy Gordon 

Marlon James, Isaac Fitzgerald 

Judith Ohikuare (mod), Kirstin Valdez Quade, Joseph Earl Thomas

Tobias Carroll (mod), Stephen Graham Jones, Amber Sparks, 
Christina Li

Jafreen Uddin (mod), Samira Asma-Sadeque, Siyang Lim,  
Katie Yee 

Parker Menzimer (mod), Mia Kang, Jimin Seo, Emily Skillings

 Michelle Goldberg (mod), Clay Risen, Anne Applebaum,  
Elie Mystal 

Andy Abrahams (mod), Pria Anand, Olga Khazan

Claire Ahn (mod), Ashley Woodfolk, Ibi Zoboi, Melissa Kantor

Jeremy Tiang (mod), Lauren Francis-Sharma, Tochi Onyebuchi

Sharon Lee De La Cruz (mod), Anna Meyer,  
Mattie Lubchansky, Damian Duffy

Ronald Wimberly (mod), Denali Sai Nalamalapu,  
Raymond Tyler, Ben Passmore 

The State of US

Ghosts of Yesterday

Notes on Living

How Does it Look?

Breaking and Rebuilding

Growing Up and Moving On

Radical Self-Discovery!

Manuel Gonzales (mod), Jason Mott, Kevin Nguyen,  
Gary Shteyngart 

Hannah V. Sawyerr (mod), Ava Reid, Ebony Ladelle, Arriel Vinson 

Olivia Rutigliano (mod), Joyce Carol Oates, Dwyer Murphy,  
S.A. Cosby

Hafizah Augustus Geter (mod)  Notes on Livin, Cathy Linh Che, 
Aracelis Girmay, Pádraig Ó Tuama

Abena Anim-Somuah (mod), Eric Adjepong, Ruby Tandoh,  
Woldy Reyes 

Chris Shay (mod), Saeed Jones, Scaachi Koul, Maris Kreizman

Hal Schrieve (mod), Melissa Mendes, Mike Curato, Kazimir Lee 

What the Poem Makes Possible

Brooklyn Public Library’s Book Prize Winners’ Panel  
with Ken Chen

Rob Arnold (mod), Franny Choi, Chet'la Sebree, Evie Shockley 

Ken Chen (mod), Emet North, Mosab Abu Toha

Everdeen MasonNew York Times Spelling Bee Live Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Center for Brooklyn History 
128 Pierrepont Street 

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge 
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge 
250 Joralemon Street

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street 

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street 

FESTIVAL DAY SCHEDULE - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

1:30 
PM

Beyond the Page
Christopher John Farley (mod), Nnedi Okorafor, Lincoln Michel, 
Fernando A. Flores

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church 
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)
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2 
PM

4 
PM

5 
PM

3 
PM

The Weight of What Remains

Family, Unraveled

Viet Thanh Nguyen and Imani Perry in Conversation:  
Nonfiction

Adam Dalva (mod), Susan Choi, Alejandro Heredia,  
Morgan Jerkins

Alexander Chee (mod), Jason Diamond, Katie Kitamura, Denne 
Michelle Norris 

Donna Seaman (mod), Viet Thanh Nguyen, Imani Perry

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church 
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church 
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)

St. Ann & The Holy Trinity Church 
157 Montague Street (enter Clinton St.)
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2:30 
PM

4:30 
PM

3:30 
PM

VENUESPROGRAMS AUTHORS

The Surreal Next Door

Portraits of the Everyday

The Whiting Foundation Presents: Early Inspirations

The Unconventional Playbook

The Silence in Stories

Alison Bechdel & Diane DiMassa In Conversation

New Forms of Heartbreak

NBF Presents: Friendship that Inspires

Setting Community Tables

Life On Your Terms or Mine?

Branching Out: On the Future of Environmental Storytelling

How We Listen

Lofty Pigeon Books Presents: Art of Auto-dry-ography 

Love is in the Air (Literally)

Who? New! 

Big Tech’s Big Heist

Structural Injustice, and the Possibility of Transformational 
Change

Literature, Resistance, Survival

Motherhood & Daughterhood: What it Gives, What it Takes

Can’t Help Falling in Love

Disruptive Love

When Art Meets Politics

Three Bites, One Big Apple: NYC in Comics

Myth, Folklore, and Everyday Horror

Secrets of the Stacks: Where Painting and Sculpture Meet 
Books presented by Bloomberg Connects

Melissa Lozado-Oliva (mod), Marie Helene Bertino, Ananda Lima, 
Debbie Urbanski

Sabir Sultan (mod), Ed Park, Lynne Tillman, Jared Lemus

Donnetta Lavinia Grays (mod), Aria Aber, Aaliyah Bilal, Liza Birk-
enmeier, Nicholas Boggs 

Temim Fruchter (mod), Kristen Arnett, Kashana Cauley,  
Benedict Nguyễn

Xixi Tian (mod), Tashie Bhuiyan, Page Powar, Jordyn Taylor

(mod), Yang Shuang-Zi, Claire Adam, Justin Haynes 

Kimm Topping (mod), Frederick Joseph, Libba Bray,  
Julia & Brad Riew

Camilla Zhang (mod) Katie Fricas, Paul Karasik, Kay Sohini

Camille U. Adams (mod), Santiago H. Amigorena, Jonas Hassen 
Khemiri, Madeleine Thien

Jennifer Camper (mod), Alison Bechdel, Diane DiMassa

Sarah Blakley-Cartwright (mod), Katie Yee, Alejandro Varela, 
Eimear McBride

Ruth Dickey (mod), Sigrid Nunez, Weike Wang

Evan Hanczor (mod), Chef Scarr Pimentel, Irene Yoo, Rawia 
Bishara

Tracy O’Neill (mod), Angela Flournoy, Ada Calhoun,  
Cynthia Weiner 

Neal Thompson (mod), Leslie Jamison, Emily Raboteau,  
Eric Dean Wilson 

Simon Vozick-Levinson (mod), Ben Ratliff, Liz Pelly,  
Marcus J. Moore

Erin Williams (mod), Jessica Hoppe, Leslie Jamison, Rax King 

Katherine Zofrea (mod), Marcy Dermansky, Kate Folk, 
Emily Hamilton

Joyce Carol Oates (mod), Issa Quincy, Phoebe Greenwood,  
Greg Hewett, Olufunke Grace Bankole

Manoush Zomorodi (mod), Cory Doctorow, Adam Becker

Alexis Hoag-Fordjour (mod), Deborah Archer, Susan Sturm

(mod), Jeremy Tiang, Emmelie Prophète, Canisia Lubrin

Lila Shapiro (mod), Molly Jong-Fast, Amanda Hess, Hala Alyan

Elina Alter (mod) Amanda Lee Koe, Zuzana Říhová, Olive Senior 

Adwoa Adusei (mod), Ivy Blackman, Stephen Bury,  
Bridget O'Keefe

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Main Stage on Borough Hall Plaza

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Center Stage in Columbus Park

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom
209 Joralemon Street 

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

North Stage on Cadman Plaza East

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge 
250 Joralemon Street

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge 
250 Joralemon Street

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom
250 Joralemon Street

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street 

Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge 
250 Joralemon Street

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street

Center for Brooklyn History
128 Pierrepont Street 



MAIN STAGE
209 Joralemon Street - Borough Hall Plaza 

(Rain Venue: Brooklyn  
Borough Hall Community Room) 

 
10am New York Times Spelling Bee Live 
Do you start your mornings playing The New York Times 
Spelling Bee? Join us live at the Brooklyn Book Festival and 
play along together! Hosted by Everdeen Mason, Executive 
Editorial Director of NYT Games, we’ll open this year’s 
Brooklyn Book Festival, bringing together word lovers of all 
ages to play together in real time. We’ll tackle a puzzle as a 
group, crown the sharpest spellers, and give out prizes. NYT 
Games lovers, keep your eyes out for special guests. Bring 
your own coffee and the Queen Bees in your life, and we’ll 
see you there.

11am The Poem Remembers
Poets Kwame Dawes (Sturge Town), Kimiko Hahn (The 
Ghost Forest: New and Selected Poems), and Patricia Smith 
(The Intentions of Thunder: New and Selected Poems) will read 
poems that explore narrative, personal history, and beauty. 
Introduced by poet Tina Chang (Hybrida).

12pm The State of US
The state of America has been in flux throughout its political 
landscape and beyond. In their newest books, authors Jason 
Mott, Kevin Nguyen, and Gary Shteyngart tackle everyday 
discussions plaguing our communities– from gun violence, 
anti-Asian violence, and the everyday microaggressions and 
racism that blended families encounter. In People Like Us, two 
black writers are thrown together in a world that is fraught 
with gun violence as they navigate loss and longing for a bet-
ter America. In Mỹ Documents,  the lives of four Vietnamese 
siblings are upended after a violent attack results in the US 
government detaining Vietnamese Americans in internment 
camps. In Vera: Or Faith, a half-Jewish, half-Korean ten-year-
old serves as the lens through which to view a childhood, 
family, and friendship in a fractured country as she attempts 
to track down her birth mother. Moderated by author Manuel 
Gonzales (The Miniature Wife and Other Stories).

1pm More Than Friends
In Jasmine Guillory’s Flirting Lessons, Jonny Garza Villa’s 
Futbolista, and Celia Laskey’s Cover Story, the friendzone is 
no longer a concern as these protagonists cross the lines that 
border friendship and romance. From getting one-on-one 
lessons in the art of flirting, getting tutored by a one-time 
kiss at a party to stay on the soccer (fútbol) team, or trying to 
help keep a very gay starlet in the closet, these protagonists 
find themselves on the cusp of something they didn’t realize 
they were looking for. Moderated by DJ DeSmyter, Director 
of Marketing and Brand Strategy at Avon Books.

2pm The Surreal Next Door
In Marie Helene Bertino, Ananda Lima, and Debbie 
Urbanski’s most recent collections, the everyday becomes 
infused with a haunting, surreal quality. In Exit Zero: Stories, 
death takes many forms, ranging from menopausal vampires, 
ghost girls, a painting of Cher, and a day-old peach. In Craft: 
Stories I Wrote for the Devil, a writer sleeps with the devil at the 
party and writes surreal stories for him as they encounter each 
other throughout the United States and Brazil. In Portalmania: 
Stories, portals appear in linen closets, planetary gateways 
materialize in boarding schools, monsters wait in bathroom 
vents, and transformations of women’s bodies are an everyday 
occurrence. Moderated by author and poet Melissa Lozado-
Oliva (Beyond All Reasonable Doubt, Jesus Is Alive!).

3pm The Unconventional Playbook
In Kristen Arnett’s Stop Me If You’ve Heard This One, a 
down-on-her-luck professional clown meets a successful 
older lesbian magician who provides a way to improve her 
act, but at what cost? In Kashana Cauley’s The Payback, a 
woman pursued by the Debt Police decides to take matters 
into her own hands with two other debt-burdened mall 
workers.In Benedict Nguyễn’s Hot Girls with Balls, two Asian 
American trans women take the men’s pro indoor volleyball 
league by storm, but a sudden tragedy forces them to make 
a public statement to their rabid fans... What’s the worst that 
could happen with bands of riotous characters and a bit of 
mischief? Moderated by Temim Fruchter, author of City 
of Laughter.

4pm Portraits of the Everyday 
Between imagining the varieties of life’s circumstances, em-
bodying the perspectives of numerous people, and captur-
ing the distinctly human emotions amidst it all, join Ed Park 
(An Oral History of Atlantis: Stories), Lynne Tillman (Thrilled 
to Death: Selected Stories), and Jared Lemus (Guatemalan 
Rhapsody: Stories) as they delve into what writing short sto-
ries means to them. From jealousy of blooming friendships 
between their partner and a FedEx courier, attending parties 
in the suits of dead fathers, and getting caught up with an 
American film crew, these new collections provide snapshots 
of a life both ordinary and unexpected. Moderated by Sabir 
Sultan, director, World Voices Festival.

5pm The Whiting Foundation Presents: Early Inspirations
Whiting grantees Aria Aber (Good Girl), Aaliyah Bilal 
(Temple Folk), Liza Birkenmeier (Grief Hotel), and Nicholas 
Boggs (Baldwin: A Love Story) for a conversation about the 
lasting influence of home and youth on their work. The event 
is presented in partnership with the Whiting Foundation, and 
will be moderated by Whiting Award-winning playwright, 
Donnetta Lavinia Grays.
 

BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL COURTROOM 
209 Joralemon Street (entrance on 

Adams Street side of building) 

11am The Fiction Impulse in Nonfiction Criticism
Three literary critics consider the boundary between fic-
tion and nonfiction, literature and criticism. While Sarah 
Chihaya (Bibliophobia), Andrea Long Chu (Authority), 
and Jeremy Gordon (See Friendship) immerse themselves 
in others' fictions as they work, they must approach these 
works from another literary tradition, that of literary criti-
cism. But are the novelist's and critics' impulses really so dif-
ferent? What kind of boundary between art and criticism 
should a good critic have?

12pm Ghosts of Yesterday
The past has a way of creeping up on you. In Fox, Joyce Carol 
Oates introduces us to Francis Fox, an enigmatic English 
teacher whose mysterious history catches up to him when 
his car is found submerged in a pond with an unidentified 
body. In Dwyer Murphy’s The House on Buzzards Bay, a group 
of college friends reunite at a beach house, but their vacation 
is interrupted by a sudden disappearance and the arrival of 
a stranger who knows their secrets. In S.A. Cosby’s, King of 
Ashes, an eldest son’s homecoming is overshadowed by his 
father’s car accident and his younger brother’s debt that 
puts the whole family’s livelihood on the line. Moderated 
by Olivia Rutigliano, Editor at Lit Hub and CrimeReads, and 
Book Editor at Grove Atlantic.

1pm 2025 BoBi Honoree Marlon James in Conversation 
with Isaac Fitzgerald 
2025 BoBi honoree and NYT bestselling novelist Marlon 
James will be joined in conversation by Isaac Fitzgerald, 
author of Dirtbag, Massachusetts. James is the author of five 
novels including the National Book Award finalist Black 
Leopard, Red Wolf, the first novel in his fantasy trilogy, Dark 
Star. His novel, A Brief History of Seven Killings, received the 
2015 Man Booker Prize. 

2pm The Silence in Stories
Three acclaimed international authors explore the effect of 
silence and untold stories on their characters. In The Ghetto 
Within, Santiago H. Amigorena portrays a Polish emigre in 
Argentina haunted by the fate of his mother in the Warsaw 
Ghetto; Swedish author Jonas Hassen Khemiri’s Sisters re-
veals guarded family stories that bond and fracture relation-
ships of three sisters who believe they are cursed. Canadian 
novelist Madeleine Thien’s The Book of Records takes place in 
a time shifting refugee enclave called The Sea where stories 
of historical intellectual exiles intersect with a daughter’s 
understanding of her father’s guilt in his family’s tragic past. 
Memory and guilt underpin silence in these books about 
the power of stories told and untold. Moderated by Camille 
U. Adams, author of How to Be Unmothered: A Trinidadian 
Memoir. Made possible with the support of Villa Albertine, 
the French Institute for Culture and Education.

3pm NBF Presents: Friendship that Inspires
National Book Award Winner Sigrid Nunez (The Friend) 
and 5 Under 35 honoree Weike Wang (Chemistry) first met 
as teacher and student, when Wang turned her thesis into 
her debut novel. Join Nunez and Wang for readings and 
conversation about writing in and about New York; their 
latest books––The Vulnerables and Rental House; and their 
friendship. Moderated by Ruth Dickey, Executive Director of 
the National Book Foundation.

4pm Alison Bechdel & Diane DiMassa In Conversation
Giants of queer cartooning, Alison Bechdel and Diane 
DiMassa have lived through and responded to decades 
of warmongering, anti-feminist rhetoric, and oppression. 
Diane DiMassa’s Hothead Paisan: Homicidal Lesbian Terrorist, 
released this year in a new edition from New York Review 
of Books, was a steam release valve for zine readers in the 
late 1980s to early 1990s, featuring a trigger-happy lesbian 
warrior against patriarchy reined in only by her nagging cat, 
empathetic neighbor, a lightbulb-shaped deity, and the 
moon. Alison Bechdel’s longrunning serial comic Dykes To 
Watch Out For chronicled a group of mostly lesbian neighbors 
from 1983 to 2008; in her new book Spent, an alternate Alison 
lives alongside aging versions of her fictional characters in 
Burlington, Vermont while struggling with issues of money, 
fame, polyamory, goat husbandry, and campus activism. 
Joining these authors in conversation to discuss how queer 
art of the past and present can teach us how to respond to 
the urgent political moment is teacher, organizer, and fellow 
groundbreaking lesbian cartoonist Jennifer Camper.

5pm New Forms of Heartbreak
Whether love fosters recovery, discovery, or resilience – it’s 
messy. In Katie Yee’s Maggie, or a Man and Woman Walk Into 
A Bar, a woman grapples with the end of a marriage due to 
an affair during a breast cancer diagnosis, where she reflects 
on the relationship in conversation with her tumor that she 
names after the other woman. In Alejandro Varela’s Middle 
Spoon, a polyamorous married man’s perspective on his 
relationship and society’s views are turned upside down 
when his boyfriend breaks up with him. In Eimear McBride’s 
The City Changes Its Faces, emotions begin to boil as a love 
affair faces its first major test in 90s London. Moderated by 
Sarah Blakley-Cartwright, author of Alice Sadie Celine and 
the forthcoming Heavy Cream.
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Many of our programs are very popular 
and we encourage you to arrive early 
if you would like a seat. After each 
program, the audience will be asked to 
leave the room so that we may seat the 
audience for the next program. Please 
respect the judgement of our room and 
line monitors  to accommodate as many 
people as possible.

PROGRAM SEATING INFO



CENTER STAGE 
Columbus Park  

10AM What the Poem Makes Possible
Franny Choi (The World Keeps Ending, and the World Goes On), 
Chet'la Sebree (Blue Opening), and Evie Shockley (suddenly 
we) read and discuss poems that explore interconnectedness 
and collective experience, and that search for meaning among 
uncertainty as they look toward possible futures. Moderated 
by Rob Arnold, Executive Director of Poets House.

11am What Does it Mean to Be the “Best”? On Writing, 
Winning, and What Comes Next
First awarded in 2006, The Center for Fiction First Novel Prize 
recognizes the best debut novel of the year. Hundreds of 
readers, writers, booksellers, librarians, and other members 
of The Center’s community help determine the longlist—
which means the Prize reflects the diverse tastes, concerns, 
and imaginations of many people—but what does it really 
mean to win an award and be dubbed the “best”? And how 
does a prize like this shape a writer’s career? Don’t miss this 
panel with First Novel Prize winners Kirstin Valdez Quade, 
author of The Five Wounds (2021 winner); and Joseph Earl 
Thomas, author of God Bless You, Otis Spunkmeyer (2024 
winner). Join them for a lively and insightful conversation 
about life before, after, and beyond writing an award-
winning debut novel. Moderated by Judith Ohikuare, The 
Center for Fiction. 

12pm Notes on Living
Poets Cathy Linh Che (Becoming Ghost), Aracelis Girmay 
(Green of All Heads), and Pádraig Ó Tuama (Kitchen Hymns) 
discuss how poetry can be a vehicle to explore life's larger 
questions, from family to history, god, grief, intimacy, and so-
cial upheaval. Moderated by Hafizah Augustus Geter, literary 
agent at Janklow & Nesbit and author of The Black Period.

1pm If These Walls Could Talk
What happens behind closed doors can never be learned – 
unless someone inside screams loud enough to be heard. 
In the first novel of Stephen Graham Jones’ dual publica-
tion of The Babysitter Lives/ Killer on the Road, a babysitter 
realizes she is not alone in the house with the twins she’s 
watching. In Amber Sparks’ Happy People Don’t Live Here, 
a reclusive mother moves her daughter to a sanatorium-
turned-apartment complex for some privacy, that is until a 
dead body turns up. In Christina Li’s The Manor of Dreams, 
a family gathers for the reading of the will of their reclusive 
but formerly trailblazing actress relative, in hopes that they 
inherit the mansion she left behind, but something far more 
sinister than their estrangement lurks in the halls. Moderated 
by Tobias Carroll, author of In The Sight.

2pm Setting Community Tables
New York is a city defined and shaped by its restaurants, 
which serve as spaces for community just as much as 
they do for cuisine. Chef Scarr Pimentel (The Scarr’s Pizza 
Cookbook), Irene Yoo (Soju Party), and Rawia Bishara 
(Tanoreen: Palestinian Home Cooking In Diaspora) have all 
built restaurants imbued with the identity, spirit, and flavors 
of their communities, and through them created the kind 
of restaurants that both respond and bring new life to the 
neighborhoods they are a part of. They will discuss the food, 
drink, energy, and community that fills their rooms (and the 
pages of their books!) in a conversation moderated by Evan 
Hanczor, chef and owner of Brooklyn community restaurant 
Little Egg.

3pm How We Listen
Music does not exist in a vacuum but rather comes to life via 
its interplay with the listener and environment or devices 
through which it is experienced. When David Byrne explored 
these ideas in How Music Works (2012), streaming was still in 
its infancy. Now, a panel of distinguished music writers pick 
up where Byrne left off. Ben Ratliff (Run the Song) explores 
the unlikely relationship between music listening and run-
ning. Liz Pelly (Mood Machine) calls on music fans to reclaim 
their active engagement as listeners and resist Spotify’s 
stultifying algorithm. Marcus J. Moore (High and Rising) 
celebrates one legendary hip-hop act whose records were 
finally made available to listeners after years of invisibility 
under the streaming model. Moderated by Rolling Stone’s 
deputy music editor Simon Vozick-Levinson.

4pm Life On Your Terms or Mine?
Whether it’s unexpected propositions, social upheaval, or 
the passage of time, life is an unending crisis of choice versus 
obligation. Angela Flournoy’s The Wilderness follows four 
friends as they navigate estrangement, unexpected preg-
nancy, going viral, and pursuing their dreams independently. 
In Ada Calhoun’s Crush, the nameless narrator undergoes an 
extramarital emotional affair after her husband suggests they 
look beyond the confines of “husband” and “wife.” Moderated 
by Tracy O’Neill, author of Woman Of Interest: A Memoir.

NORTH STAGE 
Cadman Plaza East and Johnson Street 
(Rain Venue: Brooklyn Heights Library - 280 

Cadman Plaza West) 

11am Breaking Genre: When Artists Don’t Stay in Their 
Lane, Presented by the Asian American Writers' Workshop
From horror poets to literary sci-fi novelists, genre and form 
boundaries are more porous than ever, especially for Asian 
American artists and storytellers. This multi-disciplinary 
panel of Asian American authors and artists - Samira Asma-
Sadeque, Siyang Lim, Katie Yee – who challenge normative 
conventions, from blending forms to redefining the limits of 
genre itself. What happens when you write a ghost story that's 
also a memoir? How does an illustrator use imagery in the way 
a poet uses language? How do readers, publishers, and critics 
respond when artists refuse to be categorized? A lively discus-
sionModerated by AAWW Executive Director, Jafreen Uddin.

12pm How Does It Look? — A Conversation on Food 
Media and Culinary Storytelling
We’re all consuming food – in so many more ways than one. 
Over the past few decades, the rise and proliferation of food 
media has shaped tastes and experiences with important 
creative, cultural, and economic results. Join us for perspec-
tives from chefs, food media figures, and authors of new 
cookbook and culinary nonfiction releases including Eric 
Adjepong, author of Ghana to the World: Recipes and Stories 
That Look Forward While Honoring the Past, Ruby Tandoh, 
author of All Consuming: Why We Eat the Way We Eat Now, and 
Woldy Reyes, author of In The Kusina: My Seasonal Filipino 
Cooking, moderated by Abena Anim-Somuah.

1pm New Works: A Poetry Reading 
Poets Mia Kang (All Empires Must), Jimin Seo (OSSIA), and Emily 
Skillings (Tantrums in Air) read from their new volumes of poetry. 
Introduced by Parker Menzimer, Poetry Society of America.

2pm Art of the Auto-dry-ography, presented by Lofty 
Pigeon Books
The "addiction memoir" has long been derided for being trite 
and predictable, but recovery can show memoirists new ways 
to understand the arc of their lives, beyond the expected 
biographical beats of rock bottom and sober serenity. In this 
conversation, Jessica Hoppe, Leslie Jamison, and Rax King 
will dig into the possibilities of sobriety in memoir—into 
what recovery has to teach us about narrative, and vice versa. 
Author and illustrator Erin Williams will moderate.

3pm Who? New! 
Each season, BKBF presents several debut authors whom we 
want to shine the light on for our audience. This year we pre-
sent Issa Quincy (Absence), Phoebe Greenwood (Vulture), 
Greg Hewett (No Names), and Olufunke Grace Bankole 
(The Edge of Water). This year, we welcome special guest, 
Joyce Carol Oates (Fox), who will introduce the authors and 
talk about her own experience when she was a debut author.

4pm Love is in the Air (Literally)
Sometimes, all you need to find love is to look up. In Marcy 
Dermansky’s Hot Air, a childhood crush turned billionaire 
crash-lands his hot-air balloon into a first date. In Kate Folk’s Sky 
Daddy, a woman’s weekly flights mean a new date with a hand-
some stranger-- the plane itself. In Emily Hamilton’s The Stars Too 
Fondly, Cleo and her friends' missing persons investigation turns 
into an accidental spaceship heist while her relationship with 
the snarky hologram of the missing captain starts to turn into 
something deeper.  Moderated by Katherine Zofrea, General 
Manager of The Ripped Bodice bookstore. 
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2pm Can’t Help Falling in Love
From a fake relationship-turned-real in Tashie Bhuiyan's 
I'll Pretend You're Mine and former flames-turned-dorm 
mates in Page Powar's And They Were Roommates to a dual-
contemporary and historical tale of love then and now in 
Jordyn Taylor's Rebel Girls of Rome, sometimes love falls on 
you! Especially when you least expect it. Moderated by Xixi 
Tian (All the Way Around the Sun).

3pm When Art Meets Politics 
Whether you’re a modern teenager navigating spaces not 
built for people like you, uncovering a mystery centuries in 
the making, or falling in love against the backdrop of one 
of the darkest periods in Korean history, it’s impossible to 
separate our personal narratives from the political contexts 
in which we exist. Join authors Frederick Joseph (This Thing 
of Ours), Libba Bray (Under the Same Stars), and Julia & 
Brad Riew (The Last Tiger), as they discuss how their stories, 
while fictional, reflect real ideas and histories that very much 
speak to how we live today. Moderated by Kimm Topping 
(Generation Queer: Stories of Youth Organizers, Artists, and 
Educators).

4pm Disruptive Love
International authors Yang Shuang-zi (Taiwan Travelogue, 
translated by Lin King), Claire Adam (Love Forms), and Justin 
Haynes (Ibis) discuss writing love in its most complex mani-
festations. From the disrupted intimacies between a young 
traveler and her interpreter in Japanese-controlled Taiwan, 
to the fractured maternal love of a young woman forced to 
give up her baby and her decades-long search for that child, 
and to the ways fierce love, superstition, and the migrant 
crisis splits families from the Caribbean to the United States, 
these writers paint portraits of love in its most vivid and 
realistic forms. Supported by the Taipei Cultural Center of NY.

BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL MOOT 
COURTROOM  

250 Joralemon Street  

11am Warning, This is Not a Test
If Americans once believed in the sturdiness of our demo-
cratic order, we are now seeing just how easily that system 
can crumble—in a matter of months not years. But as these 
panelists reveal, our rights, norms, laws, and institutions 
have always been more vulnerable than we recognize or 
care to admit. Clay Risen (Red Scare) shows how domestic 
paranoia and fear-mongering can metastatize into state 
repression. Anne Applebaum (Autocracy, Inc.) looks at 
how the erosion of democracy is accelerated by coordi-
nated efforts of authoritarian regimes around the world. 
And Elie Mystal (Bad Law) points to the inherent biases 
in our legal system and how the same legal frameworks 
we hold dear are used to subvert multicultural democracy. 
Moderated by New York Times op-ed columnist Michelle 
Goldberg.

12pm Breaking and Rebuilding
As our social and political systems continue to falter—or fall 
apart completely before our eyes—many of us have started 
to interrogate what progress looks like, both now and in the 
more distant future. What do we need to change about our 
society, and about ourselves? Three writers—Saeed Jones 
(The People's Project), Scaachi Koul (Sucker Punch), and Maris 
Kreizman (I Want to Burn This Place Down)—discuss the 
myths we must leave behind, what we can hold onto in the 
present, and how to imagine a better tomorrow for ourselves 
and each other. Moderated by Chris Shay, The Nation. 

1pm The Brain, the Mind, the Mystery
What does it look like to expand the mind, and how do we 
do it? What stories do our brains tell us to survive? In this 
panel, two nonfiction authors contemplate the mysteries of 
the brain in narrative form, through scientific analysis, and 
even personal experiments. Join us in conversation with 
Pria Anand (The Mind Electric: Stories of the Strangeness and 
Wonder of Our Brains), and Olga Khazan (Me, But Better: The 
Science and Promise of Personality Change). Moderated by 
Andy Abrahams, freelance writer and editor. 

2pm Big Tech’s Big Heist - Cory Doctorow in Conversation 
with Adam Becker
We hear it again and again, the gospel of technological 
salvation. First, there was the promise of social media 
and other digital platforms (Amazon, Google, etc.) that 
became ingrained in our daily lives—but then devolved 
into what is widely acknowledged as much poorer-
quality service and user experience. Now, it’s AI that’s 
supposed to save humanity and maybe even deliver the 
holy grail of immortality. But what is real and what is 
rhetoric, and who benefits from all the hype and fanfare? 
Cory Doctorow (Enshittification: Why Everything Suddenly 
Got Worse and What To Do About It) discusses with Adam 
Becker (More Everything Forever: AI Overlords, Space 
Empires, and Silicon Valley’s Crusade To Control the Fate of 
Humanity). Moderated by host of NPR’s TED Radio Hour 
Manoush Zomorodi.

3pm Motherhood & Daughterhood: What it Gives, What 
it Takes
There is a rich legacy of memoirs on mothering and being 
mothered, with each generation offering a new perspec-
tive on the relationship between mother and child and 
maternal archetypes—what we owe, let go of, and celebrate. 
Memoirists Molly Jong-Fast (How to Lose Your Mother), 
Amanda Hess (Second Life), and Hala Alyan (I'll Tell You When 
I'm Home) offer bold new interrogations into the legacies 
and histories one receives and passes on from ones' mother 
figures, moderated by New York Magazine's Features Writer 
Lila Shapiro.

4pm Structural Injustice, and the Possibility of 
Transformational Change  
Join a conversation about inequality, structural injustice, 
and the possibility of transformational change. Deborah 
Archer’s Dividing Lines uncovers a powerful and troubling 
map of America’s transportation infrastructure—highways 
that slice through Black neighborhoods, zoning laws that 
isolate marginalized communities, and policies that shape 
who gets access to safety and opportunity. Susan Sturm’s 
What Might Be invites us to consider how we can rebuild 
institutions (schools, courts, and civic spaces) in ways that 
are equitable and inclusive. Both authors grapple with the 
idea that inequality is not incidental, but maintained and 
legitimized through systems that resist scrutiny. Archer 
and Sturm explore how we can tap into community 
knowledge, activate participatory models for reform, and 
reimagine law and policy as tools for equity. Moderated by 
Alexis Hoag-Fordjour. 

5pm Branching Out: On the Future of Environmental 
Storytelling, presented by Orion Magazine 
In the past few decades, what we traditionally think of as 
“nature writing” has undergone a notable and necessary 
shift—in the voices that participate in the conversation; in 
the relationship between nature writing and other literary 
genres; and even in what counts as an “environment” worthy 
of our attention. Nonfiction writers and Orion contributors 
Leslie Jamison (Splinters), Emily Raboteau (Lessons in 
Survival), and Eric Dean Wilson (After Cooling) join Orion 
publisher Neal Thompson to discuss what a more expansive, 
inclusive definition of nature writing can look like; one with 
the capacity to change how we think about and interact with 
the environments around us.
 
 

BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL  
STUDENT LOUNGE 

250 Joralemon Street (ground floor) 
 
11am Let’s Get Real
If you haven’t noticed, teens are dealing with A LOT these 
days. Whether it’s finding unexpected romance, exploring 
bodily autonomy and navigating one’s family and heritage, 
join New York Times bestselling authors Ashley Woodfolk 
(Call Your Boyfriend, w/Olivia Cole) Ibi Zoboi ((S)Kin) and 
critically acclaimed author Melissa Kantor (Biology Lessons) 
as they discuss how they explored contemporary issues that 
all readers can relate to, across genres. Moderated by Claire 
Ahn (Bad Influence). 

12pm Growing Up and Moving On
New York Times bestselling authors Ava Reid (A Theory 
of Dreaming) joins award-winning author Ebony Ladelle 
(This Could Be Forever) and debut author Arriel Vinson 
(Under the Neon Lights) in this panel about the messiness 
of growing up, moving on, and starting the next chapter. 
With fearless portrayals of love in the face of heartache, 
navigating family expectations, and dreaming against 
all odds, these authors send their characters into the 
unknown, daring the reader to follow them to the other 
side. Moderated by Hannah V. Sawyerr (Truth Is: A Novel 
in Verse).

1pm The Long Shadows of Empire
The pains of colonization are omnipresent, even when 
buried or seemingly removed. In Lauren Francis-Sharma’s 
Casualties of Truth, a woman is forced to reckon with the 
violence that shaped her success when she is introduced 
to a man from her past in apartheid South Africa. In Tochi 
Onyebuchi’s Harmattan Season, a private investigator is 
recruited to find a missing woman in post-war and French-
occupied West Africa. Moderated by author and translator 
Jeremy Tiang (State of Emergency).
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We welcome your donation 
at the Festival Sales Booth  

to support our free programs.

Free BKBF sticker with contribution.
It's a Literary Adventure!
Visit our Bookends in all 5 Boroughs

BOOKEND EVENT2025



CENTER FOR BROOKLYN HISTORY
128 Pierrepont Street 

 
10am Brooklyn Public Library’s Book Prize Winners’ Panel 
with Ken Chen
Hear Emet North (In Universes) and Mosab Abu Toha (Forest 
of Noise), the winners of this year’s Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Book Prize, discuss their work with Brooklyn poet Ken Chen, 
who will delve into the books’ inception and creation. Each 
fall, Brooklyn Public Library honors outstanding works of non-
fiction and fiction/poetry with the BPL Book Prize. Past win-
ners include Catherine Lacey, Lamya H, John Paul Brammer, 
Xochitl Gonzalez, Craig Taylor, and Threa Almontaser.

11am Speculative Fiction and Faith
Whether we’re raised with or simply exposed to religious 
ideologies, their doctrines can shade our lives in unexpect-
ed ways. In Anna Meyer’s Saint Catherine, a young woman 
skips Catholic mass for the first time and wrestles with 
demonic possession in a coming-of-age story that finds her 
questioning her piety and agency. Mattie Lubchansky’s 
dystopian satire, Simplicity, follows Lucius Pasternak, a 
scholar and trans man, who is enlisted to research the 
secluded community (or cult)  of Simplicity, and finds more 
than he bargains for. And Damian Duffy visualizes the story 
of a faith-based community yearning for the stars beyond 
their dystopian surroundings in his and John Jennings’ 
graphic novel adaptation of Octavia Butler’s science fiction 
classic, Parable of the Talents. Join moderator Sharon Lee 
De La Cruz to discuss the intersection of dogma, imagina-
tion, and creation.

12pm Radical Self-Discovery
Finding your way into a new community can bring hard 
lessons, but also unbridled joy. Inspired by the journals of 
her grandfather, Melissa Mendes’ The Weight follows young 
Edie, a child of the Great Depression, as she grapples with 
domestic abuse and hard life lessons. Mike Curato’s Gaysians 
celebrates the stories of four gay Asians navigating love, life, 
and community. Kazimir Lee’s Low Orbit follows Malaysian-
American teen Azar as she explores her queer identity follow-
ing an unexpected move to Vermont. Join these cartoonists 
as they discuss their tales of survival, maturation, and self-
discovery. Moderated by author and librarian Hal Schrieve.

1pm Resist!
How can comics storytelling help reconcile conflicts within  
our collective and personal histories, speak truth to power, 
and fight for a more just and equitable society? Ben Passmore 
confronts the history of Black resistance in the United States 
with gravity, humor, and vulnerability in Black Arms to Hold 
You Up. Part memoir, part comics journalism, Denali Sai 
Nalamalapu’s Holler: A Graphic Memoir of Rural Resistance 
follows six frontline activists resisting the Mountain Valley 
Pipeline in Appalachia. And Raymond Tyler’s Black Coal & 
Red Bandanas: An Illustrated History of the West Virginia Mine 
Wars recounts the class warfare of the West Virginia mines 
during the early 20th century. Join these authors as they 
reflect on their historical research, creative process, and 
lessons learned while chronicling these gripping stories of 
resistance. Moderated by author, animator, and designer 
Ronald Wimberly.

2pm Myth, Folklore, and Everyday Horror
Authors Amanda Lee Koe (Sister Snake), Zuzana Říhová 
(Playing Wolf, translated by Alex Zucker), and Olive Senior 
(Paradise Once) share the ways Chinese, Czech, and Jamaican 
myth and folklore have influenced their work. From the bind-
ing and transformative ties of sisterhood in Tang dynasty 
China and present-day Singapore, to the creeping psycho-
logical horrors afoot in a festive Czech village and the spir-
itual resilience and resistance of the indigenous Taíno in the 
Caribbean, these global stories illuminate the lasting power 
of myth and folklore to guide and inspire contemporary fic-
tion. Moderated by Elina Alter. Made possible with support 
from the Czech Literary Centre. 

3pm Three Bites, One Big Apple: NYC in Comics
Locals and tourists alike can agree that New York City is a 
metropolis of multitudes and that therein lies its enduring 
allure. In Katie Fricas’ Checked Out, a library worker oscil-
lates between retail heartbreak and archival excitement as 
she dates around town while writing a story of heroic WWI 
carrier pigeons. Elsewhere, writers become detectives, 
detectives observe writers, and men lost to their families 
avoid being found in the oblique adaptation of Paul Auster’s 
New York Trilogy, illustrated by panelist Paul Karasik and 
two other spectacular artists. And Kay Sohini, who grew 
up on NYC narratives in Kolkata, India, finds her true home 
in the metropolis that saved her from grief and heartbreak. 
Join moderator Camilla Zhang and catch a glimpse of NYC’s 
chaotic beauty through the eyes of these wonderful artists.

4pm Secrets of the Stacks: Where Painting and Sculpture 
Meet Books
New York is world-famous for its museums and art collections, 
offering an unrivaled visual experience. Those institutions 
house equally spectacular libraries of books, monographs and 
printed material related to artists, their creative processes and 
their lives. Join Ivy Blackman (Whitney Museum of American 
Art), Stephen Bury (The Frick Collection) and Bridget O'Keefe 
(MoMA) for a unique dialogue about what makes museum 
libraries unique and the secrets in their stacks. Moderated by 
Adwoa Adusei, Manager, BPL's Library for Arts & Culture Library.

5pm Literature, Resistance, Survival
Three writers explore art, resistance, and survival under 
oppressive regimes. Jeremy Tiang (State of Emergency) 
follows the political upheavals of Singapore and Malaysia 
from the 1940s to the present through the intertwined lives 
of one family; Emmelie Prophète (Cécé) captures the stark 
realities of a young woman navigating gang-controlled 
neighborhoods and violence in contemporary Haiti; and 
Canisia Lubrin (Code Noir: Fictions) transforms the infamous 
17th-century French slave code—once used to define and 
regulate slavery in the French colonies—into fifty-nine 
genre-bending stories.

ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
157 Montague Street  

(enter on Clinton Street)
 
1:30pm Beyond the Page
In Nnedi Okorafor’s Death of the Author, Lincoln Michel’s 
Metallic Realms, and Fernando A. Flores’ Brother Brontë, fic-
tion and reality blur together as narratives metastasize within 
the pages of the pages and so on. In Death of the Author, a 
woman’s debut novel finds unexpected success, but as her 
fame rises, she loses control of the story on earth and beyond. 
In Brother Brontë, the book of the same moniker becomes 
the beacon for an uprising in an illiterate Texan wasteland. 
In Metallic Realms, Michael Lincoln (not to be confused with 
its author) is on a mission to tell the greatest series in his-
tory throughout the universe, with the help of the mortals 
of a science fiction literary group in Brooklyn. Moderated by 
Christopher John Farley (Who Knows You By Heart).

2:30pm The Weight of What Remains
History, whether in the familial or broader sense, has a way 
of haunting the present through memories, life choices, and 
beyond. In Susan Choi’s Flashlight, a father’s disappearance 
leaves his wife and daughter adrift as they attempt to move 
on, but questions about that night continue to echo. In 
Alejandro Heredia’s Loca, Sal and Charo strive to achieve 
their dreams in New York City while the ghosts of their home 
countries follow them. In Morgan Jerkins Zeal, the legacy of 
slavery and romantic love lingers through 150 years of one 
family as they go from Mississippi to New York. Moderated 
by Adam Dalva, President of the National Book Critics Circle.

3:30pm Viet Thanh Nguyen and Imani Perry in 
Conversation: Nonfiction and the Personal Lens
Join us for a conversation between two esteemed authors who 
explore identity, culture, class, and history through a personal 
lens. In her book Black in Blues: How a Color Tells the Story of 
My People, Imani Perry examines the relationship between 
the color blue and its presence in Black history. In his book 
To Save and Destroy: Writing as an Other, Viet Thanh Nguyen 
contemplates his family’s history leaving Vietnam and what it 
means to be an outsider. Moderated by Donna Seaman (River 
of Books: A Life in Reading), Editor-in-Chief, Booklist.

FESTIVAL DAY PROGRAMS - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
(All festival venues are wheelchair accessible)
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4:30pm Family, Unraveled
All families are complicated, with legacy, personal choices, and 
societal expectations shaping or breaking the bonds that hold 
them together. In Jason Diamond’s The Kaplan’s Plot, a son 
returns home to take care of his dying mother and learns of 
long-buried secrets and shames from his family's past. In Katie 
Kitamura’s Audition, an actress and a young playwright meet 
in a cafe, and as conversations unfold, questions of who they 
are to each other begin to arise. In Denne Michelle Norris’ 
When The Harvest Comes, a gay man must reckon with his re-
lationship with his homophobic father during his wedding re-
ception when he learns he’s been in a car accident. Moderated 
by Alexander Chee, (How To Write An Autobiographical Novel).

Check Out the Program Guide at: 
brooklynbookfestival.org



LOFTY PIGEON BOOKS (SIGNING TABLE A) 
North Stage - Cadman Plaza East 
Poets, novelists and cookbook authors on the North Stage will be for sale next to the stage. 

FORBIDDEN PLANET (SIGNING TABLE B)
Brooklyn Historical Society, 128 Pierrepont Street
Graphic novelists and cartoonists participating in programs in the Brooklyn Historical Society  
Auditorium will sign their books for sale immediately outside the building. 

THE CENTER FOR FICTION (SIGNING TABLE C)
St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church, 157 Montague Street
Books for authors participating in programs at St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church will be  
for sale inside the church.

GREENLIGHT BOOKSTORE (SIGNING TABLE D)
Books for authors participating in programs on the Center Stage will be for sale at the  

adjacent Greenlight Bookstore booth. 

POWERHOUSE BOOKS (SIGNING  AREA E AND F) 

Brooklyn Borough Courtroom 209 Joralemon Street
Main Stage in Borough Hall Plaza 
Books for authors in programs held on the Main Stage and in the Brooklyn Borough Hall  
Courtroom will be for sale at the powerHouse Books booth located on the Plaza outside  
Brooklyn Borough Hall.

BOOKS ON CALL NYC (SIGNING TABLE G - UPSTAIRS)
Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom, 250 Joralemon Street
Books for authors in programs at the Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom will be sold by Books on 

Call NYC immediately outside the Moot Courtroom. 

(SIGNING TABLE G - DOWNSTAIRS)
Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge, 250 Joralemon Street
Books for authors participating in programs taking place at the Brooklyn Law School Student 
Lounge Stage will be for sale just outside the building. 

SHOW THE LOVE TO OUR AUTHORS!
BUY A BOOK AT OUR OFFICIAL BOOKSELLERS AND HAVE YOUR BOOK SIGNED!

The books of authors appearing in programs at the Brooklyn Book Festival are available for sale at the designated booksellers. 

Pick up a book and then check the signing schedule to meet your favorite author and have your book signed.  

*BKBF policy is that only three books per person will be signed by the author, to respect author time constraints.
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Banned Book Reading Garden
10am - 6pm

Johnson Street and Cadman Plaza East

Reading Rhythms joins the Brooklyn Book Festival 
for a Banned Book Reading Garden. Readers can 
stop by throughout the day to browse a library of 
banned books, lounge on Scandinavian furniture, and 
join creative activities including bookmark-making, 
a postcard-writing campaign supporting librarians 
facing book challenges, and photo opportunities with 
favorite titles. The garden offers space to read freely, 
reflect, and connect—celebrating stories too often 
challenged but never silenced.   Thank you to Teak New 
York, PEN America, and Penguin Random House 
for providing furniture, resources, calls to action, 
and books!2015







NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING

Isaac Fitzgerald Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom- 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - F

Fernando A. Flores St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 2:30 PM - H

Angela Flournoy Center Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - C

Kate Folk North Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - A

Lauren Francis-Sharma Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - H

Katie Fricas The Center for Brooklyn History - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - B

Temim Fruchter Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - E 

Jonny Garza Villa Main Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - E 

Hafizah Augustus Geter Center Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - C

Aracelis Girmay Center Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - C

Manuel Gonzales Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - E 

Jeremy Gordon Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - F

Donnetta Lavinia Grays Main Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - E 

Phoebe Greenwood North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - A

Jasmine Guillory Main Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - E 

Kimiko Hahn Main Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - E 

Emily Hamilton North Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - A

Evan Hanczor Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - C

Alejandro Heredia St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 3:30 PM - H

Amanda Hess Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - G

Greg Hewett North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - A

Marlon James Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - F

Leslie Jamison Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - G

Morgan Jerkins St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 3:30 PM - H

Stephen Graham Jones Center Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - C

Saeed Jones Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - G

Molly Jong-Fast Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - G

Frederick Joseph Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - H

Mia Kang North Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - A

Melissa Kantor Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - H

Paul Karasik The Center for Brooklyn History  - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - B

Olga Khazan Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - G

Jonas Hassen Khemiri Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - F

Katie Kitamura St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 4:30 PM 5:30 PM - H

Amanda Lee Koe The Center for Brooklyn History - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - B

Scaachi Koul Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - G

Maris Kreizman Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - G

Ebony LaDelle Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - H

Celia Laskey Main Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - E 

Kazimir Lee The Center for Brooklyn History - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - B

Jared Lemus Main Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - E 

Christina Li Center Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - C

NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING

Aria Aber Main Stage 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - E 

Claire Adam Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - H

Camille U. Adams Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - F

Eric Adjepong North Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - A

Claire Ahn Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - H

Hala Alyan Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - G

Santiago Amigorena Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - F

Pria Anand Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - G

Anne Applebaum Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - G

Deborah Archer Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - G

Kristen Arnett Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - E 

Olufunke Grace Bankole North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - A

Alison Bechdel Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - F

Adam Becker Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - G

Marie-Helene Bertino Main Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - E 

Tashie Bhuiyan Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - H

Aaliyah Bilal Main Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - E 

Rawia Bishara Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - C

Nicholas Boggs Main Stage - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - E 

Libba Bray Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - H

Susannah Cahalan Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - G

Ada Calhoun Center Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - C

Tobias Carroll Center Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - C

Kashana Cauley Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - E 

Tina Chang Main Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - E 

Alexander Chee St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 4:30 PM 5:30 PM - H

Ken Chen Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge  - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM - H

Sarah Chihaya Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - F

Franny Choi Center Stage  - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM - C

Susan Choi St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 2:30 PM 3:30 PM - H

S.A. Cosby Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - F

Mike Curato The Center for Brooklyn History  - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - B

Adam Dalva St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church  - 2:30 PM 3:30 PM - H

Kwame  Dawes Main Stage  - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - E 

Sharon Lee De La Cruz The Center for Brooklyn History  - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - B

Marcy Dermansky North Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - A

Jason Diamond St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 4:30 PM 5:30 PM - H

Ruth Dickey Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - F

Diane DiMassa Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - F

Cory Doctorow Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - G

Damian Duffy The Center for Brooklyn History - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - B

Christopher John Farley St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 2:30 PM - H

SEE MAP ON BACK FOR EVENT AND SIGNING LOCATIONS
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BKBF AUTHOR EVENT AND SIGNING SCHEDULE (L-Z)

NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING

Clay Risen Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - G

Hannah V. Sawyerr Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - H

Pimentel Scarr Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - C

Hal Schrieve The Center for Brooklyn History - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - B

Donna Seaman St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 3:30 PM 4:30 PM - H

Chet'la Sebree Center Stage - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM - C

Olive Senior The Center for Brooklyn History - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - B

Jimin Seo North Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - A

Evie Shockley Center Stage - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM - C

Gary Shteyngart Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - E 

Emily Skillings North Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - A

Patricia Smith Main Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - E 

Kay Sohini The Center for Brooklyn History - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - B

Amber Sparks Center Stage - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - C

Susan Sturm Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - G

Ruby Tandoh North Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - A

Việt Thanh Nguyễn St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 3:30 PM 4:30 PM - H

Madeleine Thien Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - F

Joseph Earl Thomas Center Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - C

Neal Thompson Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - G

Xixi Tian Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - H

Jeremy Tiang Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - H

The Center for Brooklyn History - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - B

Lynne Tillman Main Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - E 

Mosab Abu Toha Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM - H

Kimm Topping Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - H

Raymond Tyler The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - B

Debbie Urbanski Main Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - E 

Alejandro Varela Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - F

Arriel Vinson Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - H

Simon Vozick-Levinson Center Stage  - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - C

Weike Wang Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - F

Eric Dean Wilson Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - G

Ronald Wimberly The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - B

Ashley Woodfolk Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - H

Shuang-Zi Yang Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - H

Katie Yee Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - F

North Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - A

Irene Yoo Center Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - D

Ibi Zoboi Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - H

NAME EVENT TIME SIGNING

Ananda Lima Main Stage - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - E 

Cathy Linh Che Center Stage  - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - C

Andrea Long Chu Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - F

Melissa Lozada-Oliva Main Stage  - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - E 

Mattie Lubchansky The Center for Brooklyn History - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - B

Canisia Lubrin The Center for Brooklyn History  - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - B

Eimear McBride Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - F

Melissa Mendes The Center for Brooklyn History - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - B

Anna Meyer The Center for Brooklyn History - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - B

Lincoln Michel St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 2:30 PM - H

Marcus J. Moore Center Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - C

Jason Mott Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - E 

Dwyer Murphy Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - F

Elie Mystal Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - G

Denali Sai Nalamalapu The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - B

Kevin Nguyen Main Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - E 

Benedict Nguyễn Main Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - E 

Denne MIchele Norris St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 4:30 PM 5:30 PM - H

Emet North Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 10:00 AM 11:00 AM - H

Sigrid Nunez Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - F

Pádraig Ó Tuama Center Stage - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - C

Tracy O'Neill Center Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - C

Joyce Carol Oates Brooklyn Borough Hall Courtroom - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - F

North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - A

Nedi Okorafor St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 1:30 PM 2:30 PM - H

Tochi Onyebuchi Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - H

Ed Park Main Stage - 4:00 PM 5:00 PM - E 

Ben Passmore The Center for Brooklyn History - 1:00 PM 2:00 PM - B

Liz Pelly Center Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - D

Imani Perry St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church - 3:30 PM 4:30 PM - H

Page Powars Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - H

Emmelie Prophéte The Center for Brooklyn History - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - B

Kirstin Valdez Quade Center Stage - 11:00 AM 12:00 PM - C

Issa Quincy North Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - A

Emily Raboteau Brooklyn Law School Moot Courtroom - 5:00 PM 6:00 PM - G

Ben Ratliff Center Stage - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - C

Ava Reid Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 12:00 PM 1:00 PM - H

Julia Riew Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - H

Brad Riew Brooklyn Law School Student Lounge - 3:00 PM 4:00 PM - H

Zuzana Říhová The Center for Brooklyn History - 2:00 PM 3:00 PM - B
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1804 Books 337
A socialist press and bookstore based at The People's Forum.

A.D. Metcalfe 125
Award-winning author of gritty, compelling NYC-set fiction.

A Perfect Blindness by W. Lance Hunt 133
Novelist, voice talent, and award-winning short story author.

A Public Space 315
Independent nonprofit literary and arts magazine also publishing books.

Abbeville Press 231
Independent publisher of fine art and illustrated books since 1977.

Acacia 519
A magazine of politics and culture for the Muslim left

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 126
Muslim community who believes that the awaited Messiah has 
returned.

AK Press 505
AK Press is a worker-run radical book publisher and distributor.

Akashic Books 513
Brooklyn-based independent publisher of fiction, nonfiction, & 
children's picture books.

Andrea Scott 619
Empowering stories of identity, resilience, and rising beyond all limits.

Annette Olivia Brown 133
Annette Olivia Brown is the author of Encounters and Reflections.

Apollo Publishers 336
Independent nonfiction publisher based in New York City.

Archipelago Books 432
Nonprofit press devoted to translating contemporary & classic world 
literature.

Astra Publishing House 602
Astra Publishing House publishes books that celebrate excellent 
storytelling.

Author Media Express 207 
Provides top-notch publishing and marketing services to help authors 
succeed.

Awakening Books 435
Awakening is a philosophical and mystical novel exploring spiritual 
self-discovery.

Awst Press 339
Independent literary press focusing on impressive work from diverse voices.

Ayin Press 338
An independent publisher rooted in Jewish culture and emanating 
outward.

The Baffler 220
The Journal That Blunts The Cutting Edge

Behind the Book 325
Behind the Book connects youth with diverse books and authors.

Bellevue Literary Press 320
Books at the intersection of the arts and sciences.

Belt Publishing 610
Promoting voices from the Rust Belt.

Berlinica Publishing 132
Berlinica does books about Berlin, Germany, and more, in English.

Birdcoat Quarterly + Ghost Peach Press 603
Poetry, prose, books to bite into over the kitchen sink.

BIRDS, LLC 230
Birds, LLC is a small independent editor-run poetry press.

Black Lawrence Press 409
Publisher of contemporary poetry and prose

Black Sun Lit 206
Publisher of transgeneric poetry and ontological inquiry based in 
Brooklyn.

BOMB Magazine 342
BOMB Magazine’s mission is to deliver the artist’s voice.

Book Buddies 131
Virtual writers' community offering feedback, generative sessions, and 
craft tips.

Bookforum 332
All about books since 1994.

Books are Magic 314
Books Are Magic is a family-owned independent bookstore.

Brick, A Literary Journal 348
Brick is a renowned international literary journal based in Toronto.

Brooklyn Institute for Social Research 611
An interdisciplinary teaching and research institute.

Brooklyn Org 517
Brooklyn Org is a new model for community philanthropy.

Brooklyn Poets 203
Celebrating community and poetic craft through educational programs 
and events.

Brooklyn Public Library 501
BPL is among the borough's most democratic civic institutions.

Cabinet Magazine & Cabinet Books 328
Brooklyn-based non-profit publisher of non-fiction books and Cabinet 
magazine.

Calliope 123
Calliope— an app with written, animated, interactive stories.

Cambridge University Press 347
The academic publisher of Cambridge University Press & Assessment.

Cardboard House Press 130
Latin American and Spanish poetry in translation.

Catapult, Counterpoint, and Soft Skull Press 306
Catapult, Counterpoint, and Soft Skull Press publish fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry.

Cathelina Duvert 120
Cathelina Duvert is the author of the novel, The Box.

Center for Black Literature 506
Expand, broaden, and enrich the knowledge/appreciation of Black 
literature.

The Center for Fiction 408
A literary nonprofit encouraging people to read and celebrate fiction.

Chad Michael Hardy, author of THE LAW OF ZERO 111
A journey to self-discovery, balance, and transformation through 
nothingness.

Chikwendu Christian Ukaegbu 127
Is a new author in Wyoming.

CLASH Books 601
Indie press from Troy, NY, publishing horror & literary fiction.

Coin-Op Books 122
Graphic novels, comix, and art books from Brooklyn, New York.

Columbia: A Journal of Literature & Art 401
The best of poetry, nonfiction, fiction, translation and visual art.

Columbia University Press 411
Scholarly and trade books for readers at all levels.

The Common 623
Print and online magazine publishing place-focused stories, essays, and 
poetry.

Common Notions Press 613
Good books for a free society.

Community of Literary Magazines & Presses (CLMP) 312 & 313
CLMP helps independent literary publishers thrive.

Contrarian Publishing 129
An indie publisher for romance, fantasy, and science fiction.

Copper Canyon Press 224
A mission-driven publisher dedicated to poetry for over fifty years.

Courageous Gilbert the Groundhog 209
Books that promote easy healing techniques from trauma and shock.

Dana Fraedrich, Steampunk Fantasy Author  612
Steampunk, secret identities, and spunk! Come by and say hi!

Dani Diaz (@memoryfuel) 614
Dani Diaz is a graphic novelist (author/illustrator of Dreamover, 2025).

Deep Vellum / Dalkey Archive / Open Letter 509
Deep Vellum Publishing brings the world into conversation through literature.

Door Is A Jar Literary Magazine 345
Quarterly publication of poetry, fiction, nonfiction, art, drama, and book 
reviews.

Dr. Tonya Alston-Sutton 340
Provides educational support and books K-Adult for learning 
experiences.

The Drift 607
The Drift is a magazine of culture, literature, and politics.

Driftwood Press 349
Driftwood Press specializes in poetry, comics, & fiction.

Dundurn Press 329
Dundurn Press is an independent book publisher based in Toronto.

Dungeon Books 403
Dungeon Books is a science-fiction and fantasy bookstore. Established 
2024.

Emily Hanlon 135
Author of the Martha and Marya Mystery series.

Enchanted Lion Books 417
Enchanted Lion Books is an independent publisher based in Brooklyn.

Esterline Vielot, Author 120
Esterline Vielot is a Haitian-born literary and women's fiction writer.

Eugene Turnier 115
Advanced existential analyst-Therapeutical approach to reach being, 
wellness, and well-being.

Europa Editions 413 & 414
One of North America’s leading independent publishers of international 
literature.

The Experiment 325 & 326
We are an independent publisher of a range of nonfiction.

The Feminist Press 402
Independent press publishing books to ignite movements and social 
transformation.

Fence 327
Fence is a 501(c)(3) independent literary magazine and press.

Feral House 625
Innovative, unexpected and thought-provoking nonfiction.

FICTION 330
FICTION is a literary magazine, founded in 1972.

Fiction Forge Press 441
Author of Isolation, Cody, and Beyond the Autumn Leaves.

Fordham University Press 212
Fordham University Press publishes acclaimed books about Greater 
New York.

Freebird Books 305
Brooklyn used bookstore specializing in New York history and culture.

Futurepoem 327
Futurepoem is an independent literary publisher based in NYC.

Galiot Press 114
We publish bold, boundary-pushing books in innovative and engaging 
ways.

Gaudy Boy 343
Publishing Asian Voices

Gavialidae 439
Gavialidae is a print literary periodical published annually.

Get Fresh Books Publishing 346
Get Fresh Books is a 501c3 nonprofit publisher.

Global Collective Publishers 118
Global Collective Publishers is an independent publisher based in 
Philadelphia.

Golden Lights Co. 113
Home to the Original Bookmark Charm Bar & bookish goods.

Granta 520
Granta Magazine is a literary magazine focused on new writing.

Graywolf Press 318
Graywolf Press is a nonprofit literary publisher based in Minneapolis.

Hanging Loose Press 504
Hanging Loose Press has, since 1966, published primarily poetry.
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Haymarket Books 422
Haymarket Books is an independent, radical, publisher based in Chicago.

Hewes House 615
Hewes House elevates aspiring writers through coaching, tutoring, and 
editing.

Historical Novel Society 218
Author of award-winning historical literary fiction with battle scenes.

House of Speakeasy, Johnson Street 
House of SpeakEasy's BookMobile is a literary festival on wheels.

Hive Mind Books 117
Hive Mind Books is Bushwick's queer bookstore and coffee shop.

Hub City Press 112
Independent literary press based in Spartanburg, SC.

Instituto Cervantes 204
Promotes Spanish language worldwide: classes, cultural events, 
literature, libraries.

Interlink Publishing 316
Palestinian-owned indie publisher, specializing in literature, cookbooks, 
children's books & more

Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA) 213
Empowering public with the true message of Islam.

J.J. Brown Author 116
Independent publisher of nonfiction and fiction books in NYC.

Jacobin 332
Jacobin offers socialist perspectives on politics, economics, and culture.

Jane Enright Author 627   
Inspiring, Humorous Award-Winning Author who writes for Children & 
Grownups. Janeenrightauthor.com

Jerry T. Johnson, Poet 443
Jerry T. Johnson, Poet & Spoken Word Artist.

Jewish Currents 404
Jewish Currents is a magazine of the Jewish left.

Jonathan Liebson 121
Essayist, Reviewer, and Part-Time Professor.

Joyland Publishing 438
Nonprofit publisher of Joyland Magazine and Joyland Editions.

Justin Kurian 208
Award-winning author presenting his newest novel "The Canticle of 
Ibiza".

Kacper Jarecki, Author 133
Kacper likes cats and the color blue very much, thanks.

Kaya Press 205
Kaya Press is dedicated to Asian Diasporic literature.

Kent Priore, Author 223
Kent Priore is the author of The Monsters Among Us.

Kernpunkt 621, 622
Kernpunkt is the crux where art intersects literature.

Kibo Books 407
Independent publisher of diasporic memoirs, poetry, and short stories.

Kitchen Ink Publishing 606   
Having fun & making memories in the kitchen. Storybook Cookbooks.

Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library 214
Our museum celebrates the incredible legacy of author Kurt Vonnegut.

Lancelot Schaubert 134
Author of Bell Hammers, other books, filmmaker, songwriter, performer.

Laura C. Rader, Author 211
Laura C. Rader is a historical fiction author.

Library of America 405 *406
A nonprofit organization that publishes America's greatest writing.

Lilith Publications 226
Independent, Jewish & frankly feminist journalism and storytelling 
since 1976.

Lily Poetry Review Books 104
Lily Poetry Review is committed to poetry and literary citizenship.

LittlePuss Press 437
LittlePuss Press is a feminist press run by trans women.

Lost & Found: The CUNY Poetics Document Initiative 230
Lost & Found publishes unexpected archival texts.

Love & Legends Books 442
An NYC-based pop-up bookstore specializing in romance, fantasy and 
scifi.

Luna Press 229
Luna Press is dedicated to the publishing of illustrated books.

Lux Magazine 220
A Socialist Feminist Mag For The Masses.

LYRA-LOR 423
LYRA-LOR is the resource for selling only Denis Gray’s books.

Mad Cave Studios + Papercutz + Maverick  
+ Nakama Press 502
A home for graphic storytelling—Maverick, Papercutz, Nakama Press, 
Mad Cave.

Maggie St.Thomas 101
Books. Word Puzzle Books. Novels.

Marc Renson 110
Award Winning Author/Entrepreneur/Chef.

MARKOV PRESS 620   
Publishes The Exquisite Corpse, Sci-Fi Ghost story, paranormal murder 
mystery.

Marloe Press 424
An independent Brooklyn press publishing unique books for interesting 
people.

Marymount Manhattan College 202
Marymount Manhattan College Department of Humanities and Social 
Sciences.

McNally Editions 335
Elevating unduly neglected books and authors, from McNally Jackson 
Books.

McPherson & Company, Publishers 425
An independent literary and arts book publisher since 1974.

Meena RD 124
Meena’s path unfolds as a testament to resilience and determination.

Melville House Publishing 321
Melville House is an independent publisher in Brooklyn, New York.

MetroHop Books 102
Books about things hiding in plain sight.

Mianus River Press 103
Mianus River Press publishes its first book In Their Presence.

Mil Mundos Books 503  
A multilingual bookstore curating for Black, Latinx, & Indigenous 
heritage.

Milkweed Editions 608
Independent nonprofit publisher of life-changing literary fiction, 
nonfiction, and poetry.

MTA Arts & Design 510
Celebrating 40 years of presenting art throughout the MTA system.

The Mysterious Bookshop / Penzler Publishers 515
Publishers of Mystery Fiction & The World's Oldest Mystery Bookshop

n+1 Magazine 426
n+1 is a magazine of literature, culture, and politics.

National Book Foundation 314
Presenter of the National Book Awards.

National Writers Union (NWU) 421
NWU, the Union for all writers, all Genres, all Media.

New Directions Publishing 427
New Directions proudly publishes great literature from around the 
world.

The New School 210
Discover The New School's MFA in Creative Writing Program.

New Vessel Press 419
Independent publisher devoted to fiction/nonfiction from around the 
world.

New York Review of Architecture 418
New York Review of Architecture reviews architecture in New York.

The New York Review of Books/New York Review Books 415  416
A journal of ideas / fiction and nonfiction book publisher.

New York Sisters in Crime 234
NY-SinC promotes the professional development of women crime 
writers.

New York University Press 201
A home for lifelong learners. Sharing exceptional ideas since 1916.

Nightboat Books 236
Nightboat Books publishes titles rich with poignancy, intelligence, and 
risk.

One Story 303
One Story publishes one great short story at a time.

OR Books 302
Alternative, progressive, avant-garde publishing.

Other Press 301
An independent publisher of literature from around the world.

The Panacea Review 108
The Panacea Review is a literary journal themed around ephemera.

The Paris Review 319
America’s preeminent literary magazine.

Pathfinder Books 309
Working-class struggles, socialism, communism, Black struggle, 
women's rights, oppose Jew-hatred.

PEN America 
PEN America: literary & free expression organization - pen.org/join

Pen + Brush 628
130-Year-Old women's art non-profit. Until it's just about the art.

Pink Tree Press 132
Pink Trees Press is a woman-owned, not-for-profit based in NYC.

Perugia Press 104
Perugia, a nonprofit feminist press, publishes poetry books by women.

Ploughshares 228
The award-winning literary journal based at Emerson College.

PM Press 410
PM Press is an independent publisher of critically necessary books.

Poetry Magazine 322
The premier outlet for contemporary voices and poetic legacies.

Poetry Society of America 511
The PSA is the oldest poetry organization in the US.

Poets & Writers 310
Poets & Writers is the nation’s leading nonprofit serving writers.

Poets Wear Prada 235
Have you had your poetry today? Established in Hoboken, 2006.

The Point Magazine 420
The Point is a magazine of the examined life.

Princeton University Press 232
Princeton University Press brings influential voices to the world.

Radix Printing & Publishing Cooperative 227
Worker-owned independent publisher and union printer in NYC.

Reading Partners New York 436
Reading Partners is an early literacy nonprofit providing free tutoring.

Red Penguin Books 109
Stress-free, joyful publishing that celebrates every author’s book 
journey.

Revolution Books 609
Revolution Books… A Beacon for a Whole New Word!

Rohan Srinivasan 440
Rohan Srinivasan is the author of An Imagined Life.

Romance Writers of America (RWA) 323, 324
To enhance the careers of writers of the romance genre.

RWA/New York City Chapter 323, 324
To enhance the careers of writers of the romance genre.

Roundabout Press 105
A small, independent press based in West Hartford, Connecticut. 
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Rutgers University Press 237
Bold Ideas, Essential Reading.

Sagging Meniscus Press 333
Sagging Meniscus Press publishes nonconformist, aesthetically self-
determined literature.

Sandorf Passage 334
Books inspired by conflict zones and the dangers of complacency.

Santa Fe Writers Project 621
SFWP, an independent press since 1998, publishes prose and more.

Sarah Lawrence College MFA Writing / Lumina Journal 221
Sarah Lawrence College’s MFA Writing program, located in Bronxville, NY.

Sarah Relyea 218
Playground Zero. Berkeley, 1968. Twelve-year-old Alice meets America’s 
exploding culture.

Seven Stories Press 428
Political non-fiction, literature, and other works of the radical imagination.

She Writes Press Novelists 106
A group of female fiction writers published with SWP

Sibylline Press 107
Sibylline publishes the brilliant work of women authors over 50.

Simon & Schuster 225
Simon & Schuster is a global publisher of books.

Solid Objects 222
A New York–based publisher of fiction, poetry, nonfiction, and drama.

Southwest Review / New Pony 331
Southwest Review is a quarterly literary journal from Dallas, TX

St. Joseph’s Writer's Foundry Review 341
An intimate MFA program specializing in fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Street Noise Books 219
Powerful graphic novels and illustrated essays. Unapologetic, authentic, 
and relevant.

Success Essentials Publishing Company, Inc. 304
We Provide Authors with a Toolkit for Success™.

SuMon Publishers 344
We publish books on Ancient Egypt and Black America.

Susan Wands 218
A tarot deck creator battles to own her creation.

Tapioca Stories 217
Publishing house of Latin American children’s books for English readers.

The Word Is Change: Books, Used + New 512
The Word Is Change is a neighborhood bookstore in Bed-Stuy.

Theatre Communication Group Books 429
TCG is America's largest independent publisher of dramatic literature.

The Twisted Spine 431
NYC's first bookstore for Horror and Dark Literature.

Thinking Crypto Podcast 432
Crypto news and interviews podcast.

Thomas M. Wing 211
Thomas M. Wing, writer of nautical and military fiction.

TooFar Media 307
Immersive Storyworlds that combine Book, Music, Art, Animation and Film.

Transit Books 604 
Transit Books is a publisher of award-winning international literature.

Trouser Press Books 216
High-quality books about rock music and more. Based in Brooklyn.

Two Lines Press 626
Award-winning press publishing daring and original literature in translation.

Ugly Duckling Presse 430
UDP is a not-for-profit publisher of poetry, translation, and more.

Vaia Kozanas Books 624 
I'm excited to have started my writing journey!

Veronica Lane Books 605  
Since 1992, Veronica Lane Books has published bestselling children's books!
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Verso Books 507
Verso Books is an independent, radical publishing house.

Warbler Press 132
Warbler Press publishes new and classic books across all genres.

Whiskey Tit 62, 622
Uncompromising independent literary masterpieces. Experimental, 
symbolist, avant garde.

Whiting Literary Magazine Prizes 412
Whiting supports writers, editors, educators, and cultural heritage 
preservation.

William High & Lieba 128
William is sharing his-story with his children - never forget!

William J. McGee 134
William J. McGee is the author of Half the Child.

WintersHaven Press 628
Small self-publisher, created name just for sale of debut book.

Women's National Book Association 311
We connect, educate, advocate and lead in the literary world.

Word Up Community Bookshop/ Librería Comunitaria 616
Bookshop and arts space based in Washington Heights.

Words Without Borders 308
WWB is the premier destination for a global literary conversation.

World Editions 317
Brooklyn-based World Editions publishes literary fiction in translation.

The Writers Studio 508
Creative writing school founded by Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Philip 
Schultz.

The Yale Review 215
The Yale Review is the oldest “little magazine” in America.

You Got No Guts: Vision Quest for Nontoxic Schools 434
An inspirational book where Ms. Fly courageously fights workplace 
bullying.

Zone Books 617
Publisher of books in the humanities and social sciences.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14TH

Read Around the World: Connecting Cultures 
Through Storytime (In Person)
Join Global School Brooklyn for a vibrant multilingual book 
event for families, featuring a rotating schedule of read-alouds 
in English, Spanish, Russian, Portuguese, Creole, German, and 
Chinese. Enjoy hands-on arts and crafts and browse a curated 
selection of children’s books in multiple languages. Meet 
Alyssa Reynoso-Morris, Andrea Cáceres, Emma Otheguy, 
Aitalina Romanova, Denise Adusei, Arlène Elizabeth 
Casimir, Yevgenia Nayberg, Julie Leung, Alexandra Penfold, 
and Sheetal Sheth as they bring their favorite stories to life. 
RSVP today and celebrate the joy of storytelling across cultures! 
Location: Global School Brooklyn 
760 Sterling Place Brooklyn, NY 11216
Time: 10:00AM - FREE
Website: globalschoolbrooklyn.org | shorturl.at/wuLTX 

Tales, Tails, & Travel: A Creative Afternoon with 
Brooklyn Children's Authors (In Person)
Join us for the launch of Malcolm A. Dill’s newest book 
Marvin’s First Pet (11 AM - 1 PM) with a joyful, family-friendly 
day at Brooklyn Made and City Point! Enjoy read-alouds and 
signings with the author, puppy photo portraits by Aunt 
Hilda, and handmade crocheted pet fashion from Chila 
for Fun. A perfect mix of stories, creativity, and furry fun! 
Followed by a celebration of the launch of the Mommy 
Poppins Travel Journal and Activity Book (2 PM - 4PM)—an 
engaging companion for kids ages 6–10 to record their 
adventures, big or small! Meet co-author Anna Fader, enjoy 
a special read-aloud, and dive into hands-on crafts inspired 
by the book’s creative prompts and “boredom busters.” 
Kids can decorate their own keepsake travel pages, paste 
in postcards and mementos, and take home inspiration for 
turning every trip into a memorable learning experience. 
Location: Brooklyn Made / City Point 
445 Albee Square W, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 11:00AM - FREE  Website: citypointbrooklyn.com

Back to School in Bed-Stuy (In Person)
Join READ 718, Brooklyn Book Bodega, and House of 
SpeakEasy for a back-to-school event celebrating young 
readers. United by a shared mission of building community, 
increasing book access, and fostering a love of reading, we 
invite families and book lovers to kick off the Bookends 
series. Featuring: readings, crafts, and giveaways at READ 
718's center in Bed-Stuy. Brooklyn Book Bodega and House 
of SpeakEasy will distribute free books for grades K-12.
Location: READ 718 - 336 Malcolm X Blvd, Brooklyn 11233
Time: 12:00PM - FREE
Website: read718.org | brooklynbookbodega.org | 
houseofspeakeasy.org

Galvanizing the Power of Literary Community: 
Salons, Series, and Bookstores (In Person)
Indie bookstores are experiencing a resurgence and the 
in-person book scene is thriving, with salons selling out, new 
reading series launching, and bookstores doubling as com-
munity hubs and third spaces. This panel discussion—featuring 
author Maura Cheeks, owner of Liz’s Book Bar; Evan Hanczor, 
founder of Table of Contents; author Tyler Wetherall, creator 
of Reading the City; and moderated by Elizabeth Howard 
of the Short Fuse Podcast—asks how do we keep building 
literary communities and harness their potential to bring more 
readers and writers into the fold. Audience Q&A follows.
Location: Liz's Book Bar - 315 Smith St, Brooklyn, NY 11231
Time: 5:30PM - FREE
Website: readingthecity.substack.com |  
shortfusepodcast.com | shorturl.at/xCmro 

The Weather Report with Andrew Ross (In Person)
The grisly future of climate change has arrived sooner than 
forecasted and the parties responsible have no intention 
of walking away from their power or profits. This panel of 
leading writers on climate change will name the histories that 
brought us here, chart our own power and responsibility as 
we adapt to a climate-imperiled planet, and share lessons 
from the frontlines of a crisis—personal and global. Featuring 
Andrew Ross, author of The Weather Report; Jaskiran 
Dhillon, coeditor of Standing with Standing Rock; and 
Ashley Dawson, coeditor of Decolonize Conservation.
Location: Word Is Change Bookstore 
368 Tompkins Ave (at Putnam), Brooklyn, NY 11216
Time: 7:00PM - FREE  
Website: commonnotions.org

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2025

#YeahYouWriteBKBF (In Person)
An evening of readings, #LiteraryCocktails, food, fun, 
#OpenMic, Rapid-Fire Q&A, and book sales/signing with 
Moon Unit Zappa, Lauren Morrow, and Princess Joy 
L. Perry. We're celebrating the Brooklyn Book Festival's 
20th Anniversary and #YeahYouWrite's 10th!
Location: Someday Bar NYC 
364 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: yeahyouwriteevents.com

Franklin Park Lit Night (In Person) 
Two popular series based at Crown Heights’s famed 
Franklin Park Bar and Beer Garden team up for a fun 
and enlightening evening! The Franklin Park Reading 
Series and World Trans Forum host authors Amie 
Barrodale (Trip, You Are Having a Good Time), Zefyr 
Lisowski (Uncanny Valley Girls), Chet’la Sebree (Blue 
Opening), and Emily Zhou (Girlfriends) for short read-
ings of newly released poetry and prose and a panel 
discussion with World Trans co-hosts Jeanne Thornton 
and Anton Solomonik. Enjoy drink specials, mingling 
with fellow literary enthusiasts, and a book raffle!
Location: Franklin Park - 618 St Johns Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: franklinparkbk.com

Amor Sin Fronteras: Latinx Love Stories 
That Break the Mold (Virtual)
Join acclaimed Dominican and Latinx romance authors 
Adriana Herrera, Lydia San Andres, Ambar Cordova, and 
Natalie Caña for a heartfelt conversation on writing love in all 
its complexity. This panel explores how culture, community, 
and identity shape stories of desire, joy, and healing. From 
steamy tropes to tender truths, these authors are redefining the 
genre through unapologetically Latinx perspectives. Come cel-
ebrate love that resists, romances that reclaim, and narratives 
that speak directly to our corazones. Moderated by Angela 
Abreu, Executive Director of Dominican Writers Association.
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: dominicanwriters.org | shorturl.at/DeNzu

Carousel: Comics Performances (In Person)
Join Carousel for readings of graphic novels, gag cartoons, 
and comics as performed by the writers and artists, with 
slide projections, followed by a book signing. Featuring 
Peter Kuper, Jesse Mechanic, Jamie Mustard, Ngozi 
Nwadiogbu, and Kelsey Wroten. Hosted by R. Sikoryak. 
Ticket Prices: General: $15; SI Members: $12; Students 
& Seniors: $10. Visit our website for more details!
Location: Society of Illustrators 
128 E 63rd Street, New York, NY 10065
Time: 7:00PM - $10-$15
Website: carouselslideshow.com | shorturl.at/WfTxN 

Waning Moon Writing Workshop (Virtual)
This year, the Brooklyn Book Festival’s main Festival Day takes 
place on a NEW MOON and a partial solar eclipse! Get ready 
for Festival Day energy by getting some writing done in this 
WANING MOON-themed writing workshop led by artist, 
writer, and creativity coach Catherine LaSota. Learn about 
the waning moon phase (what can we let go of to prepare 
for our next steps?) and get some new writing done in com-
munity with themed prompts. Free, live, one hour on Zoom!
Time: 8:00PM - FREE
Website: catherinelasota.myflodesk.com/waningmoon

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2025

a/wake in the water: voices in protest (In Person)
"Books and all forms of writing are terror to those who wish to 
suppress truth." - Wole Soyinka.  
Join our community of poets, spoken word performers, 
writers, artists, and musicians for a gathering of community, 
performance, and artivisim, featuring performers Edward 
Currelley, Lorraine Currelley, and Betty Pierre.
Location: Mott Haven Library 
321 East 140th Street, Bronx, NY 10454
Time: 2:00PM - FREE
Website: poetsnetworkandexchange.wordpress.com

We are the Genre (In Person)
Writers Jordan E. Franklin, Caroline Hagood, Paula Cisewski, 
Matthew Daddona, and Jiwon Choi will embark on a candid 
exploration of how we embody our own forms of writing. 
Whether we’re engaged in poetry, fiction, memoir, biography, 
etc., we can’t help but go beyond the borders of genre to create 
work that endeavors to fully capture the story of who we are.
Location: Thayer - 99 Avenue B, New York, NY 10009
Time: 6:30PM - FREE
Website: hangingloosepress.com | shorturl.at/49D8d

Tables of Contents Reading Series: Alam! Schaefer! Park! 
(In Person)
Join us at MADE in Sunset Park for our next reading on 
Tuesday, September 16th! We have an amazing lineup 
featuring Rumaan Alam (Entitlement), Lucas Schaefer (The 
Slip) and Silvia Park (Luminous). Each ticket includes three 
small dishes inspired by the passages, and one complimentary 
cocktail mixed by our friends Sammi Katz and Olivia McGiff 
(Cocktails in Color). We’ll also have our authors' books 
available for sale, so come ready to pick up a few copies!
Location: MADE Bush Terminal - 13 42nd St, Brooklyn, NY 11232
Time: 7:00PM - FREE  Website: tablesofcontents.org

Tour of Tove Jansson & The Moomins: The Door Is Always Open 
(In Person)
Join us for a guided tour of Tove Jansson and the Moomins: 
The Door Is Always Open, an exhibition that explores the 
queer Finnish author’s impact on children’s literature and 
social-emotional learning through her beloved Moomin 
characters, bold political cartoons, and reflective adult literature. 
The author’s niece, Sophia Jansson, will lead a tour, sharing 
reflections on the legacy of the Moomins internationally. The 
exhibition invites visitors to step into Jansson’s creative universe 
through immersive installations, archival materials, multilingual 
editions of her books, and public programming for all ages.
Location: Brooklyn Public Library, Central Library 
- 10 Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE  Website: bklynlibrary.org | shorturl.at/G5kNn

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025

No Cop City, No Cop World: Lessons from the 
Movement frm Atlanta to NYC (In Person)
Join us as we celebrate the release of No Cop City, No Cop World: 
Lessons from the Movement, a collection of essays published in 
May 2025 by Haymarket Books. The event will bring together 
co-editors and contributors to the book, along with organizers 
from Atlanta and NYC. Discussion will focus on the movements 
for environmental justice, police abolition, and Indigenous 
sovereignty that were forged in Atlanta around a decentralized 
effort to stop the construction of a $120 million police training 
facility. Panelists include Micah Herskind, co-editor; Kamau 
Franklin, co-editor and founder of Community Movement 
Builders; Mariah Parker, co-editor; and Priscilla Grim, contribu-
tor, cultural worker, writer, and "Stop Cop City" RICO defendant. 
Moderated by Professor Jocelyn Simonson, Brooklyn Law 
School, and author of Radical Acts of Justice: How Ordinary People 
are Dismantling Mass Incarceration. Admission is free with RSVP.
Location: Brooklyn Law School - 250 
Joralemon St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 6:00PM - FREE  Website: brooklaw.edu | shorturl.at/RYYBT

Voices from the Margins (Virtual) 
Join the Center for Black Literature virtually as we engage with 
contributors from the anthology We Refuse to Be Silent: Women's 
Voices on Justice for Black Men. Editor Angela P. Dodson will be 
in conversation with Gloria J. Browne-Marshall and Nicole 
Bailey-Williams on their respective pieces “Why They Kill 
Us” and “Education as Activism.” This dynamic trio will share 
their views on police oppression, systemic racism, and the 
emotional toll created from experiencing bigotry in daily life.
Time: 6:00PM - FREE  Website: centerforblackliterature.org | 
https://shorturl.at/amaB8 

To the Heart of It (In Person)
How does falling in love work? This in-conversation 
program explores contemporary ideas about gender 
and relationships through comics autobiography with 
Štěpánka Jisolvá and Stephanie Nina Pitsirilos. This 
Brooklyn Book Festival Bookend Program is presented 
by the Czech Center New York and Graphic Mundi.
Location: Czech Center New York - 321 E 73rd St, New York, NY 10021
Time: 6:30PM - FREE  Website: graphicmundi.org | 
new-york.czechcentres.cz/en/program/srdcovka 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025

What We Didn’t Expect: MUTHA x Pen Parentis x Lofty 
Pigeon Get Lit(erary), from Panel to Party (In Person)
Don’t believe what’s expected—reality is a shock in all aspects 
and stages of parenthood and partnership. MUTHA and Pen 
Parentis present a night out with parents who are writers/
artists across genres that take on taboo topics: novelist 
Domenica Ruta (All The Mothers); cartoonist Rachel Deutsch 
(The Mother); and Hip Mama founder and memoirist Ariel 
Gore (Rehearsals for Dying). Moderated by MUTHA’s Meg 
Lemke and Pen Parentis’s M. M. De Voe (Book & Baby). Join for 
short readings, a panel, and gratis wine/snacks/chatting/book 
signing from 7 to 8:30pm at Lofty Pigeon Books in Brooklyn, 
with an after-party at Hinterlands next door (cash bar).
Location: Lofty Pigeon Books - 743 
Church Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: https://shorturl.at/ZLHfY 

Selected Shorts: Gary Gulman, On the Couch 
(In Person & Virtual)
It's September, which means school is back in session and 
your shrink has returned from their August escape. Join 
us for an evening of short fiction with incredible actors 
performing funny, stirring, and insightful stories about therapy, 
therapists, and that eternal search for inner peace. Hosted 
by comedian Gary Gulman (Misfit, The Great Depresh). 
Location: Symphony Space - 2537 Broadway 
at 95th St, New York, NY 10025
Time: 7:00PM - $19-$33 
Website: symphonyspace.org | shorturl.at/ozQJn

No, YOU Tell It! “Prom Queens” True-Life 
Tales with a Twist (In Person)
No, YOU Tell It! Storytellers work together to develop true 
tales on the page, then swap stories to embody their story 
partner’s culture, identity, and life experience on stage. For 
this Bookend Event, four contributors to the forthcoming 
Prom Queens: Celebrating Prom Poems & Stories by Queens 
Writers anthology from Poets of Queens (poetsofqueens.
com) will step into each other's prom stories. Plus, 
story trivia for literary prizes! Storytellers include Vegas K 
Jarrow, Tim Lindner, Ricki Richards, and Jane Salvador. 
Follow @noyoutellit or visit noyoutellit.com to learn 
about the storytellers, creative team, and anthology.
Location: Grove 34 - 31-83 34th St, Astoria, NY 11106
Time: 7:00PM - $10
Website: noyoutellit.com | shorturl.at/LNxdm 

Exquisite Corpse, Queens Edition (In Person) 
Queens poets create a new exquisite corpse poem on the 
theme of “Renegade.” Each poet will write a 7-line poem (in 
honor of the 7 train) using only the last line of the previous 
poem as inspiration. We will reveal and read the whole poem 
during the event, as well as discuss Queens lit and community. 
Our poet panelists are Abeer Y. Hoque, allia abdullah-
matta, Dena Igusti, Isabel Díaz Alanís, Jennifer Cendaña 
Armas, JoliAmour DuBose-Morris, Luvon Roberson, 
Nadia Misir, Nadia Q. Ahmad, and Sherese Francis.
Location: The World's Borough Bookshop - 34-
06 73rd St, Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: shorturl.at/fStA3 

Behind the Pen (In Person)
Join Editorial Fellows Yasmin Bashir and Theodore Heil 
for a discussion with Writing Fellows Kasia Nikhamina, 
Raina Wellman, and Yaw Atuobi about craft, language, 
translation, folklore, and literature that inspires their 
writing. This panel offers a look at how each of the writers’ 
work is thematically entangled with one another.
Location: Unnameable Books - 615 
Vanderbilt Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: apublicspace.org

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2025

Under the BQE Flash Reading and Birthday Party 
(In Person)
Under the BQE Press invites the NYC writing and publishing 
community to help them celebrate their first year as an indie 
publisher at their favorite bar, which is as close to under the 
overpass as you can get - Mama Tried! Flash readings (under 
5 minutes) from forthcoming and published novelists Judson 
Merrill, Brian Russ, Heidi Diehl, Leo Kouklanakis, and 
Stephen Aubrey. An all-vinyl eclectic mix of cosmic funk, 
Brazilian groove, and Afro-spiritual jazz courtesy of The Vinyl 
Historian. Hand-screen-printed merch for sale. Unsolicited 
writing prompts on every coaster. And super-cheap beer 
deals courtesy of Five Boroughs Brewery, plus birthday cake 
while supplies last! Hosted by founding writers-turned-
aquisition-editors Lauren Belski and David Greenwood.
Location: Mama Tried - 787 3rd Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11232
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: underthebqe.com | shorturl.at/uL5dP

The Harlem Writers Guild Celebrates 75 
Years of Literary Excellence (Virtual)
Founded in 1950, the Harlem Writers Guild proudly celebrates 
75 years of literary excellence and its mission to amplify 
African American voices. Join us for an unforgettable evening 
honoring the world’s oldest continuous organization of Black 
writers. Hear powerful readings from the works of legendary 
members—John Oliver Killens, Maya Angelou, Audre Lorde, 
Ossie Davis, Ruby Dee, Lorraine Hansberry, Rosa Guy, Louise 
Meriwether, and more—whose words helped shape American 
literature. The program also features the bold, vibrant voices of 
current members who carry the Guild's mission forward with 
purpose and pride: Maigen Jones, Julie Ann Fairley, Marc 
W. Polite, Judy C. Andrews, Angela Dews, Jade Soares do 
Nascimento, Diane Richards, Eartha Watts Hicks, Kendall 
Glaspie, Minnette Coleman, Dr. Robert J. Woodbine, 
Peggy Trotter Dammond Preacely, and John Robinson. 
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: theharlemwritersguild.org | shorturl.at/Br5wt

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

Tipsy Bee Author Spelling Bee & Book Fair (In Person)
The Tipsy Bee returns with our grown-up spelling bee! Root 
for your favorite authors – Abraham Yu-Young Chang, 
Erin Crosby Eckstine, Danny Goodman, Elyse Graham, 
Jakob Guanzon, and Olivia Wolfgang-Smith – as they 
try to spell literary-inspired words. Last year’s champ 
Hyeseung Song will be there as an official lifeline for 
struggling spellers. As the featured authors (inevitably) lose, 
we’ll call up audience members for the chance to win the 
Grand Prize! Hive Mind Books will be there with a curated 
selection of reads as well as the featured authors' books.
Location: Francis Kite Club - 40 Avenue C, New York, NY 10009
Time: 6:00PM - FREE  Website: shorturl.at/ac5cM

Ctrl+Alt+Lit: Fan Fiction, Zines, and Independent Literature  
(In Person & Virtual)
From Tumblr threads to self-published novels, alternative 
literature is rewriting how we tell stories and who gets to tell 
them. Ctrl+Alt+Lit will explore how alt-lit remixes cultural 
narratives and creates community beyond traditional publish-
ing, diving into a world shaped by parasocial relationships, 
the internet, and all of the media therein, including fan fiction, 
zines, newsletters, and forums. Featuring a panel of experts 
from Acacia Magazine, 4N Magazine, and Choo Choo Press, 
followed by a zine swap and mixer, Ctrl+Alt+Lit aims to offer 
a countercanon rooted in passion, identity, and connection.
Location: Asian American Writers' Workshop - 18 
W 21st St, Suite 900, New York, NY, 10010
Time: 6:00PM - FREE  Website: aaww.org

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

2025 Day of Translation: Keynote Conversation with 
Jhumpa Lahiri and Katie Kitamura (In Person)
The 2025 Day of Translation, presented by the Center for 
the Art of Translation, culminates in a keynote conversation 
featuring Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Jhumpa Lahiri 
and bestselling author Katie Kitamura. Translation, 
broadly conceived, lies at the heart of Jhumpa Lahiri and 
Katie Kitamura’s work. For Lahiri, translation is more 
than an art; it’s a profound metamorphosis, a radical act 
of reshaping text and self. Kitamura’s fiction features 
translators, interpreters, and actors, for whom translation 
is physical labor, an embodiment of another’s language, 
and a performance of intimacy. Using translation as their 
guide, Lahiri and Kitamura will discuss the journey of 
finding one’s voice in other languages and on the page. 
Whether you are a reader of literary translation, a literary 
translator at any stage in your career, or simply captivated 
by the movement of ideas among languages, people, and 
places, Day of Translation is sure to provide a passionate 
community to learn. Tickets are required for this event. 
Location: The Center for Fiction - 15 
Lafayette Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 6:00PM - $10 - $25
Website: catranslation.org | shorturl.at/ovLsU

Diversity, Democracy, and New York City Schools (In Person)
Join NYU Press authors Alexandra Freidus (Unequal Lessons: 
School Diversity and Educational Inequality in New York City) 
and Ryane McAuliffe Straus (Divided by Choice: How Charter 
Schools Diminish Democracy) for a panel discussion with 
journalist Michael Elsen-Rooney (Chalkbeat New York) about 
the problems affecting NYC schools today. They'll tackle a wide 
range of issues, from diversifying classrooms and addressing 
racial segregation to the impact of charter schools on public 
education. Parents, educators, and anyone concerned about 
our schools should join this discussion at Lofty Pigeon Books.
Location: Lofty Pigeon Books - 743 
Church Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11218
Time: 6:30PM - FREE
Website: nyupress.org | shorturl.at/4mVnA

The Future is Latinx: New Generation (Virtual)
Join us for a discussion on the challenges faced by Latinx 
writers entering the literary world, and how they balance 
the pressure of writing for the Latinx community while still 
reaching wider audiences. Panelists and debut novels include: 
Veronica Chapa (Malinalli), Carolina Flórez-Cerchiaro 
(Bochica), Alejandro Heredia (Loca), and Sofia Robleda 
(Daughter of Fire). Moderated by Sandra Proudman (Salvación).
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: latinxinpublishing.com/events

Italian-American Immigrant Dreams (In Person)
Come join us at the Old Stone House of Brooklyn for a 
special Brooklyn Book Festival Bookend Event celebrating 
Italian-American immigrant stories. Authors Suzanne 
Uttaro Samuels (Seeds of the Pomegranate), F.K. Clementi 
(South of My Dreams: Finding My American Home), and 
Catherine Gigante-Brown (Immigrant Hearts) will read 
from and discuss their new novels and their personal stories 
of immigration. Don't miss this opportunity to explore 
the dreams and struggles of Italian-American immigrants 
in a unique and intimate setting! This event is free to 
the public. Books will be sold. Light refreshments.
Location: The Old Stone House - 336 3rd St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: brooklynsocialmedia.net | shorturl.at/xxc9N

Weaver of Dreams, Voice of Conscience: Celebrating 
the Life and Legacy of Ngũgĩ Wa Thiong'o (In Person)
In May, the groundbreaking Kenyan writer and activist 
Ngũgĩ Wa Thiong'o died. Ngũgĩ braved prison, exile, and 
beatings—and attacks on his family—to speak the truth 
about both colonial and “post-colonial” Africa. He wrote plays, 
novels, essays, poetry, and criticism. His novel Devil on the 
Cross was composed on toilet paper in prison. Ngũgĩ called 
on African authors to write in their own languages. He is a 
giant of contemporary world literature. Participating in this 
tribute are Mũkoma wa Ngũgĩ, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, 
Maaza Mengiste, and Caroline Elkins. Andy Zee will host.
Location: Revolution Books - 437 Malcolm X 
Blvd @ 132nd St, New York, NY 10037
Time: 7:00PM - FREE (donation requested)
Website: revolutionbooksnyc.org
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2025

Something Like a Circus or a Sewer: Lives of Downtown 
(In Person)
Between 1970 and 2000, New York was the most precarious 
and exciting arts capital on earth. Even as the city staggered 
from crisis to crisis, it was home to pioneering hip-hop 
artists, punks and poets, subway taggers, and gallerists 
who saw them as the next Big Thing. Join us in Ditmas Park, 
Brooklyn for a panel with acclaimed Downtown memoir-
ists and biographers—Lucy Sante, Maggie Dubris, Will 
Hermes, and Peter Trachtenberg, poetry from Andrew 
E. Colarusso and Rico Frederick, and artwork from The 
Art Students League. Books for sale from Taylor & Co.
Location: The Urbane Arts Club - 1016 
Beverley Rd, Brooklyn, NY 11218
Time: 7:00PM - FREE 
Website: urbanebrooklyn.com | shorturl.at/b41M8 

Broadway Books: TV Pilot Screening (In Person) 
NEW YORK PREMIERE: Set in New York City, Broadway Books 
is a sitcom about an independent bookstore struggling to 
survive using increasingly desperate measures. Starring 
Lauren Servideo, Ruby McCollister, Nick Naney, Eric 
Yates, and Carlos Dengler, the pilot follows the team 
as they try to raise the numbers for that night’s Malcolm 
Gladwell reading. (Meanwhile, Nick accuses Pierre of not 
having read his staff picks). Q&A following the screening 
with writer/director Carianne King, producer Abbie Jones, 
actor Carlos Dengler, and moderator Darcey Steinke. 
Location: The Library of Arts and Culture at L10 Arts & 
Cultural Center - 300 Ashland Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 7:00PM - FREE 
Website: carianneking.com | shorturl.at/wEEjB

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2025

​​Gowanus Dawn Reading – 9th Annual Poetry 
in Canoes on Gowanus Canal (In Person)
Our 9th annual Gowanus Dawn Reading! We’ll proclaim 
poetry from Brad Vogel's book Find Me In the Feral Pockets in 
canoes on the Gowanus Canal! Readers: 7:00AM report time 
at Gowanus Dredgers Canoe Club’s Boathouse at 165 2nd 
Street, Brooklyn. Request spot as a canoe reader in advance: 
poetsafloatnyc@gmail.com. Audience: 7:45AM arrival on Union 
Street Bridge – see @gowanusdredgers & www.gowanuscanal.
org for details; watch and listen from Union Street Bridge 
over the Gowanus Canal. Dredgers Captain Emeritus Brad 
Vogel and performer Melody Bates lead the colorful crew.
Location: Union Street Bridge, Gowanus
Time: 7:40AM - FREE  Website: gowanusdredgers.org

Mental Health & Creativity: The Tortured 
Artist, or the Artist Tortures? (Virtual) 
Queer Indie and the Writing Community Chat Show will 
host an interactive, live-streamed panel that will discuss 
the correlation of creativity with mental health. Topics will 
include the stereotype of the tortured artist, psychological 
blocks, how to persevere and find inspiration during mental 
health struggles, and whether suffering is necessary 
to understand the human condition and express that 
understanding creatively. Featuring Dr. Mario Dell’Olio, 
A.C. Merkel, Halo Scot, Christopher Aggett, Christopher 
Hooley, Ross Young, Anya Pavelle, and Anna Bloom.
Time: 3:00PM - FREE
Website: queerindie.com | youtube.com/@
thewritingcommunitychatshow

St. Francis College New Releases (In Person) 
This event will feature new releases in various genres and 
exciting work from St. Francis College faculty and students. 
Get ready to be transported through time and space by 
these lively narratives. Readers will include Theo Gangi, 
Caroline Hagood, Jive Poetic, Mitchell Levenberg, Jason 
Dubow, Marielena Gomez, and Clarence A. Haynes.
Location: St Francis College Auditorium - 179 
Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 6:00PM - FREE
Website: www.sfc.edu

Beyond the Acclaimed Debut (In Person)
The John Leonard Prize celebrates the year’s best first book. 
Incredible attention is lavished upon debut authors, but once 
it’s time to get back to work, how do acclaimed writers work 
within the limelight and around expectation to carry on with 
their careers? 2024 Leonard Prize finalist Carrie Courogen 
(Miss May Does Not Exist), 2024 Leonard Prize finalist and 
Pulitzer Prize finalist Vinson Cunningham (Great Expectations), 
and 2020 Leonard Prize finalist Megha Majumdar (A 
Burning) address these lucky obstacles with National Book 
Critics Circle board president Adam Dalva as moderator.
Location: Community Bookstore - 143 
7th Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Time: 6:00PM - FREE  
Website: bookcritics.org

Poetry Society of America Chapbook 
Fellowship Reading (In Person & Virtual) 
The Poetry Society of America celebrates twenty-three 
years of its Chapbook Fellowship with readings by three 
poet-fellows, past and present: David Gorin (2024), Isabella 
DeSendi (2019), and Cecily Parks (2005). The poets’ 
award-winning chapbooks will be available for purchase.
Location: Poetry Society of America - 119 
Smith St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: poetrysociety.org/events | shorturl.at/5w2UQ

Brooklyn Public Library Book Prize Shortlist Reading  
(In Person)
This BPL Book Prize event features the shortlisted authors for 
2025. Past winners include Kaveh Akbar and Blair L.M. Kelley. 
This talk will feature current shortlist nominees in conversation 
with Jessica Harwick, prize judge and BPL librarian. The 
Brooklyn Public Library Book Prize was established in 2015 by 
the Brooklyn Eagles–young, engaged Brooklynites who are 
passionate about the library and work to engage new patrons.
Location: Brooklyn Public Library, Central Library 
- 10 Grand Army Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 7:00PM - FREE  
Website: bklynlibrary.org | shorturl.at/XmQDx

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2025 

Radical Feelings: A Roundtable of Korean/American Authors  
(In Person)
Moderated by Jane Yong Kim, Korean American authors 
Alice Sola Kim, Cathy Park Hong, Ed Park, Gina Chung, 
and Hannah Bae discuss their work in relation to the spirit 
of radicalism in the Korean diasporic imaginary as exempli-
fied by the latest installments in Kaya Press’ Magpie Series 
for Korean Literature in Translation: Djuna's speculative 
fiction Not Yet Gods and the historical recovery project 
Song of Arirang. Attendees are invited to bring excerpts 
meaningful to their own political and creative development, 
which will be collated into zines on-site to take home.
Location: The Asian American Writers’ Workshop - 18 
W 21st St, Suite 900, New York, NY 10010
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: kaya.com

Our New Histories: The Debut BIPOC Writers Reshaping Literature  
(In Person)
Restless Books, Tin House, Amistad, and Ecco present 
four ascendent authors whose first releases shook 2025. 
Camille U. Adams traces her family’s legacy of secrets 
and abandonment in the Trinidadian memoir How to Be 
Unmothered; individual longing and a Yoruba prophecy 
collide in Olufunke Grace Bankole’s intergenerational 
novel The Edge of Water; Tramaine Suubi follows the waxing 
moon from anxiety to ecstasy in their poetry collection 
phases; and Jared Lemus turns a cinematic eye to 
reluctant outlaws and would-be saints in the stories 
of Guatemalan Rhapsody. Moderated by M Lin.
Location: Café con Libros - 724 Prospect Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11216
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: cafeconlibrosbk.com | shorturl.at/JNcfq 

Writing with a Sense of Place: Celebrating The 
Common's 15th Anniversary (In Person & Virtual) 
The Common, a literary magazine that explores our sense of 
place, celebrates their 15th anniversary with a panel of writers 
discussing how themes of home, immigration, and belonging 
reverberate in their recent work, featuring Emily Everett, 
managing editor and author of the Reese’s Book Club Pick All 
That Life Can Afford; Olivia Wolfgang-Smith, former social 
media editor and author of the novel Mutual Interest; Annell 
López, author of the story collection I'll Give You a Reason; and 
Ananda Lima, author of Craft: Stories I Wrote for the Devil.
Location: Books Are Magic - 122 
Montague St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: thecommononline.org | shorturl.at/4nqyN

Scrappy Reading Series (In Person)
Five emerging and established writers will answer this ques-
tion at this month’s edition of the Scrappy Reading Series, 
supported by the Red Hook Branch of the Brooklyn Public 
Library. Join us as these writers share how they interpret 
"scrappy," and how they embody this in their writing lives, 
personal lives, love lives, and any other type of life they are 
living. Also enjoy the current exhibit on display by local 
Brooklyn artist Nelsena Burt-Spano. Readings by Arianna 
Rebolini, Elissa Bassist, Jamie Hood, and Veena Dinavahi. 
Brooklyn writer Farah Faye began this series to bring together 
published and unpublished writers to explore what it means 
to be scrappy. Admission is free, scrappiness required. Drinks 
and snacks will be served! Space is limited - register to attend!
Location: Compére Collective - 351 Van 
Brunt St, Brooklyn, NY 11231
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: shorturl.at/vUdBQ 

Glitter and Concrete: A Cultural History of Drag in New York 
City with the American LGBTQ+ Museum (In Person)
Historian Elyssa Maxx Goodman is joined by iconic New 
York City drag artists for a theatrical performance inspired by 
her National Bestseller book, Glitter and Concrete: A Cultural 
History of Drag in New York City. Following this never-before-
seen interpretation of figures from the book's ode to drag 
throughout the ages, both Goodman and the drag artists 
participate in a panel discussion and audience Q&A. Presented 
in collaboration with the American LGBTQ+ Museum.
Location: David Rubenstein Atrium at Lincoln 
Center - 1887 Broadway, New York, NY 10023
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: shorturl.at/Jke9y
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2025

15th Annual Brooklyn Indie Party (In Person) 
Greenlight is delighted to once again partner with Community 
of Literary Magazines & Presses (CLMP), as well as some of 
Brooklyn’s best independent book and magazine publishers, 
to throw a Brooklyn-sized party celebrating the spirit of 
literary independence in our borough. Partygoers are invited 
to have a drink, mingle with Brooklyn authors and publishers, 
discover new works, enjoy some excellently curated music, 
and enter for a chance to win a gift bag of featured books and 
magazines to kick off the Brooklyn Book Festival weekend!
Location: Greenlight Bookstore - 686 
Fulton St, Brooklyn, NY 11217
Time: 7:30PM - FREE
Website: greenlightbookstore.com | shorturl.at/jgD0A 

Henry Flynt: About Transformations (In Person) 
Henry Flynt will revisit his seminal 1961 Concept Art work, 
Transformations, offering a deep, contextual study of the 
piece and its varied guises over time. Rather than rushing 
toward an explanation, Flynt will situate Transformations 
within a wider philosophical and artistic framework, fully 
exploring Transformations as: a diversion from absurdist 
computationalist music; a diversion from the derivations of 
exact science; and a cognitive nihilist object-lesson for exact 
science regarding derivations. Through this lens, Flynt will 
address the foundational questions that shaped his early 
work and their implications for radical art and thought.
Location: ISSUE Project Room - 22 
Boerum Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 8:00PM - $25/$15 ISSUE Members
Website: issueprojectroom.org | shorturl.at/u5R0W 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025

Walt Whitman, Live from New York!: 
Poetry in Performance (In Person)
Join the Walt Whitman Initiative for a dramatic double bill! 
At 12PM (Fulton Stall Market, 91 South Street, NYC): tour 
Whitman’s Literary Seaport with WWI president Karen 
Karbiener and declaim your favorite New York City-themed 
poems. At 2PM, join us at our Tane Library (upstairs at FSM) for 
a live performance of Goodby My Fancy: With Walt Whitman 
in His Last Days, Judith Grace Bassat's award-winning play 
starring Benjamin Moore as Whitman and David Cohen 
as the poet's close friend and confidante, Horace Traubel.
Location: Tane Poetry Library - 91 South 
St (2nd floor), New York, NY 10038
Time: 12:00PM - FREE
Website: waltwhitmaninitiative.org

Collective Art-Making Under Repression and 
the Politics of Spectacle (In Person) 
Radix Co-op presents a dialogue on art-making under state 
repression. We will feature a screening of Guy Debord’s 
Refutation of All the Judgements, Pro or Con, Thus Far Rendered 
on the Film ‘The Society of the Spectacle,’ followed by a 
discussion featuring Zein El-Amine (Is This How You Eat a 
Watermelon?), Kamelya Omayma Youssef (A Book with a 
Hole in It), Sol Cabrini (Tgirl.jpg), and Ali Jaffery, Cultural 
Solidarity Project, moderated by Yi Wei of Radix. This event 
will culminate in a community art-making session.
Location: First Unitarian Brooklyn, Gothic Revival 
Sanctuary - 48 Monroe Pl, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 2:00PM - FREE  Website: radix.coop

Literary Community Craft Lab (In Person)
Connect and create with authors, writing mentors, and 
multimedia artists in a simultaneously programmed 
Community Craft Lab organized by Literary Craft Society (led 
by multi-awarded author and literary activist Juliet Diaz) 
in partnership with the Talking Writing podcast. Featuring: 
The Unbannable Library exhibit of big books created by NYC 
writer-artist collaborations and produced by artist Paul Collins, 
multimedia performances by musician John Vogel and move-
ment artist Mia Martelli, alongside write-in activities led by our 
mentors. The program culminates with readings from poet and 
2025 VONA Poetry Residency Fellow Vina Orden, and authors 
J. Bella M and Lilith Costa of Ampersand Writers Alliance.
Location: Friends and Lovers - 641 
Classon Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238
Time: 2:00PM - FREE  Website: iamjulietdiaz.com

Whitman on Walls (WoW!) at the Alice Austen House 
(In Person)
WHITMAN ON WALLS! (WoW!) is a hybrid project juxtaposing 
film and live performance in response to New York poet Walt 
Whitman's radical "Song of Myself." WoW! is a touring event 
that unites communities and local poets with Colombari 
performers on seven films. In collaboration with the Alice 
Austen House we will have a live screening with seven 
Staten Island poets including Thomas Fucaloro, Jahtiek 
Long, Matthew “Figgz” Figueroa, M.A. Dennis, Cynthia 
“Cyn” A. Rodriguez, Summer Minerva, and Opalanietet. 
The poems from each WoW! are collected and published.
Location: Alice Austen House Park - 2 Hylan 
Blvd, Staten Island, NY 10305
Time: 2:00PM - $5
Website: aliceausten.org/events/brooklyn-bookends

LGBTQ+ Stories Matter! (In Person)
From memoirs to novels, real folks and fictional characters, 
LGBTQ+ stories matter than more ever. Join us for a fun, impact-
ful afternoon of queer and trans literary brilliance and story-
making, featuring memoirist Terry Dyer (Surviving & Thriving 
as a Gay Black Man) and other storytellers (including you!). We 
will have books, refreshments, a musical performance, and 
information on our literary programming, including our library.
Location: Brooklyn Community Pride Center - 1561 
Bedford Ave (Lower Ground Level), Brooklyn, NY 11225
Time: 2:00PM - FREE  
Website: lgbtbrooklyn.org

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2025

Brooklyn’s Biggest Fall Reading Party is Here - 
And You’re Invited! (In Person)
Connect with fellow book lovers at an outdoor reading party 
hosted by Reading Rhythms, City Point, and Downtown 
Brooklyn Partnership! Enjoy quality time to read in the iconic 
Abolitionist Place, with live ambient music and the chance 
to meet others who share your love of books. Bring any book 
you love—paperback, hardcover, or digital—and settle in for 
a unique community reading event made for book lovers. The 
first 300 readers to check in will receive a McNally Jackson 
bookmark and $5 gift card. Free, ageless, and unforgettable!
Location: Abolitionist Place - 110 
Willoughby St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 4:00PM - FREE
Website: lu.ma/42xcktb7

The Power of Staying and the Power of Parting (In Person)
Three writers share intimate portraits of the ways mental 
illness and traumatic family dysfunction deeply impacted 
their lives. Meet Eamon Dolan, Executive Editor at Simon & 
Schuster and author of The Power of Parting: Finding Peace and 
Freedom Through Family Estrangement; Meg Kissinger, Pulitzer 
Prize finalist and author of the bestselling memoir, While You 
Were Out: An Intimate Family Portrait of Mental Illness in an 
Era of Silence; and Natasha Williams, author of the memoir 
The Parts of Him I Kept: The Gifts of My Father’s Madness.
Location: POWERHOUSE Arena - 28 
Adams St, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Time: 5:00PM - FREE  Website: shorturl.at/hdVKF

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2025

Poetry in Motion Read and Ride (In Person)
Poetry in Motion has brought poetry into New York’s transit 
system for more than 30 years, thanks to a long-standing 
partnership between the MTA and the Poetry Society of 
America. Join MTA Arts & Design for a group read and ride en 
route to the Brooklyn Book Festival, now celebrating its 20th 
anniversary. The Festival will feature poets such as Kwame 
Dawes (Sturge Town), Kimiko Hahn (The Ghost Forest: New 
and Selected Poems), and Patricia Smith (The Intentions of 
Thunder: New and Selected Poems) live on stage. For this 
special Bookend event, read a Poetry in Motion selection 
aloud to the group, or enjoy silent reading among poetry 
lovers. Participants will receive The Best of Poetry In Motion, an 
anthology published in 2017, or a collection of bookmarks 
featuring a recent design. OMNY/Metrocard needed.
Location: 96 St (Q) Station, 96 St and 2 Ave, New York, NY
Time: 9:00AM - FREE
Website: shorturl.at/GInWn

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2025

The New Kids: 2025 Debut Authors Talk Process, 
Publishing, & Community (In Person) 
Debut authors with books launching in 2025 discuss their 
books and the debut process – from the first idea to the actual 
launch. In addition to describing their different approaches 
to story and craft, they will share their experience with 
the community and support they found as they followed 
their paths to publication. Featuring authors Kate Broad, 
Greenwich (St. Martin’s Press, MacMillan); Kerry Cullen, House 
of Beth (Simon & Schuster); Daria Lavelle, Aftertaste (Simon 
& Schuster); Stuart Pennebaker, Ghost Fish (Little, Brown 
& Co, HBG), and Victor Suthammanont, Hollow Spaces 
(Counterpoint, PRH). Moderated by Cat Dang, Nice Girls 
(William Morrow, HC) and What Hunger (Simon & Schuster).
Location: Heart of Gold - 37-14 31st Ave, Queens, NY 11103
Time: 7:00PM - FREE
Website: heartofgoldnyc.com | shorturl.at/XU3uN
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T he Brooklyn Book Festival celebrates its 20th 
year in 2025. The Festival has grown from a 
small one-day festival at Brooklyn Book Hall 

in 2006 to a nine-day festival with events in all five 
boroughs, a spirited Children’s Day, a global Virtual 
Festival Day, and a celebratory, much-anticipated, 
and annual Festival Day & Literary Marketplace in 
Downtown Brooklyn. 

It was clear in 2006 that Brooklyn needed its own 
Festival, and Brooklyn Borough President Marty 
Markowitz made it a priority. The publishing industry 
had flocked to Brooklyn with editors, publicists, and 
designers all making their home in the borough, and, 
most of all, the authors were here – in spades. Pete 
Hamill, Jonathan Lethem, Jhumpa Lahiri, Colson 
Whitehead, Jacqueline Woodson – the list went on 
and on, even resulting in a much-debated news article, 
“The Brooklyn Literary 100.” Books, including Literary 
Brooklyn by Evan Hughes, traced Brooklyn as a liter-
ary epicenter from the time of Walt Whitman until the 
current scene. 

But what would a Brooklyn Book Festival look like? 
How would this festival be different from other fes-
tivals? Pulling in literary aficionados from all walks 
of the industry, the Brooklyn Book Festival Literary 
Council was created to help answer these questions. 

With Akashic publisher Johnny Temple, Borough Hall 
staff Carolyn Greer and Liz Koch, and the members of 
the new Literary Council, a Festival was imagined that 
would be guided by the words “hip, smart, diverse.” Its 
goal would be to celebrate books, authors, publishers, 
and the conversations they inspire. To this day, this 
founding credo continues to inform the programming 
of the Festival. 

The first festival was very Brooklyn-centric (only 
Brooklyn authors need apply), with 81 authors and 82 
publishers participating; nearly 10,000 people from all 
boroughs attended. The festival obviously filled a need 
for readers in New York City. The next year, there were 
98 authors and 90 publishers; then increased to 140 
authors and 150 publishers. It continued to grow with 
the demand and enthusiasm of its fans. Visitors from all 
over the country and even the globe made it a stop on 
their travels. Feeling the literary spirit, Borough Hall’s 
neighbors became part of the festival as well, with 
the Brooklyn Historical Society (now the Center for 
Brooklyn History), St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church, 
the Brooklyn Law School and St. Francis College all 
offering space to expand the festival’s stages and 
programs. Their partnership over the years has been 
invaluable. 

The festival grew bigger in Downtown Brooklyn, 
but also expanded outward. In 2010, the Festival’s 
Bookends launched to bring literary events to com-
munities throughout the borough. In the next step, the 
Festival expanded again to bring literary Bookends pro-
grams to all five boroughs. In 2015, a new and separate 
Children’s Day welcomed thousands of families, chil-
dren, and educators to enjoy storytime, performances, 
workshops, and even costumed characters like Mo 
Willems’ Elephant and Piggie. 

The Brooklyn Book Festival was born, grew, and thrived 
at Brooklyn Borough Hall. In 2014, it split to become 
a stand-alone non profit, but the Brooklyn Borough 
President’s office remains a close and supportive ally 
and supporter. Today, the festival is New York City’s 
Festival with its heart and home in Brooklyn and with a 
big welcome mat for book lovers from all over the city. 
Authors come from as nearby as down the street and as 
far away as England, Australia, Nigeria, Spain, Mexico, 
Jamaica, and dozens of other countries. Brooklyn is 
home to everyone from everywhere, and the Brooklyn 
Book Festival embraces that history and sense of com-
munity as the borough continues to be home to an 
extraordinary number of award-winning and emerging 
authors. Here’s to the next 20 years! 

A Book Festival 
Grew in Brooklyn
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The Brooklyn Book Festival is generously supported by individual 

donors. We are grateful for their support and extend our 

appreciation and gratitude.

Robert Buckholz, Constance Christensen, Marisa Fariña, Maryellen Fullerton, Marilyn Gelber,
Timothy Houlihan, Marc Mewshaw,  Eric Olson, Louella San Juan, Tupper W Thomas, 
Richard Yancey, Bond MM LLC

Mark R and Diane P Baker, Claire Abbadi, Andy Abrahams, William Askew, Jana and Tom Bergdall,
Elizabeth Canela, Faith Corbett, Seth J Cummins, Mary Dixie Carter, Neil Giacobbi,
Bettie & Steven Olson, Stuart Post, Owen Roberts, Nancy Rosenberg,
Christophe Tedjasukmana, Ebonya Washington

Marc and Leslee Feldman, Amy Alpine, Jennifer Basner, Erika Belsey Worth, Jenifer Berman, 
Janet Bunde, Evelyn Canela, Alan Chait, Ben Cohen, Alix Colow, Basil Costas, 
Denise M DeGennaro, Marcia Ely, Susan Farrell, Sophie Fenwick, Jessie Fields, 
Mark Fishman, Amy Fuller, Leslie Gallager, Paul Gangsei, Virginia Gliedman, Bruce Gluckman,
Laura Green, Stella Guarna, Cemile Guldal, Donna Hill, Gail Hochman, Ken Hochman,
Robert W Hyde, Shari Hyman and Daniel Horwitz, Cynthia Joyce, Hattie Jutagir, Joy Kanwar,
Elizabeth Koch, Lisa Kristel, Susan Kuklin, Kodjo Kumi, Hildemarie Ladouceur, Brett Lauer, 
Mark Lewin, Betsy Lim, Ann M Longmore, Alison Maclean, Andrea Mamani, Sonali Mody, 
Patricia Mulcahy, Joyce Mulvaney, Vik Muniz Studio, Amy Myer, Regina Myer, William Norcross,
Alexis Nowicki, Fani Christina Papadopoulou, Mark Petrinovic, Lee Rimsky, Cullen Roberts, 
Jessica Rocks, Salome Galib, Charles Schultz, Anne M. Schwartz, Mary Shuford, Karen Sorensen,
Jeffrey Stein, Michael Strasser, Kamara Swaby, Leslie Teng, Elly Tepper, Saadia Van Winkle, Brian Vines

Gail Accardi, Luciana Almeida, Lio Anderson, Grace Anner, Erik Antokal, Julisa Basak, 
Theda Berry, Josh Black, Sarah Blakley-Cartwright, Andrew Blauner, Swathi Bonda, 
Matthew Budman, Mita Chakravarty Webb, Xiaolin Cheng, Courtney Chilov, Julie Chu, Neil Cohen,
Karen Compton, Judith Dieckmann, Glenn Dietz, Lina Ding, Kelly Espitia, Mark Fareri, 
Lynda Feld, Lori Frederick, Katharine Freeman, Irma Gallo, Kiana Ghazal Karimi, Carol Goldberg,
Beverly Graham, Jennifer H Roux, Leah Hallow, Ursula Harris, Alyssa Haywoode, 
Madeline Joyce, William Kauffman, Rosemary Kelty, Servete Kolar, Meredith Kresman,
Catherine LaSota, Jeffrey Lependorf, Melissa Levis, Laura Limuli, Jennifer Louie, Connie Malone,
Ian Maloney, John Maney, Oscar Montes, Nicole Palmer, Jeanne Perkins, Camille Rankine,
Dana Reiser, Isaline Remy, Jennifer Richardson, Kirsten Roberts, Wendy Rogers, Nancy Rosenblum,
Karla Schickele, Lynn Schmeidler, Erika Schwartz-Alter, Jana Siciliano, Sara Simmons, 
Susan Straub, Alice Taylor, Astra Taylor, Johnny Temple, Mario Valenciano, John Walsh, He We,
Fred Weihs, Kory Wenderoth, Paige West, Sally Woo, Cathleen Wright-Lewis, Ayse yilmaz
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ASIAN AMERICAN WRITERS’ WORKSHOP
The Asian American Writers’ Workshop (“the Workshop”) 

is dedicated to publishing and amplifying Asian American 

literary culture. We operate from a radically inclusive 

ethos that drives us every day to expand the definition of 

not only who is a writer but also who is Asian American. At 

the Workshop, the arts and social justice are inextricably 

linked. As one of the only national organizations cultivat-

ing and curating the next generation of Asian American 

storytellers, we work every day to mobilize a radically 

diverse community of writers and readers toward imagin-

ing a more just future.

THE CENTER FOR FICTION 
A literary nonprofit located in the heart of Downtown 

Brooklyn’s arts and cultural district, The Center for Fiction 

supports readers and writers of all ages and histories, 

and builds community through fiction. We offer a wide 

range of public programming for local and national  

audiences, workshops and creative spaces for emerging 

and established writers, and awards and fellowships that 

support the development of fresh talent and inspire  

readers to discover new voices. In the last year, over 

200,000 people visited The Center, and more than 34,000 

people participated in our in-person and virtual programs. 

Explore our work online at centerforfiction.org.

NYU 
NYU has an enrollment of more than 65,000 students at 

three campuses in New York City, Abu Dhabi, and Shanghai 

and 12 global centers on six continents. Students come 

from every state and from 133 countries. On NYU’s grow-

ing campus in Brooklyn, our students, researchers, and 

world-class faculty are working at the intersection of 

technology, emerging media and the arts — engineers 

and artists work side by side creating new fields of study, 

driving the economy of tomorrow, and enhancing the 

human experience. Facilities that encourage this col-

laboration at NYU’s 370 Jay Street building include media 

commons, audio labs, motion-capture labs, virtual reality 

rooms, black boxes, recording studios, maker spaces as 

well as performance opportunities, and an exhibition hall.

ST. ANN & THE HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
Located at the corner of Clinton and Montague Streets in 

Brooklyn Heights, St. Ann & the Holy Trinity Church is the 

Pro-Cathedral of the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island and 

a National Historic Landmark. It is a community institution 

serving at the intersection of faith and culture, assisting 

neighbors in need, and welcoming all.

MTA ARTS & DESIGN 
Since 1985, MTA Arts & Design has made transit an engaging 

experience for millions of MTA riders daily through per-

manent art installations, posters, photography, digital art, 

poetry, and musical performances presented throughout 

the MTA system. Join MTA Arts & Design in celebrating 40 

years of art everywhere for everyone!

BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL
Founded in 1901, Brooklyn Law School offers a vibrant 

intellectual community emphasizing teaching excellence, 

leading-edge scholarship, and an innovative academic 

program designed to prepare students for public service, 

business, and private practice, nationwide and across 

the globe. It is an independent institution, unaffiliated 

with any university or college, and the only law school 

in Brooklyn. The Law School offers J.D. and LL.M. degree 

programs. Visit Brooklyn Law School at brooklaw.edu. 

THE NATIONAL BOOK FOUNDATION
The mission of the National Book Foundation, presenter 

of the National Book Awards, is to celebrate the best 

literature published in the United States, expand its  

audience, and ensure that books have a prominent place 

in our culture. The Foundation approaches this work from 

four programmatic angles: Awards & Honors recognize 

exceptional authors, advocates, and literature; Education 

& Access initiatives foster a lifelong passion for books in 

young readers; Public Programs bring acclaimed authors 

to communities nationwide to showcase the power of  

literature as a tool for understanding our world; and 

Service to the Literary Field provides support to the  

national literary ecosystem.

POETRY SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
The Poetry Society of America, the nation’s oldest poetry 

organization, was founded in 1910. Its mission is to place 

poetry at the crossroads of American life. The PSA trans-

forms public spaces into sites for imaginative encounters 

with poems, engages diverse and often underserved 

communities, amplifies the voices of poets around issues 

of common concern, and honors their aesthetic contribu-

tions to our lives. Poetrysociety.org.

 THE WHITING FOUNDATION  
The Whiting Foundation provides support for writers, 

editors, educators, and the stewards who preserve our 

shared cultural heritage. By nurturing new creations 

and expanding access to art and insight, we work to 

help bring about a world where everyone can engage 

deeply with the richness of literature and the humani-

ties. The Foundation's programs in literature include the 

Whiting Award, a $50,000 accolade given annually to ten 

emerging writers in fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama; 

the Creative Nonfiction Grant to enable the completion 

of deeply-researched works in progress written for a 

general audience; and the Literary Magazine Prize, which 

celebrates and empowers publications that nurture 

writers, delight readers, and enliven the literary ecosystem.

PEN AMERICA
“Over the last 100 years, PEN America has mobilized 

countless writers, activists, and public intellectuals in the 

fight to defend free expression and the open exchange 

of ideas. PEN America works to ensure that people 

everywhere have the freedom to create literature, to 

convey information and ideas, to express their views, 

and to access the views, ideas, and literatures of others. 

Our strength is our Membership—a nationwide commu-

nity of more than 7,500 novelists, journalists, nonfiction 

writers, editors, poets, essayists, playwrights, publishers, 

translators, agents, and other writing professionals, as 

well as devoted readers and supporters who join with 

them to carry out PEN America’s mission.”

BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY
Brooklyn Public Library is among the borough’s most 

democratic civic institutions, serving patrons in every 

neighborhood and from every walk of life.  With a branch 

library within a half-mile of the majority of Brooklyn’s 2.7 

million residents, BPL is a recognized leader in cultural 

offerings, literacy, out-of-school-time services, workforce 

development programs, and digital literacy.

THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS 
The New York Review of Books explores the central issues 

of life and culture, bringing remarkable freshness, clarity 

and vision to politics, science, the arts, and the living 

dramas of the past. Twenty times a year, it is where the 

most interesting and qualified minds of our time discuss 

current books and issues in depth. The Review began 

life as an independent editorial voice, and it remains 

independent today.

SCHOMBURG CENTER FOR RESEARCH 
IN BLACK CULTURE

Founded in 1925 and named a National Historic Landmark 

in 2017, the Schomburg Center for Research in Black 

Culture is one of the world’s leading cultural institutions 

devoted to the preservation, research, interpretation, 

and exhibition of materials focused on African American, 

African Diasporan, and African experiences. As a research 

division of The New York Public Library, the Schomburg 

Center features diverse programming and collections 

totaling over 11 million items that illuminate the richness 

of global Black history, arts, and culture. Learn more at 

schomburg.org/100.

OUR PARTNERS HELP MAKE THE FESTIVAL POSSIBLE
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